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C3iRton weighing sanctions on Japan 

WASHINGTON (AP) — President Bill Clinton said Monday he win 
Tcvtcwur? a range of passable retaliatory trade sanctions JrSa i,I 

10 i ^SK 0f ,a5l * Cck ' S C0,l3 P se of w* talks. -I'm no refine 
wythtng W«. the president told reporters. The White Hou* m2 K 
M POM arid come as „rly as Tuesday in the form of TnSed 
lariffs on Japanese-built Cellular telephones. Mr. Clinton conceded 
that such measures could trigger a new trade war with Jan-m hm k 
that the United States could no longer sit idly by m the face 

* J i T™** 'L- de imbalancc " Wc ' K ‘^kSgai wveS 

MOWS. I m not ruling anything out." h c said. Mr. Clinton m 
dial the move on cellular phones move might have taken place even if 
m* «« broken down, since it was p 3n of " 

wjdja deadhne that happens to fall on Tuesday. But. Mr. Cj, monoid 
-n« a goodillustnttwn of the problem we face in entering jJ£ne 
markets. The president dearly hinted that even stronger trSJ 
reuliauon was in the offing, complaining that Japan had been resistant 
to aD efforts to reduce tb trade surplus with the United Slates "I think 
it's an unsustainable policy." hc said. n * 
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Rafsanjanl brother joins Foreign Ministry 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iranian President Akbar Hashemi Rafsan- 
jam’s younger brother became Iran's senior deputy foreign minister on 
Monday, a day after hc was sacked from his post as head of radio and 
television. The Iranian news agency 1RNA said Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati appointed Mohammad Hashemi as his first deputy, 
filling a post which had been vacant since Ali Mohammad Beshurati 
became interior minister in a cabinet shuffle in August. Supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei named Islamic Culture and Guidance 
Minister Ali Larijani as head of radio and television on Sunday and 
ordered changes in state broadcasting policies to give priority to 
quality over quantity and avoid -vulgar music.” Mr. Hashemi. who 
studied engineering in California before the bte Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini's 1979 Islamic revolution, headed the state broadcast 
organisation for the past 13 years. The Tehran Times newspaper, 
which is considered dose to the foreign ministry, reported on Monday 
that Mostafa Mirsalim, a presidential adviser, is to become the new 
minister of Islamic culture and guidance. 
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TABA, Egypt (Agencies) — 
Israeli and Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) nego- 
tiators resumed talks Monday 
on implementing (heir auton- 
omy agreement, focusing on 
the Palestinian police force. 

After the police on the agen- 
da is the issue of the thousands 
of Palestinians in Israeli jails. 
Major General Amnon Sha- 
hak. the Israeli deputy chief of 
staff and top negotiator, told 
reporters. 

"We will talk about the 
number of police, their equip- 
ment, deployment, activity and 
coordination with us.”' said 
Gen. Shahak. 

The Palestinians have prop- 
osed a police force of up to 
20.000 men, while the Israelis 
are believed suggesting about 
6 . 000 . 

Gen. Shahak spoke to repor- 
ters after a preliminary meet- 
ing with his Palestinian coun- 
terpart. Nabii Shaath. Gen. 
Shahak said the two outlined 
the discussions of the security 
committee for the week. 

He said the committee 
would focus only on the police 
and prisoner releases. The 
PLO has demanded the release 
of security detainees it says 
number 14.000. Israel says it 
holds half that number, 

Gen. Shahak said that the 
agreement on security reached 
last week in Cairo between 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 


mon Peres and PLO chairman 
V asser Arafat was speeding 
the Taba discussions. 

"The Cairo agreement 
makes things easier, now we 
have a wider base to go on.” 
Gen. Shahak said. 

In Cairo, the two sides 
agreed basically that Israel 
would retain control of the 
border crossings into the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank City 
of Jericho, alrhough the 
Palestinians would be allowed 
to fly their flag and the Palesti- 
nian guards at the border 
would have sidearms. They 
also agreed that Israel would 
maintain control over the main 
arteries in the Gaza Strip used 
by the settlers there. 

Asked about the atmosphere 
after Cairo, the usually reticent 
Shahak looked out at the bril- 
liant blue sky and smiled, 
saying "it’s like the weather." 

Gen. Shahak would not 
comment on Palestinian pre- 
dictions the agreement could 
be wrapped up in a month. But 
the presence of Jacques 
Neriah, a top adviser to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, indi- 
cated the importance the 
Israelis artached to getting 
through the talks. 

Dr. Shaath's and Gen. Sha- 
hak's teams must also decide 
on security' along roads be- 
tween Jericho and Awja. a 
village about seven kilometres 
to the north. 


The PLO would also like to 
reduce the size of an Israeli 
"security zone" — about three 
square kilometres under the 
Cairo accord — in ffte southern 
Gaza Strip near the border 
with Egypt. 

The security talks are to end 
Thursday. 

Another group of nego- 
tiators is to start debating here 
Tuesday the transfer of civilian 
powers to the Palestinians. 

Negotiations will be espe- 
cially difficult over plans to 
share water between some 
4,000 Jewish settlers and 
75U.OOQ Palestinians in the 
Gaza Strip, Palestinian offi- 
cials said. 

A third group was to meer 
this week to discuss the release 
of the Palestinians detained in 
Israeli prisons. 

Dr. Shaath wants all prison- 
ers released by July. 

The two sides will discuss 
plans for July's elections to an 
autonomous Palestinian coun- 
cil when bilateral peace talks 
resume in Washington Tues- 
day. and will hold economic 
talks in Paris next Monday. 

The size of the Jericho area 
has still to be worked out by 
Mr. Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

Syrian media asserted that 
Mr. Arafat's agreements with 
Israel are worth little because 
the PLO chairman does not 
speak for the majority of. 


Palestinians. 

The Al Baath newspaper of 
President Hafez Al Assad's 
Baath Party said the benefits 
accrued to Israel by its agree- 
ments with the PLO were 
“temporary as they were 
signed by the one who does not 
represent the Palestinian 
people." 

Mr. Assad has criticised Mr. 
Arafat for his Sept. 13 agree- 
ment with Israel. 

Damascus fears it could 
undermine Arab consensus on 
the conditions for peace with 
the Jewish state, including Mr. 
.Assad's own demand for a full 
return of the Golan Heights. 

Al Baath criticised the Sept. 
13 agreement as well as Mr. 
Arafat's compromise with Mr. 
Peres in Cairo as "partial solu- 
tions." 

The English-language Syria 
Times said the Cairo agree- 
ment was "a sellout... by the 
Palestinian signatories." 

Al Baath said the Washing- 
ton talks are resuming amid 
"pessimistic climates." which it 
said was Israel's fault for not 
making serious goodwill ges- 
tures beforehand. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin meanwhile re- 
jected the idea of a total Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho. 

He said in a television inter- 
view Israel remained responsi- 
4 hie for "external security" and 


for the safety of Israeli citizens 
in Jericho and the Gaza Strip. 

One factor slowing down the 
Taba talks was the Holy Month 
of Ramadan, when Muslims 
refrain from food, drink, 
cigarettes and sex during day- 
light hours. Palestinian dele- 
gates said the discussions 
would break off earlier in the 
day and resume again at night. 

Many other issues remain to 
be worked out. The disussions 
at Taba include details in 311 
areas of administration that the 
Palestinians are expected to 
control for ali Palestinians 
under occupation. 

The two sides have reached 
agreement on 25 of them in 
previous rounds, but the out- 
standing issues include impor- 
tant sectors like the police, 
braodcasring rights and control 
over water resources. 

Delays in the negotiations 
forced the postponement of 
the Dec. 13 deadline for the 
start of Israel’s withdrawal 
from the autonomy area. The 
withdrawal was to have been 
completed by April 13. 

With key issues like the size 
of Jericho still unsettled, the 
second date is also in question. 

But in a sign that the Israelis 
are getting ready for change, 
six flatbed trucks bearing trail- 
ers pulled out of a Gaza City 

(Continued on page 5) 


Syrian Druze clash with Israeli 
troops in anti-occupation protest 


OCCUFIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Druze villagers 
stoned Israeli border police 
Monday in the second day of 
protests shutting down the 
mountain village of Majdaf 
Shams in the occupied Golan 
Heights. 

Fifteen masked men car- 
rying axes and swords staged a 
pre-dawn march, shouting slo- 
gans against the Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

Both police and villagers 
said scores of Syrians gathered 
on the far side of the wire 
fences separating the two 
sides, shouting support for the 
rally through loudspeakers. 

The Syrians included the loc- 
al head of the ruling Baath 
Party, villagers said. The area 
is known as the "Hill of 
Shouts" since relatives on both 
sides gather to yell news back 
and forth. 

Some of the villagers waved 
■ Syrian flags in rhe demonstra- 
tions that started Sunday when 
scores of men marched 


through the village chanting 
against Israel. 

"We do not want 
citizenship, our citizenship is 
known. It is Syrian Arab." 
they said in unison. 

Residents said broder police 
broke into several houses 
Monday, arresting one youth 
suspected of throwing stones. 
They also blocked the main 
square to prevent a repeat of 
the march by hundreds of peo- 
ple through the village, where 
3l! the stores were shut by a 
general strike, residents said. 

The protests marked the 
12th anniversary of their re- 
jecting the Israeli citizenship 
offered to them after Israel 
"annexed” the Golan Heights 
in 1981. after seizing it from 
Syria in the 1967 Middle East 
war. Majdai Shams is the 
largest of the five villages hold- 
ing about 15.000 Druze in 
total. 

Police confirmed that police- 
men entered homes to arrest a 
youth suspected of throwing 


stones. * «* 

Tension has been escalatiflg- 
since last week, vflhen ’police 
shot and wounded Samir 
Mohammad Ahmad. 20. 3nd 
then arrested him for trying to 
hang a Syrian flag. 

The Golan Heights is the 
key issue in peace talks be- 
tween Syria and Israel, and has 
deadlocked their negotiations 
for two years. Syria demands 
an Israeli commitment for a 
full withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights before proceeding in 
the talks, while Israel says it 
will not define the extent of 
withdrawal until Syria defines 
peace terms. 

An Israeli minister called for 
a land-for-peace deal with 
Syria on the Golan Heights 
Monday. 

“If President Hafez Al 
Assad is ready for total peace 
and we obtain detailed security 
arrangements. Israel should be 
ready to give up sovereignty on 

(Continued on page 5) 


3 Gazans shot; Hamas-, 
pledges more atfacKs 


» 


GAZA CITY flOccupiejt GzBta 
Strip (Agencies)* 5 — Israeli, 
troops shot and wounded three 
Palestinian youths Monday on 
the occupied Gaza Strip, 
where fundamentalists put up 
posters claiming the killing of 
an undercover agent. 

The trouble erupted in the 
Sheikh Radwan neighbour- 
hood of Gaza City where 
Hamas put up posters proc- 
laiming “Hamas security sys- 
tem beats Israeli security 
system.” 

Students threw stones at sol- 
diers who opened fire, witnes- 
ses said. 

The claim followed Sunday's 
killing of an Israeli undercover 
agent from the general security 
services in an ambush near the 
West Bank town of Ramailah. 
Two other agents were wound- 
ed in the shooting. 

lzzcddine Al Oassam. the 
armed wing of Hamas, claimed 
responsibility for the attack. 

A curfew imposed on the 
Ramailah area after the killing 


a ways still in force Monday, the 
army said. » 

a Foriign^ Minister Shimon 
Peres vowed Monday jopar- 
■ sue* pea’ce .talks despite' the 
continued killings. "This mur- 
der will not damage Israel’s 
peace efforts even if may have 
the effect of slowing down the 
peace process." 

The Al Oassam brigades 
said in a leaflet it had dealt "a 
big blow to the general security 
services." also known in Heb- 
rew as Chin Bet or Shabak. 

Hamas, an opponent of the 
fsrael-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
deal, said the ambush was in 
revenge of Israel's kitling of 
four of its members in the West 
Bank city of Hebron last 
month. It said attacks planned 
for the currenr Holy Month of 
Ramadan have begun. 

Hamas said one of its agents 
who had penerraied the secret 
service lured the Israeli officers 

(Continued on page 5) 


Possible membership in highest law 
council could advance Rifai’s comeback 


By Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Upper 
House of Parliament's choice 
today of. a representative to 
the Higher Council for the 
Interpretation of Legislation 
— to replace the late former 
Prime Minister Bahjal 
Talhouni in the nine-member 
panel — is of considerable 
political significance, if only 
because the strongest candi- 
date for the job is former 
Prime Minister Zeid Rifai. 

Membership in the council 
is important in itself, since 
this body, composed of the 
speaker of the Senate, five 
senior judges and three sena- 
tors. is the top arbitration 
authority on the constitu- 
tionality of any legislation 
and its decision is binding 
unless revoked by the higher 
court. 

But the election of Mr. 
Rifai ro replace his deceased 
father-in-law seems ro have 
become the focus of a par- 
liamentary debate, since 
some members feel it would 
furrher strengthen his* 
chances to complete his poli- 
tical comeback probably as 
prime minister. 

According to senators and 


other well-informed sources, 
the Senate has been divided 
into two camps on the selec- 
tion of Mr. Rifai for the job-* 
One in support of Mr. Rifai 
and another which supports 
the choice of either former 
Prime Minister Ahmad 
Obeidat or former Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of the Interior Salem Mas- 
sadeh. 

The sources maintain that 
Mr. Rifai enjoys a clear 
majority support over these 
two other candidates. His 
supporters, in fact, have 
asked that the choice of 
candidate be put tu vote in 
today's session precisely be- 
cause they feel sure of the 
results. 

However. Senate tradition 
has been that decisions simi- 
lar to this one arc made in rhe 
corridors and not put to a 
vote in a Senate session. 

According to the sources, 
efforts continued Monday 
evening to reach a consensus 
without putting the motion to 
a vote, bui most said they 
believed that Mr. Rifai's 
selection is almost scaled. 

Politically speaking, the 
choice of Mr. Rifai alongside 
the two other senators who 
are already part of the eoun- 



Zeid Rifat 

cil — former Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran and Senator 
Ahmad Tarawneh — is seen 
as another gain for Mr. Rafai. 
who stayed outside the poli- 
tical scene since his govern- 
ment was forced out of power 
afrer the 1989 riots in the 
south until his reappointment 
to the Senate in December 
last year. 

Rioters in the southern 
part of Jordan called for the 
dismissal of Mr. Rifai and his 
government accusing them of 
mismanagement of funds and 


sinking the country in stag- 
gering foreign debts of over 
S8 billion. 

The Hth Parliament tried 
to pinpoint Mr. Rifai and 
other members of his cabinet 
on charges of corruption but 
failed to get rhe two-third 
majority in Parliament neces- 
sary to lake former senior 
public officials to court. 

His ’’comeback” has 
alarmed many of his oppo- 
nents who have seen him 
brought back to the Senate 
and then chosen to become 
deputy speaker and president 
of the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee of the Senate. 

Some analysts have been 
arguing for Some time that 
Mr. Rifai's return to the Sen- 
ate and his “close" rela- 
tionship with the government 
of Abdul Sulum Majali was 
only the First step in his re- 
turn as a key player in Jorda- 
nian politics, probably as 
prime minister. 

His famed good relations 
with Syria, analysts have also 
said; would not. be ignored 
when - the - Kingdom’ is 
embarking on a regional set- 
tlement of the Arab-Israeli 
talks that would need good 
reflations with its neighbours 
and especially Damascus. If 


he is chosen to the influential 
council today, these political 
observers believe. Mr. Rifai 
would only consolidate his 
comeback. 

Other analysts argue that 
his return to the Senate pnd 
possible appointment to il - 
higher council does not vali- 
date theories of his return to 
the Prime Ministry. 

In fact, these analysts say. 
in the political competition 
among former and aspirant 
prime ministers, more is seen 
in Mr. Rifai's active role in 
the Senate than is actually 
taking place. 

Sources close to Dr. Majali 
also maintain that the strong 
showing of supporters of Mr. 
Rifai among newly-appointed 
senators is the result of 
"coincidence" and not "by 
design." 

Critics of the choice of Mr. 
Rifai for membership in the. 
higher council maintain thgt ’ 
the council should .not be : 
considered .as .a "political,, 
prize" and should be seen as . 
a legal body that ■ requires 
members . with considerable 
legal expertise. - 

But behind this academic 
criticism, some opponents of 

(Continued on page 5) 



KADDOUMI ARRIVES: Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Talal Al Hassan (left) Monday 
receives Far auk Kaddoumi. head of the Political 
Department of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 


nisation (PLO), who arrived here for talks 
scheduled to begin Tuesday on Jordanian- 
Palestinian coordination and meetings of several 
joint committees (Petra photo) 


Clinton sees Serb compliance 
amid debate over strike threat 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— President Bill Clinton said 
Monday that Bosnian Serbs 
appear to be complying with 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) demand 
for the withdrawal of heavy 
weapons surrounding 
Sarajevo. 

. Mr. Qinton also said during 
a White House photo session 
there was no reason to believe 
there is any difference between 
the United' Nations and NATO 
on whether to use force if the 
Serbs refuse to withdraw their 
weapons. 

“Keep in mind, the (U.N.) 
secretaiy general-asked NATO 
to take the action it took.” on 
threatening air strikes; Mr. 
Clintoit said. “We made it 
clear did not want to take 
that*. action -unless we could 
follow • through ’ on. it... he 
agreed to that. So l.have no- 
reason to believe there’s any 
difference of opinion." 

Mr. Clinton said: "The lar- 
ger issue is whether we can 
lead towards a reasonable 
peace agreement quickly after 
establishing a safe zone around 
Sarajevo. We’re just going to 
have to see. There’s a few 
more days left before the time 
runs out." 

The Serbs have moved 28 
heavy weapons to observation 
points, a negligible portion of 


the 500 big guns they are 
thought to have surrounding 
Sarajevo. 

Madeleine Albright, the 
U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations, said Sunday there was 
“no way" NATO will retract 
its threat to use air power 
against entrenched Serbian 
gun positions if they are not 
removed in a week. 

"It is only force plus di- 
plomacy that can stop the 
slaughter in Sarajevo,” Ms. 
Albright told the 15-member 
Security Council. 

She warned Bosnian Serbs 
besieging Sarajevo: “You have 
a choice. You can live up to 
your avowed desire for 
peace... or you can take 
aggressive actions and invite 
bitter consequences." 

Russian Ambassador Yuli 
Vorontsov said: “It is obvious- 
ly extremely important for the 
Security Council to back up its 
demands with a proper resolu- 
tion" for a ceasefire in 
Sarajevo and the withdrawal of 
heavy weapons from the zone. 

Russia, a traditional ally of 
the Serbs and under imense 
pressure from Russian 
nationalists in the Kremlin, has 
balked at NATO’s threat to 
use air power without a new 
Security Council vote. 

Britain, France and the Un- 
ited States argue that the raids 


can be carried out and that 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali already has the power to 
order them under existing 
Security Council resolutions. 

French Ambassador Jean- 
Bemard Merimee said his 
country strongly supports 
reaching a politically negoti- 
ated settlement, though it 
appears the conflict has now 
reached a turning point. 

I n Sarajevo, U.N. 
peacekeepers said there was no 
split with NATO over the ulti- 
matum to Bosnian Serbs. 

Senior officers of the United 
Nations Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) think radar moni- 
toring of the Serb guns, backed 
by the threat of air attack in 
case of ceasefire violations, 
would be enough to ensure 
they stay silent. 

Although U.N. commanders 
are pressing the Serbs at con- 
stant negotiations to comply 
with the' demands made on 
them, UNPROFOR spokes- 
man Bill Aikman said: "The 
10-day ultimatum is a NATO 
ultimatum. It is not our ultima- 
tum." 

General Sir Michael Rose, 
the British commander of UN- 
PROFOR, told the London 
Times at the weekend that he 
would decide the timing of any 

(Continued on page 5) 


ANOTHER FIRST FROM JNB 

FAST AND EASY WAY TO SEND MONEY TO SRI LANKA 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 5 gladly announces the beginning of a new remittance 
scheme to Sri Lanka in cooperation with Bank of Ceylon- Sri Lanka. 

A safe and fast way by which the beneficiary will receive payment in cash within 
4-7 days , anywhere in Sri Lanka through Bank of Ceylon’s 300 branch network. 

For more information, please call the Service Center 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK £ ,Omar Bin Afkhattab Branch. Jabal Amman, First 
Circle, near the Sri Lankan Consulate, Tel : 653571 where Mr. Jalaludin, a repre- 
sentative of Bank of Ceylon will answer all of your questions. 

<£> asysb JtoS -as 'so g£)*ssf. 

§ ©0*50 Uto 3*^3 

os <d ^ 

S)^ % ©OS boeafi) 

goo , SO osao^-a 3oo£» 


S-ssiooS -asfezoo %>€>*s<*§oo ! 

&U 11 

* 






Bank of Ceylon 


'i&U-JKjJSl 1 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK I 





I , 


'er 


t 

n 

fi 

s 

* 

to 

e 

it 

si 


»._i 

•» j 


£ 


a 

a 

ft 

iu 

0 

» 

2( 


» . 


T 

T. 

d* 

4* 

(S 

m 

su 

dc 


P 

c a 


il. 


n 


Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, TUESDAY. FEBRUARY 15, 1994 



Deal unlikely to 
end Yemeni rift 


$y Assem Abdul Mohsen 

/■> Reuter 

SANAA — Yemen’s feuding 
leaders sign a peace deal next 
week bur their mutual distrust 
oiOs su deep that the accord is 
Unlikely to end a crisis tearing 
the: country apart, political 
sources say. 

\ {loth President Ali Ahdullah 
Saleh and his rival and deputy 
Vi cO- Pres idem Ali Salem A I 
Beidh have said they will sign 
the -document in Amman on 
FeK pledging full support 
ffirihe political and economic 
refitrms it contains. 

".Sheikh Sanan Abu Luhoum. 
an .independent member of an 
oil-party committee that nego- 
tiated ihe deal and an influen- 
tial tribal leader told a televi- 
sion interviewer on Saturday 
rugKt: "There is simply no trust 
btittyeen the two sides.” 

- Abdul Rahman A1 Jefri. 
leader of the opposition Ye- 
men Peoples League and 
another member of the eom- 
miitee said: "Differences have 
handicapped the administra- 
tion. Therefore it cannot and 
will not do anything.” 

“We will sign the accord 
before the eyes of the entire 
world, hut nothing else will 
happen.” Mr. Jefri said. "Af- 
ter the signing, each side will 
stick to his pre-signing position 
and start blaming the other for 
failing to implement the 
acco rd.” 

T he sources said the accord, 
to be signed by all Yemeni 
political leaders in and outside 
the ! governing coalition, had 
fttie chance of success. 

The feud had turned person- 
al between Mr. Saleh and Mr. 
Beidh. the leaders of North 
and South Yemen respectively 
who engineered the merger of 
the two countries in I WO. 

Mr. Saleh, an army colonel 
turned politician who ruled the 
conservative north part of Ye- 
men from 1978. agreed under 
the accord to devolve some of 
his- powers to the cabinet and 
to authorities in the region to 
appease Mr. Beidh's Yemen 
Socialist Party. 

But the sources said recon- 
ciliation was only possible if 
Mr: -Saleh, among other things, 
loosened his tight grip on the 
security forces and government 
puree strings. 

Mr. Beidh and his YSP. who 


before the merger ran southern 
Yemen as a Soviet-style one- 
party state, will have to effec- 
tively give up control of south- 
ern armed forces that have 
remained separate almost four 
years after union. 

He would also have to cede 
control of rich oilfields in 
southern regions that continue 
to be run From the southern 
capital Aden, they said. 

"All this looks impossible 
for the moment. It will take a 
long time for goodwill to he 
restored. Neither side is likely 
to concede any real powers 
until then.” one source said. 

An opposition source said: 
"Nothing has changed. They 
tthe YSP and Saleh's General 
Poeple's Congress) are paying 
lip service to the accord to 
placate public opinion.” 

"The real problem lies in 
who has the upper hand in 
running the country and con- 
trolling its resources.” the 
source said. 

Mr. Saleh wants Mr. Beidh 
and YSP ministers and offi- 
cials. including Prime Minister 
Abu Bakr Al Attas. to return 
to Sanaa from Aden on the 
signing of the accord. 

Mr. Beidh. whose party says 
154 of its members have been 
killed since the merger, would 
like to see a start of im- 
plementing the accord before a 
gradual return to the capital 
Sanaa. 

A northern colonel loyal to 
Mr. Saleh. Colonel Yahya Al 
Jouht. was seriously injured on 
Friday in the latest of a rash of 
political violence since July. 
GPC sources said. 

Mr. Beidh. addressing a 
meeting in Aden last week, 
said he would seek a plebscite 
if other partners in the coali- 
tion government failed to im- 
plement the accord. A pan 
from the YSP and GPC. the 
coalition includes the Islamist 
Is I ah Party of Parliamentary 
Speaker Sheikh Abdullah Ben 
Hussein Al Ahmar. 

Mr. Saleh, in a message to 
the nation on the occasion of 
Ramadan which started on Fri- 
day called for the opening of u 
new page. 

But one political source 
said: “The signing will be no- 
thing more than a truce lasting 
perhaps until the end of Rama- 
dan (mid March).”' 



An Afghan boy is comforted by his mother while 
being treated by a doctor at a Red Cross- 
supported south Kabul hospital. The boy suffers 


from abdominal and leg wounds caused by an 
exploding rocket fired during fighting between 
rival factions (AFP photo) 


Major urges Iran to lift 
Rushdie death sentence 


LONDON (Agencies) — Brit- 
ish Prime Minister John Major 
urged Iran Monday to revoke a 
five-year-old death edict on 
writer Salman Rushdie or face 
continued international isola- 
tion. 

Mr. Rushdie, 46. has been in 
hiding under British police 
protection since his novel “the 
Satanic Verses*' was de- 
nounced by Iran as blasphemy 
against Islam. 

“We all want to make clear 
to the Iranian government that 
they cannot enjoy full and 
friendly relations with the rest 
of the international community 
unless and until we can be 
statisfied that there is no furth- 
er direct or indirect threat from 
die Iranian authorities to Mr. 
Rushdie’s life or to that of 
others associated with his 
book,” Mr. Major said in a 
statement. 

“I hope very much that they 
will listen to the message,” said 
the prime minister, who de- 
monstrated his full support for 
Mr. Rushdie at a meeting with 
the Indian-born British author 
last May that provoked fury in 
Tehran. 

Mr. Major's statement was 
issued to coincide with the fifth 
anniversary of the death order, 
issued in a “fatwa,” or edict. 


by the late Ayatollah Ruhotlah 
Khomeini. 

The book's Japanese trans- 
lator has been murdered. The 
Italian translator has been 
attacked, and last October, 
Mr. Rushdie's Norwegian pub- 
lisher William Nygaard was 
shot and seriously wounded in 
Oslo. 

For five years, Mr. Rushdie 
has lived under constant pro- 
tection of Scotland Yard's Spe- 
cial Branch, which still moves 
him around among an undis- 
closed number of safe houses. 

The author's government 
protection has so far cost an 
estimated £S million ($7-5 mil- 
lion), of which he is said to 
have contributed more than 
$500,000 of his own money. 

On Monday, Rushdie sup- 
porters were turned away by 
tiie Iranian embassy in London. 
Monday as they tried to deliver 
a letter supporting the author. 

About a dozen members of 
the International Rushdie De- 
fence Committee, including 
opposition Labour Deputy 
Mark Fisher and British novel- 
list Julian Barnes, tried to de- 
liver a message addressed to 
Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi . Rafsanjani asking 
that he cancel the death sent- 
ence. 


Sporadic 
shelling 
continues 
in Kabul 


Aideed seen as key to renewed civil war 


■ By Peter Smerdon 
Reuter 


MOG A DISH U — Clan battles 
in the southern Somali port of 
Kismayu are reopening deep 
wounds as factions scramble 
for power. 

Aid officials and U.N. milit- 
ary-officers strongly believe no 
one wants a return to the two- 
year civil war halted hv U.S. 
intervention in Somalia in De- 
cember 1992 to end famine. 

But they say the spark that 
would igc-ic renewed civil war 
would be intervention by 
Mogadishu warlord Moham- 
mad Farah Aideed. 

."The situation in the area 
remains tense with Kismayu 
cit£at the centre of the turhu- 
fenct.” said a senior U.N. 
mjiifury official on Sunday, 
ad&ng that nearly ail factions 
involved were negotiating 
secretly to build a dominant 
chin alliance. 

The officials say control of 
Kiismavu. gateway to the fertile 
south, is the prime outstanding 
dispute stirred back to life by a 
withdrawal of U.S. and allied 
western U.N. peacekeepers by 
March 31. 

“Violence Ls not expected to 
Ini' substantial unless there is 
SbiA (Somali National 


Alliance) support from Moga- 
dishu.” said the senior U.N. 
official, adding that SNA chief 
Aideed was doubtless monitor- 
ing the situation. 

General Aideed. whose 
power base is in southern 
Mogadishu, fought a four- 
month war with U.N. 
peacekeepers until Octoher 
lust year when U.S. President 
Bill Clinton ordered a with- 
drawal of U.S. forces. 

"There will be more trouble 
in Kismayu when forces re- 
group but everyone loses if it 
leads to civil war before the 
ruins stop large-scale military 
movements from April.” said a 
top aid official. 

"At the moment it remains 
the largest of several worrying 
bubbles of violence which we 
had expecred to arise with the 
U.N. withdrawal as factions 
sort themselves out.” he 
added. 

The first 1(X) German U.N. 
peacekeepers left Mogadishu 
on Sunday by ship for Mombasa, 
Kenya. The United States. 
France. Italy. Greece. Nor- 
way. Tunisia. Turkey and 
South Korea are also pulling 
their peacekeeping forces our 
by the end of March. 

Dozens killed and wounded 
in Kismayu battles pitting mili- 
tiamen loval to Gen. Said Her- 


si "Morgan” against his arch- 
rival Colonel Ahmad Omar 
Jess. 

Aid workers who flew out of 
the port rirv on Saturday said 
Gen. Morgan's forces had 
driven out of Kismayu up to 
5. UOt) civilians from the 
Ogadeni sub-clan who had 
trickled back since Col. Jess 
was routed from his former 
stronghold in April last year. 

The U.N. military official 
said Friday’s fighting was the 
retaliation by Gen. Morgan’s 
wing of the Somali Patriotic 
Movement (SPM) for an attack 
by Col. Jess's forces on Thurs- 
day against the town of Bulo 
Xaaji. 8U kilometres southwest 
of Kismayu. 

He said Gen. Morgan's harti 
sub-clan fighters were effec- 
tively kicked out of their main 
stronghold at Bulo Xaaji on 
Thursday. 

But as they pulled back they 
took some prisoners, including 
Col. Ahmad Hashi. number 
two in Col. Jess's rival SPM 
wing. 

He said Gen. Morgan was 
believed to he in the northwest 
Somali port of Bosaso seeking 
support from Mohammad 
Ibrahim Egal. self-styled 
"president” of the breakway 
republic of Somaliland. 

He said U.S. and Beleiun 


U.N. troops in Kismayu cre- 
ated calm last year until last 
Octoher when the Belgian con- 
tingent blocked Col. Jess from 
taking on Gen. Morgan. The 
Belgian left Somalia in Decem- 
ber. 


The Kismayu area is current- 
ly held by a 1.200-sirong Indi- 
an infantry battalion and a 
tank squadron equipped with 
T-72s and a Zimbabwean in- 
fantry company charged with 
holding the airport. 

U.N. officers said their 
forces would avoid being suck- 
ed into the Kismayu inter-elan 
violence and would only act to 
defend themselves if they or 
aid agencies came under 
attack. 

They said there were no 
plans to evacuate the U.N. 
troops. 

Aid officials said the Kis- 
mayu power struggle was unre- 
lated to a plague of bomb 
attacks and shooting against 
aid agencies in the towns of 
Belet Huen. Baidoa and Buaic 
in the last three weeks. 

They said those incidents 
and a bomhing in Mogadishu a 
week ago were the work of 
Muslim fundamentalists hut 
might provoke a crackdown 
from much larger factions such 
as Gen. Aideed 's SNA. 


KABUL (AFP) — Sporadic 
shelling rocked residential 
areas in eastern Kabul Mon- 
day. amid a growing casualty 
toil which now tops 16,000 
injury cases registered by the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (1CRC). 

Among the incoming rounds 
were six heavy calibre mortar 
shells which slammed into the 
former diplomatic enclave of 
Wazair Akbar Khan district. 

One hit an upper storey bal- 
cony and blasted shrapnel in- 
side several rooms, fortunately 
unoccupied at the time. 

The Red Cross estimate of 
war-wounded includes outpa- 
tients treated more than once, 
during the first 42 days of die 
45-day factional fighting. 

A further 500 casualties 
were recorded by the ICRC for 
January's fighting in the north- 
ern capital of Mazar-e-Sharif, 
with no information available 
as yet on casualties caused by 
fighting in western Fariab pro- 
vince and a reported outbreak 
of recent factional friction in 
southern Kandahar. 

The first days of the fasting 
month which started Friday 
saw diminished bombardment 
between factions fighting for 
and against President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani in Kabul, but 
this has not resulted in fewer 
civilian casualties. 

There were 255 patients 
jammed into the 180-bed Red 
Cross-supported hospital of 
Karte Se in south Kabul, 
where even the children's play- 
room is packed with war- 
wounded. 

The plight of children in the 
Karte Se hospital is pitiful. The 
youngest patients seen were 
two girls aged about two years 
— one had her right arm blown 
off by rocket shrapnel and the 
other had lost her left leg. 

Another eight -year-old girl 
suffering body bums lost both 
her mother and father in a 
rocket attack, but her distres- 
sed aunt asked how this girl's 
two-day old surviving sister 
would be fed. 

There was still no official 
Kabul ceasefire despite reports 
that the warring factions had 
agreed to hold their fire for the 
first four days of the Ramadan 
fasting. 

"Officially we have no ceas- 
efire," said Defence Ministry 
officials, who nevertheless ack- 
nowledged that peace negotia- 
tions were continuing. 

“Any future ceasefire will be 
temporary and conditional." 
they added. 


Gunmen 
ambush bus 
carrying 
Romanians 
in Egypt 


ASS1YUT. Egypt (R) — Two 
gunmen opened fire at a bus 
carrying eight Romanian and 
two Egyptian engineers in the 
.south Egyptian city of Assivui 
at dawn on Monday but no one 
was hurt, security sources said. 

It was the first attack on 
foreigners in Egypt this year 
and The first since the militant 
Gama’a Al Islamiyah told 
tourists and foreign investors 
earlier this month that they 
should leave the country for 
their own safety. 

The security sources said 
some bullets hit the bus and 
smashed windows. 


The driver said he saw two 
people with pistols open fire 
from the front and side of the 
bus. The passengers all lay 
down on the floor and the bus 
did not srop. he added. 

The engineers, eight Roma- 
nians and two Egyptians, work 
at the Assivut Cement Co. in 
ihe city, on the Nile 320 
kilometres south of the capital 
Cairo. 

Assiyut is one of the centres 
of the Gamn’.i. the largest vio- 
lent group trying to overthrow 
the Egyptian government and 
replace it with a strict Islamic 
government. 


It started attacking fore- 
igners in October 1992. 
apparently in an attempt to 
wreck the (twist industry, one 
of the country's main sources 
of foreign exchange. 

In u total of 1 1 attacks so far. 
ihrce foreigners have been kil- 
led and 20 wounded. Three 
Egyptians have been killed and 
50 wounded in the same opera- 
tions. 

The attacks have been a 
serious blow to the tourist in- 
dustry. which once brought ab- 
out $3 billion a year. Officials 
sav they cost the country about 
$900 million in 1993. ’ 


More than 30(1 people have 
been killed in the wider con- 
flict between violent Islamist 
groups and the government. 
Most of ( them have been 
.policemen ,an3 "militants' in 
southern T;gypt. .. 
jj^The last attack on foreigners 
was on Dec. 27. when gunmen 
ambushed a tourist bus in old 
Cairo, wounding eight Au- 
strians and eight Egyptians. 
Two newspapers said they re- 
ceived claims of responsibility 
from the Gnma'a. 


The Gama’a first threatened 
to hit tourism in 1992 but it 
renewed the threat twice last 
week in response to a raid in 
which police shot dead seven 
of its members in Cairo. 

Last week the group planted 
bombs at three Cairo banks 
and announced a violent cam- 
paign against usury. One of the 
bombs exploded, causing 
minor damage. 

The government says the 
militants arc mercenaries paid 
hv unnamed foreign countries 
to wreck the Egyptian eco- 
nomy. 


The U.S. embassy, con- 
cerned about threats by ex- 
tremists against foreigners, on 
Sunday urged Americans to 
increase their vigilance. 

"This is a safe place to live, 
but it could be changing,” U.S. 
embassy security officer 
'Robert O'Rien told American 
expatriots here. 

“Rien said the embassy was 
not advising people to leave 
Egypt or not to visit. His office 
had no knowledge that specific 
nationalities, groups or com- 
panies wer ebeing targeted, he 
said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jerusalem to swell to 700,000 population 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The population - of. 
Jerusalem will grow from 565.000 to nearly 7CKLOOO by the end 
of the centurv. according to a municipal study published 
Monday. Sarah Hershkovitz. head of the city’s strategic 
planning department based her estimates on land availability 
for building undercurrent zoning laws. She found 32,()(X) more 
housine units could be put up for Jews and 15.200 for Arabs by 
the year 20IX). but that the population growth could be greater 
if the laws were altered. Some 72 per cent of the population js 
Jewish and 28 per cent Arab. 


Campaign against Sikhs kills 2 in Kuwait 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Gunmen have killed two Sikhs and 
seriously wounded a third in a violent campaign targetring the 
Indian community here. Indian Ambassador Prem Singh said 
Monday. The attacks started on Nov. 3 when gunmen Using 
silencers shot the three Sikhs. There was another murder 
attempt on a Sikh last Thursday and a shop owned by a Sikh 
.was burned down on Dec. 31. with damages estimated at $3.36 
million. Men also reportedly threatened a store owner on 
Saturday. The ambassador could not say if the campaign had 
political or religious motives. Interior Ministry officials told 
AFP police were trving to track down the culprits, but did not 
think there was an organised campaign against the J 60.000- 
strong Indian community in Kuwait. Mr. Singh criticised 
police in the industrial area of Al Shweikh. a western surburb 
of Kuwait City, for arresting 26 Sikhs before releasing them 
two hours later after Kuwaiti officials intervened. “UntH now 
we have had no explanation for why they were arrested.” the 
ambassador said. "The Indian community is worried. 


Iran protests to Czechs over controversial film 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran protested to the Czech Republic 
Sunday over the screening on Czech television of the Martin 
Scorsese film “The Last Temptation of Christ." the official 
Iranian news agency IRNA said. The protest was conveyed to 
the Czech ambassador to Tehran. Jiri Osvald. who iwas 
summoned to the foreign ministry. The ministry’s director- 
general for Central and Northern Europe. Ebrahim Rahi tn- 
pour. told Mr. Osvald the Czech government should "not 
allow the sentiments of Christians and Muslims to be further 
hurt." IRNA reported. Mr. Rahim pour said he hoped the 
Czech government would prevent moves against the prophets, 
which he said were carried out by "international circles^ 
particularly ihe Zionists." The Czech Catholic Church also 
condemned the film, which portrays Jesus Christ living an 
ordinary family life, describing it as an "historical lie.” 


Qatari TV airs report on embargo-hit Iraq 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatari state television has aired a report on 
Iraqis suffering from international sanctions, the first such 
programme by a Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) member 
since Iraq's invasion of Kuivait in 1990. Shot in various Iraqi 
towns, the first in four episodes focused on complaints by 
Iraqis about the effects of the sanctions on their daily lives and 
comments by Iraqi officials. Several of those interviewed said 
they could not understand why the embargo was being 
maintained "after Kuwait was returned to the Kuwaitis" and 
called for the Arab states to support Baghdad's position to 
have the sanctions lifted. Iraqi Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mahdi Saleh also told the programme that his country opposed 
a U.N. resolution allowing for the sale of limited quantities of 
oil under United Nations control. Iraq says the restrictions for 
the sale htum its sovereignty. Besides Oman, which has always 
" maintained normal relations with Iraq. Oatar is the only GCC 
country to have restored links with Baghdad after it partici- 
pated in the U.S.-led coalition that ousted Iraq from Kuwait in 
February 1991. 


Israel wants Thai workers for danger zone 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Israel’s agricultural cooperative wants 
to hire 35U Thai workers for its farms in the Gush Katif region 
south of the Gaza Strip, but has warned they could be in some 
danger, ihe Thai foreign ministry said Monday. All workers 
recruited by the Moshav movement will be sent to farms near 
Israel's border with Egypt, where the political situation remain 
uncertain, a ministry statement said. The workers will stay 
with their employers and their lives will be insured, but Thais 
should consider the possible danger and the working condi- 
tions before signing up. it said. Those who go will earn $300 to 
$400 a month. The political situation in the region remains 
unclear while Israel and the Palestinian Liberation Organisa- 
tion continue to hammer out a peace agreement, it'said. 


Grenade hurts 1 at party office in Turkey 


ISTANBUL (R) — One person was slightly wounded when a 
hand grenade was thrown into a crowded political panv office 
in Istanbul, police said on Monday. They said an unidentified 
man tossed the grenade through a window into the crowded 
office of the pro-Mamie Welfare Panv. A panv worker was 
wounded in the neck. The blast shattered windows and 
damaged furniture, the attacker fled. No one claimed respon- 
sibility. The separatist Kurdish Labour Party has claimed 
responsibility for a lime bomb explosion at a train station in 
suburban Istanbul on Saturday which killed five militarv 
cadets and wounded 50 other people. 


Piranhas pilfered from Tel Aviv zoo 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Fearless thieves have made off with two 
dozen red piranhas and a rare parrot from a Tel Aviv zoo . a 
zoo spokesman said Monday. The six-year-old taikinu parrot- 
called Riki failed to sound the alen as ihe burglars broke into 
"the World of Silence” zoo through an attic window on 
Saturday night and made off with the carniverous Fish. Thev 
left behind a pair of heavy plastic gloves. 
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Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


Amman 67 per cent. Aqaba 35 per 
cent. 


WEATHER 


Bulkiin supplied by the Department of 

Meteorology. 


Temperatures win roc slightly and 
winds win he westerly moderate. In 
Aqaba, h will be northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan Valley 


Min-/Mux- temp. 

6/14 

9/23 

4/16 

io/a 


Yesterday's high temperamna: Am- 
man 13. Aqaba 22. Humidity readings: 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr.Nidal AIMahsiri 751672 

Dr.SalahAfUsud 649028 

Dr. Khalil Al Jbali 740740 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77X336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairouih pharmacy 623672 

Najih pharmacy *47632 

IRBfD: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Khalil* 2S3476 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 985550 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Depart men I 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Crvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade X9122X 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complain is 605BUU 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints K974A7 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 1 7871 II 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12! 

Overseas Calls 1)10230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Waicr Authority 680100 

Jordan Elcetrici'ty Authority ... KI56I5 
Electric Power 

Company 6363X1 


RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-5 3200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khatidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J . Amn. ... 642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Ahdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahlr. Ahdali 664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajrecn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 W26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt, Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)9011560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital (tWJTOWO 

KB©; 

Princes Basnu Hospital (02) 275555 

Greek Caiholie Hospital (02)272275 

(bn Al Nafas Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information n supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the QtrCCfl Alia International 
Airport Td. (0R)53200-5. where it 
should always he verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

WtSS .... Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

•7:35 Damascus (RJ) 

•7:45 Dhahran(RJ) 

09:10 Muscat, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:2S Aqaba (RJ) 

Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

Ub20 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

H:15 Jeddah (odd) (RJ) 

16-J5 London (RJ) 

I Frankfurt (RJ) 

MeSS Cario(RJ) 

17 J9 Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:5® London. Frankfurt (RJ) 


Vienna (OS) 

1*45 Rome (AZ) 

,ws Paris, Beirut (AF) 

11WS Beirut (ME) 

Aden (TY) 

Bucharest (RO) 

«I:IJ ... Amsterdam. Damascus (KL) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1 ) 

Aqaha(RJ) 

wmv .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

JJjJf --.Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

JltS Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

i™ Vienna. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Geneva, Madrid (Rl) 

£5 London (RJ, 

JH® Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Colombo. Singapore (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


JS Vienna (OS) 

Dubai (AZ) 

- Bucharest (RO) 

13 Amsterdam (KL) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TR^jUN 

D *P- /Vom « a &0Qa.HL every Monday 

Ait. Damascus 5 JU p.m. every Monday 

Pep. riimiQ B 7J02.ro. every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5fl0p.ra. every Sunday 

market prices 

Uppcr/lowcr price in fib per kg. 

55® <550 

Banana £00 

Banana (Mukammar) <520 

70/40 

Cauliflower gQ 

*? cmen,iBC ! 260 / 200 

Cacumbcrs (large) 180/120 

Cucumbers (small) 380 / 280 

pW? fanl 170/80 

900/800 

Grape Fruit 220/120 

™ nbcans 1200/900 

tf flon 180/ HD 

Marrow (large) 180/120 

Marrow (small) m 1 200 

700/500 

fer:::::::::::::::::::; SS 

220/150 

380 / 300 

120/80 

Spinach ;; ‘,55 /TO 

String beans (gg 
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Bl^remier, PSD head discuss 
SlaSicurity in the Kingdom 

1 §rOiv;h r [‘TA. . n^_. w ■ 


tome News 



!t growh" 1 'wr a ” 

cenim L ,,, ^L td '> 1AN ' (Petra) Prime 
le ntJ? Aisier Abdul Salam Al Ma- 
** Monday calted at the Pub- 

‘ iccurity Department (PSD) 
2 ih u discussed with its director 
^Vfcunber of matters related to 
rtav e ktjj c j department's requirements 

1 campaign n^ds to ensure continued 

’ussador P rC m^i ,I if'git9 fd *ng of the country's 

*• 3 "ht n p., Withy and stability. 

-*re u a> , a n l u >|«partment Director Abdul 
a %hi.p i| Wr !' j Hunan Al Udwan said after 
images e Ml tdh } £ j meeting that Dr. Majali 
tened ^ aieil ji i; l the visit to be reassured 

t say i* thl ''J* w »n 1 ’ut the general security 
or Nlmisirv " u,r,p <*t 5 .ition and the PSD’s funher 
:i the cuinri, i to ensure the besr ser- 
lian aoj L, ; hu '^- 10 lhe nation - 

mt. s ;; ' ^ 

weikh. a « c | < r «u 
hs before r£>' 
s «ntcn encd 

the\ \v cr .» . lr - rR i l ; 
tnunit\ i' ^ fC '- c ’ ! ‘ 

'controversial^ 

i to ihr ( . 


The prime minister was 
briefed on the general security 
situation in the Kingdom and 
the PSD s training program- 
mes accorded to police offic- 
ers. said Lt. General Udwan. 

Noting that the prime minis- 
ter. who was accompanied by 
Interior Minister Salamch 
Hammad. had expressed confi- 
dence and support for the 
country's security services, 
pledging continued backing. ■ 

Also Monday, the prime 
minister and Mr. Hammad cal- 
led at the Civil Status Passports 
Department and met with its 


director general. Nasouh 
Muhicddin. who outlined the 
department's newly adopted 
procedures to simplify work 
and speed up procedures. 

The prime minister toured 
the department's section and 
inspected their functions and 
met with a number of citizens, 
discussing with them a number 
of matters related to the depart- 
ment's procedures. 

Mr. Muhieddin outlined to 
the prime minister the benefits 
of registering national code 
number on the citizens' family 
books. 









.ion h:-- .ir-.j r^jnc Minister Abdul Salam Al Majali (left) meat head Nasouh Muhieddin in the pre- 
sar.oi.KK. rhe ijpj jnday visits the Civil Status and Passports sence of, (right). Interior Minister Salameh 
C^Lirtu. <ji Cim^pannent where he holds talks with depart- Hammad (Petra photo) 

Shi’l !P ijnum fc - — ■ ■■ ■ - — ■ — 

SHSSDepiities ‘intend to probe’ funds 
J^SSliversion at Ministry of Education 

Xh-^h? ‘■’ L ' r '^^pecial to the Jordan makers, in response to ques- the minister "cannot tax chil- 

j m.u'unmfi Times tions by five deputies, that dren on their education." 

.e ot hmit.-uqamirt^^MAN — A number of the amount was used for Mr. Jaber told the Jordan 
q sa\ ■*_ . deputies are planning to offi- buying cars which will have a Times the minister had taken 

'• J?* 1 ”' A ni ; h hi ‘: A dalIy question Minister of “positive effect" on the pro- no action to reverse his deri- 

ij. U j c ,i r i ■* roe osw '-'Education Khaled Omari* ; cess of education and that rhe sion and deputies would 

rf.:ghj.iu -nitt ii par we p the diversion of funds ; measure was essential for propose to Dr. Omari lo cpn-r 

j>icj lr.. s ir^iKmCfom students' contributions-" ministry officials to cany out sidcr the sum as a loan to be 

o the ministry's budget for their duties. paid back, as it “rightfully 

wrehasing cars for education Dr. Omari said the diver- . belongs to students." 
for danger ZOBlireciors. parliamentary sion of fund from the stu- Mr. Jaber said that “we 
ources have said. dents' contributions was have not forgotten the issue," 

Jllural o>"Pcram<»: "(The Lower House of prompted by the lack of which was first raised in a 

in the Gvh k^'CTarliament) intends to probe funds at the ministry. session of the House a month 

cd th:> ctuio hfif.'-Jie matter further in the near Deputy Abdel Raouf ago. He said the delay in 

id Nio:;d Ail ^Titure." as lawmakers are Rawabdeh rejected Dr., pursuing the matter was due 

\ ill be satisifed with justifica- Omari's justification, saying to the House's preoccupation 

p»»!if»v.i J 'i*u.iiit w,|t 30ns given by Dr. Omari for that the ministry’s action is with debating the food and 
|. The v . rk-r- spending JD 30.000 on the “illegal and the use of con- medicine situation in the 

ull be ii'.'Wju to; Purchase of cars for the tributions should be res- country. 

unJ i h-. - ^ministry's directorates. Isla- tricted to school equipment “Some ministers try to 

who '’‘i will earn" yhnfc Action Front (IAF) de- and building maintenance.” snatch away citizen's rights 

n in the tegi-n irapoiy Abdel Aziz Jaber told He added that students were and we have to stop such 

ian Liberation (w*« Jordan Times. not responsible for the minis- violations.” charged Mr. Ja- 

iee ajifL-i-nu-rii. ii * Dr. Omari had told law try's lack of funds and that ber. 

offscs in Tu % rc j an? j a p an to sign $80m loan deal 

slight!) w-'iuaueJ'' u H^u»innmpnt nrnitvne at a oroiects. those related to ener- 


the amount was used for 
buying cars which will have a 
“positive effect" on the pro- 
cess of education and that the 
measure was essential for 
ministry officials to cany out 
their duties. 

Dr. Omari said the diver- 
sion of fund from the stu- 
dents' contributions was 
prompted by the lack of 
funds at the ministry. 

Deputy Abdel Raouf 
Rawabdeh rejected Dr. 
Omari's justification, saying 
that the ministry's action is 
“illegal and the use of con- 
tributions should be res- 
tricted to school equipment 
and building maintenance.” 
He added that students were 
not responsible for the minis- 
try's lack of funds and that 


the minister "cannot tax chil- 
dren on their education." 

Mr. Jaber told the Jordan 
Times the minister had taken 
no action to reverse his deci- 
sion and deputies wtiuld 
propose to Dr. Omari lo cpnr 
sidcr the sum as a loan to be 
paid back, as it “rightfully 
belongs to students." 

Mr. Jaber said that “we 
have not forgotten the issue," 
which was first raised in a 
session of the House a month 
ago. He said the delay in 
pursuing the matter was due 
to the House's preoccupation 
with debating the food and 
medicine situation in the 
country. 

**Some ministers try to 
snatch away citizen's rights 
and we have to stop such 
violations." charged Mr. Ja- 
ber. 


.I n rfblMAN (J.T.) — The direc- development projects at a 

u L r ' . n unideP* of *e first Middle East meeting with Minister of Plan- 

h< \' '"'Xt ihr* cro*4 HrtmenI at the Japanese ning Ziyad Fanz. 

m dou nH; ' reign Ministry. Shigeru The minister voiced Jordan s 
ri>. A r* !’ . (^rdo,. met ‘with government appreciation to Japan for us 

shuttered / ,nu . ..nistere bere Monday and continued aid to support Jor- 
No one ei-miK ^ his ^mry was dan's industrial, sen-ices and 
iour Parij hJ ' * dting to bolster Jordanian- commercialsectorsandtheba- 

sion at a :r-f ' s »nese relations, especially lance of payments over the 

ich killed me economic and trade fields' past five years, in addition to its 

le. Hr. Hndo, who arrived Sun- efforts to reduce the King 

. * -nn ' on a three-day visit to dom’s foreign debt burden. 
'eSAVtif* 00 dan, learnt about the Jorda- The minister noted that 
. |fttl[h ,n economic situation and among Jordan’s development 

4 ‘t * = — 1 = i 

going on 

.v* -ft- 

EXHIBITIONS 

- — Art exhibition by Jordanian artists at the Royal Cultural 

_ — ^ Centre (6:30 p.m. -midnight). 

^ Art exhibition entitled “Selections from the Artistic Works or 
Vi Terra Sancta High School Students” at Amman National 
^ s uu^^ University, (SaU Road). 

Wood carving exhibition by artist Samer Ousama at the F rench 
lausas ■■ ■ Cultural Centre. 

An exhibition by Iraqi artists at Ab’ad Art Gallery — Mecca 

UhEftBsF r* 1 Street. 

pb 4 Art and photo exhibition by several Arab artists at the Balqa 
yftwwrr pn~ An Gaflery in Fubeis (Tei. 720902). 

Exhibitioa by Lebanese artist Hussein Madi at Darat Al Fnnun 

a : m rnsi>. t;of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. Also showing the 

3 (MuW3 yfij “permanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contemporary artists. (Tei. 

9 ••••; ttotosm) 


projects, those related to ener- 
gy, irrigation, transport and 
communications take priority 
over others. 

According to Mr. Endo. 
Japan and Jordan are expected 
to sign a $80 million loan 
agreement next month to 
further help the country curry 
out development plans. 

Mr. Endo earlier met Dr. 
Jawad Anani. minister of in- 
formation. and was briefed on 
Jordan's stand vis-a-vis the 
Middle East conflict and its 
drive to attain a just and com- 
prehensive peace. 

Dr. Anani reviewed with the 
Japanese official rhe latest de- 
velopments in the peace pro- 
cess. 
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HRH Princess Basina 

School children, 

Q AF collecting 
donations for 
the needy _ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Hundreds 
of boy scouts and girl guides 
along with students from gov- 
ernment schools and commun- 
ity colleges Monday ropmed 
the streets of Amman and 
other cities around the couniiy 
with specially-marked boxes to 
collect donations for the poor. 

The collection is part of a* 
charity campaign during the 
month of Ramadan, 
spearheaded by the Queen 
Alia Fund of Social Develop- 
ment (OAF), to give financial 
and in-kind aid to the poor 
families or to finance their 
small-size, income-generating 
projects. 

Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Basma, who is honorary 
chairperson of QAFs Board of 
Trustees, inaugurated the^cam- 
paign this month . when she 
distributed relief aid to the 
needy families in the Mafraq 
Governorate. 

The Princess inspected the 
progress of the campaign 
which was uiulci»a\ Monday 
in Madaba. Marj Al Hamam 
and Abdalj, watching their col- 
lection drive. 

Later, she talked with the 
girl guides involved in collect- 
ing the donations, voicing her 
appreciationa for their con- 
tributions 40 the charity cam- 
paign* : 

The Princess was accompa- 
nied by Minister of Education 
Khaled Omari and other offi- 
cials. 

A QAF statement said that 
the campaign, the fourth of its 
kind this year, aims to confirm 
the Islamic concept of social 
solidarity within the Jordanian 
family, encourage self-reliance 
and improvo the quality of life 
among the poor. 

Upon announcing the cam- 
paign before the Ramadan 
month started. Princess Basma 
told a press gathering that this 
year the funds raised would 
mainly target three major 
areas of need: rehabilitation 
and vocational training prog- 
rammes for heads of needy 
families, direct in-kind assist- 
ance to needy families suffer- 
ing from malnutrition and poor 
health and financial aid to ex- 
celling underprivileged stu- 
dents so that they may pursue 
higher studies at colleges and 
universities. 

With 45 centres around the 
country, dedicated to helping 
the needy, QAF realises the 
extent of poverty resulting 
from unemployment and other 
causes as well as the social and 
economic conditions of needy 
families, the Princess ex- 
plained. 

Noting that last year's cam- 
paign collected JD 40,000, the 
Princess expressed hope that 
this year’s efforts would collect 
double last year's donations. 
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Majali, Turkmen review UNRWA 
services to Palestinian refugees 


AMMAN (J.T. l — Prime 

Minister Abdul Salam Al M:i- 
j:iii Mondu) discussed with 
\isitinu United Nations Relief 
and Works Aucncs ( UNRWA l 
L’lwnmissioner General liter 
Turkmen issues pertaining to 
the agency's services to the 
Palestinian re I u geos. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Petra, said that issues ol com- 
mon concern to UNRWA and 
Jordan were reviewed mainly 
tiveusing on the agency's edu- 
cational. health, environmen- 
tal and infrastructure services 
to the residents ot the refugee 
camps. 

Dr. Majali voiced Jordan's 
appreciation of UNRWA's 
continued services to the re- 
fugees in the Kingdom and 
requested that they be up- 
graded in order to improve the 
refugees' living conditions. 

Petal s aid. 

Speaking after the meeting. 
Mr. Turkmen said that he ex- 
plained to the prime minister 
the current situation m the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, informing him ahout the 
agency's activities there and 
projects under way to improve 
the social and economic condi- 
tions of the Palestinian re- 
fugees. 

UNRWA has allocated SSU 
million to finance these de-’ 
vciopment projects in the 
occupied Arab land, said Mr. 
Turkmen. He added (hat mat- 


y»ir v 


i ir ~ 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salam Al Majali (second left), 
Monday confers with United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency Commissioner liter Turkmen (second right) in 
the presence of Director of UNRWA in Jordan D ennis 
Brown (first right) and Minister of State Adel Irsheid 
(Petra photo) 


lers related to the progress of 
the Arah-Israeli peace process 
were also discussed with Dr. 
Majali during the meeting. 

Referring to his visit to Jor- 
dan. which started Monday. 
Mr. Turkmen saul that it aim> 
at conducting talks with (he 
Jordanian government on mat- 
ters pertaining n> the Palesti- 
nian refugees and also at in- 
specting UNRWA's work in 
Jordan and the services it 
offers to rhe refugees with a 
view to improving them. 

In reply lo a question asked 
by the Jordan Television. Mr. 
Turkmen said that UNRWA 
currently faces financial prob- 
lems aflectine its huduet and is 


short of cash to cover reeurrent 
health and educational ex- 
penses. 

UNRWA is currently receiv- 
ing. large financial aid from 
donor countries, like the Un- 
ited Stales, the European Un- 
ion nations and Japan, to fi- 
nance projects in the wake of 
the signing ot the Palestinian- 
Israeli accord in Washington 
last September. He said that so 
far the agency received pledges 
for Stiff million for these pro- 
jects in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

Minister of State Adel 
Irsheid and UNRWA Director 
in Jordan Dennis Brown were 
present al the meeting with rhe 


prime minister. 

V Turkmen, who arrived 
via he King Hussein Bridge, 
fror. the West Bank, is on a 
thre- -day visit to Jordan tor 
talks on UNRWA affairs with 
government officials and Mr. 
Brown. 

lhe question ot p.u in- 
creases ini l NKW A stall in 

fin dan is expected to conic up 
in the talks, according lo offi- 
cial sources. 

Mr. Irsheid. who last week 
had a meeting in Vienna wirh 
Mr. 1 1 irk men. saul in a news- 
paper interview this week that 
UNRWA staff in Jordan will 
receive a raise equivalent to 
2.5 per cent of their salaries 
plus JD 15 retroactively, since 
the stan of this year'. 

Representatives of staff 
committees had planned a sit- 
in at the agency's office last 
■ December but postponed ac- 
tion when Mr. Irsheid prom- 
ised that he would discuss their 
grievances and their request 
for better pay with Mr. Turk- 
men. 

Staff committees were re- 
ported as saying that they 
would try to meet with Mr. 
Turkmen during his current 
visit to discuss their d ttnands. 

According to Mr. Irsheid, 
UNRWA promised that it 
would purchase its needs for 
the refugees, particularly 
medicine, from the Jordanian 
markets. 


Bank employees strike for better conditions 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times L ’ 

AMMAN — More than 75 
Middle East Investment 
Bank (MEIBANK) workers 
took to the streets for the 
third consecutive day, strik- 
ing in demand for higher pay, 
equal to that of other em- 
ployees in other banks, and a 
stop to arbitrary employee 
dismissal. 

The protesters, part of the 
130 employees who work at 
the 18 MEIBANK (former 
REFCO) branches in the 
Kingdom, presented a state- 
ment justifying their de- 
mands. "All we have heard 
from the bank's management 
were only promises, and they jj 
keep delaying accomplishing ( 
any of our demands.” presi- fc 
dent of the Banks Union in 
Jordan. Heidar Rashid, told 
the Jordan Times. 

He said the reason the em- 
ployees decided to strike was 
that the employees could see 
through the management's 
schemes which, he claimed, 
aim to provoke employees in 
preparation for dismissing 
them from their jobs. 

He said the employees pre- 
sented a list of demands to 
the management for consid- 
eration. The demands, he 
maintained, include increas- 
ing employees’ wages to meet 
the country’s standards of liv- 
ing; establishing a commit- 
tee, from the employees 
themselves, to organise the 
job promotion system: 
amending the health insur- 
nace system and looking after 
the employees' situation at 
their place of work and 
guaranteeing the employees 
their jobs. 

Mr. Rashid claimed that 
the bank's management re- 
cently started hiring new em- 
ployees and placed them in 
good position, paying them 
higher salaries. 

"This is not fair.” a bank 



Middle East Investment Bank employees on strike at the 
Shmeisani (Photo by Rana Husseini) 


employee who preferred not 
to be identified said. 

“I have been working in 
the bank for nine years, and I 
am training a new employee 
who is getting paid twice the 
salary I am receiving." he 
said. 

Another employee told the 
Jordan Times that the salary 
raise does not exceed 2 per 
cent a year, and that she had 
had a total JD 35 raise in 13 
years. 

“When I started working 
my monthly salary was JD 
125; now I am gening JD 
160,” the woman said. 

The employees accused the 
bank management of lack of 
objectivity in appointing new 
employees. 

“I have been a head of 
department for the past 12 
years and I get paid JD 210, 
and my fellow friend, who is 
also protesting with me. has 
been a branch director for the 
past 14 years and gets paid 
JD 140,” the man said. 

In March 1993, the Central 
Bank of Jordan granted a 
banking licence to the Real 
Estate Financing Corpora- 
tion (REFCO), which was 


established in 1965 as a public 
shareholder company, and it 
was convened into a fully 
fledge bank under its current 
name MEIBANK. It is a 
quoted public shareholding 
company licensed to handle a 
wide range of investment 
banking activities. 

The bank General Director 
Qassem M. Qassem told the 
Jordan Times that a group of 
employees requested some 
changes, including improving 
their job situation, after 
REFCO’s becoming a full 
bank, but “there are priori- 
ties the bank had to accom- 
plish after the transition be- 
fore looking into other 
issues.” 

“We had to study the over- 
all conditions of the banking 
market in Jordan, because it 
was going to take some time, 
and we had to accomplish our 
goals before the end of the 
year," Mr. Qassem said. 

“We held two meetings 
with the delegates of the 
Banks Union on Jan. 18 and 
Jan. 30 and we asked them 
for more time to enable the 
board to study their (em- 
ployees) demands and re- 


bank’s headquarters in 

commendations," he said. 

Mr. Qassem pointed out 
that 14 of the 18 branches 
have maintained their normal 
services despite the strike. 
He added that the bank did 
not dismiss a single bank 
employee, but was hiring 
more employees" because we 
are expanding," 

Mr. Qassem said the board 
issued a third warning to the 
protesters, published in the 
newspapers, adding that 
according to the Labour Law, 
if employees do not report to 
work for three days, they are 
handed a warning to return to 
work and then, if they do not 
report to work for seven con- 
secutive days without legiti- 
mate excuse, the can be dis- 
missed from their jobs. 

Howevei, Mr. Rashid said 
the law stipulates that the 
employer cannot dismiss or 
punish any employee during 
the dispute period. 

“We are not here to start 
any problem, we are just 
seeking our rights and a de- 
cent living,” Mr. Rashid said. 
“We axe going to maintain 
our strike until the board 
complies with our demands." 


Fewer Iraqis seeking asylum through UNHCR in Amman 


5 ! Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artist at Orfali 


^jAn Gallery (TeL 826932 ). 


BOOK EXHIBITION 


■ (jfl Book exhibition at the University of Jordan. 

.;.|j DRAMA 

Drama in Arabic entitled “Happened on a Theatre Day at 

■ ;j the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:30 p.tn. 

^ PIANO RECITAL 

. .Jj? Piano recital by pianist Joanne Hutchison ot the Royal 
. L ? Cultural Centre at 8 JO p.m. 

LECTURE 

^ Lecture in Arabic entitled “International Pacts — A Historical 
Perspective Of Arab Heritage” by Dr. Mustafa Al Hyari at the 
Arab Thought Forum at 7 JO p.m. 


'By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The number of 
Iraqis seeking asylum abroad 
through a U.N. agency in 
Amman has dwindled to a 
trickle, but there was never 
any large number of Iraqis 
approaching the agency in 
the first place, for whatever 
reasons, according to a senior 
U.N. official. 

Janvier de Riedmatten, 
chief of the Jordan miss^jr of 
the United Nations High 
Commissioner for i*„fugees 
(UNHCR), said only around 
5.000 Iraqis h3d approached 
the commission's office in 
Amman since the end of the 
Gulf war over Kuwait in 
March 1991. 

The UNHCR found that 
most of the applicants were 
seeking asylum abroad be- 
cause of economic hardships 
caused by (he international 
sanctions against Iraq, he 
said. 

"Most of them wanted to 
leave their country to make a 
better living outside.” said 
Mr de Riedmatten. noting 


that such applicants fall out- 
side the mandate of the 
UNHCR. 

As such, Mr. de Riedmat- 
ten said, “less than 10 per 
cent of the applicants were 
granted refugee status (by the 
UNHCR)” and the applica- 
tions of others were turned 
down. 

Most of those given re- 
fugee status — which entitles 
them ro UNHCR help to find 
asylum in,a third country and 
subsistence until they actually 
arrive in that country — have 
already left Jordan, he said. 

"Only a few remain in Jor- 
dan." Mr. Riedmatten said, 
declining to be more specific 
or discuss any particular cases 
of political interest. 

Most of the Iraqi refugees 
were accepted by the Scan- 
dinavian countries, “which 
were very generous." while 
others were also accepted by 
countries which have regular 
immigration programmes, 
such as .Australia, the U.S. 
and Canada, he said. 

Thousands of Iraqis used 
ro come to Jordan every day 


in the first few months after 
Baghdad eased travel restric- 
tions in May 1991. The flow 
ebbed as most foreign di- 
plomatic missions imposed 
strict screening procedures or 
dosed the door altogether for 
visa applicants of Iraqi pass- 
port holders. 

Hundreds were struck in 
Jordan for months awaiting 
visas and immigration papers 
arranged by relatives and 
friends abroad before return- 
ing home. 

The number of Iraqis 
travelling to Jordan trickled 
to a few dozen since early last 
year when the Baghdad gov- 
ernment imposed a whopping 
15.000 Iraqi dinars as travel 
tax. The average monthly in- 
come of an Iraqi was around 
200 dinars before the war. It 
now stands at around 600 
dinars. 

The UNHCR maintains an 
office in Baghdad, but it does 
not handle Iraqi applicants 
since the agency's mandate 
stipulates that it would not 
handle applications from the 
nationals of the country 


where it is based. 

Tie Baghdad office of the 
agency looks mainly after Ira- 
nian refugees, some of whom 
had fled their country across 
the border and others left 
their homeland during the 
Iran-Iraq war. 

A few thousand other Ira- 
nians displaced during the 
Iranian revolution of 1979 
also live in Iraq, but they are 
not under the eare of any 
international relief agency. 

Iranian sources say that 
many of them opted to re- 
main in Iraq, particularly 
near the Shiite holy places in 
the country’. 

The UNHCR came in 
strength to Amman during 
the exodus of expatriates 
from Kuwait and Iraq 
through Jordan following the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

Since then, it has handled a 
few thousand cases of re- 
fugees of various countries of 
origin. The largest number of 
non-Iraqis was that of the 
Somalis. Five Somalis given 


refugee status by the 
UNHCR remain in Jordan. 
Mr, de Riedmauan said. 

The ongoing activities of 
the UNHCR in Jordan now 
focus on extending assistance 
to Bosnians who were 
stranded in Jordan in the face 
of hostilities in former 
Yugoslavia as well as those 
invited by the Jordanian gov- 
ernment to stay here until the 
situation allows them to re- 
turn home without fear. 

Mow than 400 Bosnians 
were flown to Amman in 
mid-1993 as the government's 
guests under a programme 
organised by the Hashemite 
Charity Organisation in re- 
sponse to instructions by his 
Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. 

A few dozen of them have 
opted to return home, most 
of them after locating lost 
family members and rela- 
tives. 

The UNHCR helps those 
officially hosted by the gov- 
ernment by sharing part of 


their accommodation costs. 
Mr. de Riedmatten said. 

The agency also extends 
assistance to the Bosnians 
stranded in Jordan, he said, 
estimating their number at 
180. Most of them are stu- 
dents and others who hap- 
pened to be visiting Jorda- 
nian relatives. But the agency 
is not involved in finding 
alternate refuge for them in a 
third country except in a few 
cases where the applicants 
join their spouses or close 
family members outside Jor- 
dan. 

“Resettlement is getting 
increasingly difficult' these 
days, particularly after the 
conflicts in Eastern Europe,” 
said Mr. de Riedmatten. 

The quotas given to Middle 
Eastern refugees by countries 
that have a tradition of 
accepting refugees have been 
shrinking as a result of me 
shift of attention to victims of 
- the strife in former Yugosla- 
via and other former East 
Bloc countries, he said. 
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Putting out the fire 
once and for all 


THE CONTROVERSY that was triggered by the 
clash between Deputy Troyan Faisal and her fellow 
Deputy Jamal Khreisha is not limited to Parlia- 
ment. The implications of the dash between the two 
lawmakers affect the country as a whole. First and 
foremost, our people look to their representatives’ 
interaction in Parliament as an example that should 
be followed and emulated by ordinary folks. But the 
unfortunate episode came as a shock to all of us who 
have unshaken faith in democracy. 

His Majesty King Hussein has repeatedly told his 
people that democracy begins with the self and 
cannot be imposed. If Jordanians cannot conduct 
themselves in the spirit of democracy, and elected 
parliament members at that, then there is a pressing 
need to change behavioural attitudes of those who 
are not ready to shoulder their democratic responsi- 
bilities. 

Now that this problem has reared its ugly head. 
Parliament should contain it and seek an equitable 
solution for it. It is a fact of life that such 
occurrences sometimes happen in the most adv- 
anced nations of the world, but the shocking part 
about Saturday’s incident lies in the fact that we in 
Jordan are not accustomed to such smear attacks, 
especially between members of Parliament. The 
speakers of die Upper ^and Lower Houses of 
Parliament should convene an emergency session to 
deal with the crisis with a view to preventing any 
repetition of such incidents. This could be done by 
putting into effect new norms governing parliamen- 
tary debates. One thought comes to mind in this 
direction. Whenever a new member of Parliament 
takes the oath of office he or she would be called 
upon to make a solemn pledge not to abuse their 
parliamentary privileges and safeguarding the 
dignity of their function. Other measures could also 
be introduced with a view to preventing similar 
clashes. The eyes of Jordanians are focused on the 
Faisal-Khreisha standoff and they expect its resolu- 
tion within the confines of Parliament. Taking the 
issue to court would do ill-service to the legislative 
branch of government by showing that our elected 
representatives are incapable of handling their own 
affairs. It is the prime responsibility of Parliament 
to put their own bouse in order. We expect them to 
do just that. 


A COLUMNIST in A! Ra*i Arabic daily Monday described 
the PLO-Israeli agreement sighed in Cairo recently as a deal 
between Israel and itseif. totally excluding the PLO and 
disregarding the rights and interests of the Palestinian people. 
Fahd Al Fanek said that the deal was tantamount to a consent 
by the PLO to Israel's occupation and continued hegemony 
over Palestinian affairs. Through the Cairo deal. Israel has 
secured everything, while the Palestinians got nothing at all. 
said the writer. Shimon Peres told Israeli Television after the 
‘agreement was signed that Israel's interests were safeguarded, 
noting that the deal ensured continued Israeli security pre- 
rogatives and at the same time saved the Israeli government 
the task ot handling the affairs of people considered alien to 
Israeli society and living as intruders on Israeli land, said 
Fanek. He said that the Arab masses, who had thought that 
the declaration of principles concluded in Oslo would pave the 
ground for the eventual creation of an independent Palestinian 
state in five years, arc now disillusioned and frustrated, he 
said. Indeed we all hav** to admit that the deal involved only 
one party: Israel, because it aims at achieving the goals of the 
Jewish state one hundred per cent and grant the Palestinians 
no rights at all. added the v iter. Should the Arafat- Peres deal 
signed in Cairo serve as n. tel for future deals between the 
Arabs and Israel, s. ij the liter, then it would be far better 
foi "he occupation • • continue because then it opens the door 
for lue Arab peop.i. 'o openly resist it and carry on the struggle 
for freedom. 

A COLUMNIST in -M Uustour praised Qatar television for 
presenting a programme that highlights the suffering of (he 
Iraqi people as a result of the U.N. sanctions. It is a brave step 
on the part ot the Qatari government that should be repented 
hv other governments to help lift the sanctions and end the 
s-L’fferings'of the Iraqi people, said Mohammad K. a wash. The 
writer said such courageous steps can help propagate the idea 
among Arab masses about the need for ending Arab sanctions 
and also for reestablishing solidarity among the Arab states 
wi - .h he said, face a common fate. The embargo on Iraq, said 
the « riter. is by no mear*\ related to the Iraqi occupation of 
Ku-.it. which has long ended. Rather it is an American 
pun.atment imposed on the Iraqi people and. unfortunately, 
had- ■; i by the so-called international legitimacy. Furthermore, 
the sanctions on Iraq are causing considerable damage to the 
Jordanian economy for no reason. The sanctions and the siege 
on A.j.iba have nothing to do with the embargo. On Iraq, and 
it is u uretiable to see "the world community doing nothing to 
help e.iij this injustice to Jordan, continued the writer. He said 
'•■is been customary for Jordan to take up the subject of the 
siegi. \qaba with every guest, including the French foreign 
minisrei . m| v and the U.S. secretary ol state who. rhe wrirer 
said, ha reu. d Jordan that the U.S. ‘sill look into the 
Kingdor.. s grievii,. '! 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Sunshine and thunder, in 1989 and 1994 


Poverty and water are probably the two most serious 
medium-term threats to stability and progress in Jordan and 
the rest of the Arab region, and they both deserve far more 
rigorous, urgent and extensive attention than they are getting 
today. 

To our credit, the poverty issue has been openly discussed at 
the highest level of government for many years, ever since it 
emerged as a growing problem in the mid-1980s. Poverty 
became a major nationwide threat in rhe period 1988-1991. 
following the cumulative impact of. a) the collapse of the 
foreign exchange value of the dinar in mid- 1988, b) the 
introduction of the economic adjustment programme in early 
1989. c) the 1990 Gulf crisis, and d) the 1991 Gulf war and 
repatriation of perhaps over 300.000 Jordanian nationals from 
the Gulf. 

The government, non-governmental organisations (NGOs). 
and international development partners have carried out 
several studies recently to document the extent and causes of 
poverty. Credible surveys by the Statistics Department indi- 
cate that the percentage of families living under the poverty 
line doubled in the decade of the 1980s, from around 10 per 
cent to a high of 21 per cent in 1992. (The poverty line was 
defined as a monthly family income of JD 89 in 1989. and 
absolute poverty was JD 41: in 1992-93. the poverty line was 
JD 1 19 for a family that paid rent and JD 97 for a family that 
did not pay rent, and absolute poverty was JD 61). 

The situation improved somewhat by 1993. as rhe Jordanian 
economy resumed growth and new jobs reduced the unem- 
ployment rate. After the government increased salaries for 
civil servants, the Statistics Department survey showed that 
18.3 per cent of families lived below the poverty line in 1993. 
While this figure is about the same as the poverty level in 1989. 
the more serious indicator is that the percentage of families 
living in absolute poverty increased from 1 .5 per cent in 1989 
to 5.3 per cent in 1993. * 

Given that the average size of poor families is nine persons 
per family (compared to 6.4 persons per non-poor families), 
and given that we have an estimated 120.000 poor families, the 
total number of people living in poverty in Jordan today is just 
over one million, of whom over 250.000 persons live in 
absolute poverty. Not only do we have a relatively large poor 
class: we also have a growing class of abjectly poor families 
that are unable to cope in our urban, wage labour, consumer- 
oriented economy. 

There are also serious signs that we may be accepting 
relatively large-scale poverty as a permanent if vexing reality. 
It has become common today to see poor people making the 
rounds of garbage cans in front of homes in better off parts of 
our large cities and towns; businesses and private homes are 
routinely approached by indigent persons seeking money, 
work, or a sense of hope that they can care for their children 
and families. Theft, crime and dishonesty in businesses are on 
the rise. Poverty is no longer a shocking novelty; it has become 
a routine feature of our landscape. 


The government and the people of Jordan as a whole are 
aware of the poverty problem, and we can take pride in the 
many public and private sector efforts to alleviate the suffering 
of poor families. At the request of the prime minister, a 
multi-disciplinary government committee is now formulating a 
strategy to alleviate poverty. This important work is being 
personally directed by the Minister of Social Development 
Mohammad Sqour and it deserves widespread public discus- 
sion to assure that an effective strategy is formulated to come 
to grips with the heart of the problem. It is to Dr. Sqour's and 
the government’s credit that this strategy is being discussed 
already among a wide cross-section of Jordanians. 


“Allowing nearly one-fifth of Jordanian 
families and nearly one-fourth of Jorda- 
nian individuals to remain mired in a 
perpetual cycle of poverty and despair 
will provide fertile breeding grounds for 
social tension and political extremism . 99 


Reducing poverty is likely to require hard political and 
economic decisions that will reflect a fundamental change in 
our national economic and political values. To address the 
needs of a million or more poor people, we may have to deal 
with such tough issues as redirecting our health and education 
expenditures away from higher education and hospital-based 
tertiary health care, towards primary/basic education, literacy 
training, and primary health care. Powerful vested interests 
will oppose such strategic shifts for two reasons: they can make 
a lot of money from the system's current priorities, and the 
poor are not organised into a political constituency that can 
impact on the existing power structure. Yet. the current 
situation is loaded with social and political dynamite. 

Allowing nearly one-fifth of Jordanian families and nearly 
one- fourth of Jordanian individuals to remain mired in a 
perpetual cycle of poverty and despair will provide fertile 
breeding grounds for social tension and political extremism — 
especially if the suffering of the poor remains extensive or 
increases, and if the poor are not given the priority they 
deserve by a political power structure that might feel it can 
discount them as an invisible community with no political 
strength. 

The economy is unlikely to provide enough new jobs to 
meet demand among the unemployed and the new entrants to 
the labour market in the years to come. The economy also 
remains delicately balanced between dependence and sustain- 
able growth, deeply vulnerable to external factors of aid. trade 
and political sentiments that can quickly result in higher 



By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

KOMI: — As the North Atlan- 
tic Treat) Organisation 
tNATOJ prepares to launch 
the first combat action in its 
J5-ye.sr history irom air bases 
m It.il\. much more is at stake 
than whether allied warplanes 
can hit Serh artillery positions 
around Sarajevo. 

For the lo-nation western 
alliance, which won the cold 
war without having to fire a 
shot, the question is whether 
(fie use ol lorcc will now res- 
tore its tattered credibility ot 
whether it will mark a decisive 
stage in NATO’s decline. 

■'Failure to live up to this 
undertaking would extract an 
extremely high price." Italian 
Foreign Minister Beniamino 
Andrcatta s,ud in a newspaper 
interview published on 
Sunday . 

"It would call into question 
NATO’s credibility way 
beyond the Bosnian issue." 

NATO Secret aiy -General 
Manfred Wocrner is fond ol 
boasting that the alliance has 
never tailed and that it will 
play a vital role in these turbu- 
lent times, helping to deal with 
other > ngoslav -style conflicts 
in 1 urnpc 


Diplomats say that if the 
North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation succeeds in lifting the 
siege ol Sarajevo with its latest 
threats or through air strikes, 
where diplomacy has so far 
tailed, it could give NATO the 
boost it seeks. 


clear signal (hat NATO is able 
to acr when the circumstances 
.require." 

It may be NATO's last 
chance to prove that point. 

The alliance threatened last 
August to use force to break 
the siege of Sarajevo but no- 


“ For the 16-nation Western alliance, 
which won the cold war without having 
to fire a shot, the question is whether the 
use of force will now restore its tattered 
credibility or whether it will mark a 
decisive stage in NATO's decline ” 


As the uorld's only surviving 
military alliance. NATO is pre- 
paring for joint peacekeeping 
missions with its former Com- 
munist Iocs in Eastern Europe. 
Many of them are hopeful they 
will Ik- able to join (he alliance 
soon. 

“If we do it right in Bosnia, 
we will establish our credibility 
lor got id with these people." 
said one alliance diplomat in 
Brussels. 

Those who would use force 
to achieve their aims anywhere 
else m Europe would get a very 


thing came ol it. NATO offi- 
cials blamed the United Na- 
tions for failing to order the 
planes in hut the alliance lost 
luce nonetheless. 

This time. NATO has given 
the Serbs a Id-day deadline tor 
(hem to withdraw artillery and 
other heavy weapons from the 
hills around Sarajevo or put 
them under U.N. control 
ll not. they will law air 
strikes when the deadline ex- 
pires in one week’s time. 

But there are two ways m 
which i he operation could un 


wrong for NATO'. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali has to give the 
green light for the first air 
strike and could, at least in 
theory, block alliance action 
alter the deadline expires. 

NATO diplomats said this 
was unlikely because the Un- 
ited Slates and other Western 
nations would bring enormous 
pressure In hear on him if he 
refused. 

But (he more worrying pros- 
pect is that NATO will, as a 
rcsu'T of air strikes, be vlraggevl 
into : wir that it cannot' win 
and h ! ncit will have enormous 
human anii financial costs — m 
short, that Inc alliance u. ill lai! 
in its first combat action. 

The main concern is that air 
strikes will bring retaliation 
against lightly-armed U.N. 
troops or relief workers de- 
livering aid in Bosnia. 

NATO planes are ready in 
protect them but. without put- 
ting extra combat troops min 
Bosnia, (hat protection is li- 
mited. I he Western allies are 
not prepared to send in ground 
lorees. 

"Air power can achieve <utli 
so much on its own." said one 
NATO military official. "Let's 
hope we are successful." 


should remind us always of 
what reasonable people will do when economic pressures.placc 
them and their families in a difficult situation. We “n also 
learn from the recent history of other Arab countries where 
mass suffering and political marginalisation resulted ‘"severe 
domestic tension, notably Lebanon. Sudan. Algeria, Somalia 
and Egypt. We are unlikely to reach such a catastrophic sage 
in Jordan, given our many national assets. But, in the 1970s 
and early 1980s we also thought we would never s urer a 
foreign debt problem or unemployment and poverty rates mat 
hovered around 20 per cent for years on end. 

If we have to make hard choices and implement tough new 
policies to make sure that one in every four Jordanians does 
not get relegated to the ranks of what some people are already 
calling the Fourth World - the perpetually powerless and 
effectively disenfranchised poor who know only suffering and 
who can look forward only to despair — we have to generate a 
genuine national consensus on the steps to be taken. . 

. The government and NGOs have taken the lead in this 
respect in assisting the poor and identifying what needs to be 
done for a long-term solution. Now it is time for the public as a 
whole to share in the decisions that will have to be made in the 
coming few years. This cannot be done only by a perfunctory 
parliamentary debate or a superficial airing of the problem on 
the establishment media. It needs a clear presentation of the 
extent of the problem, its consequences and the nature of the 
sacrifices that all of us must make to pull our poor compatriots 
out of their poverty trap. 

Parliamentary committees would do well to hold public 
hearings on th<* matter, which the state-owned media could 
televise in full, without discretionary and politically correct 
editing. We would look quite foolish to hide the reality of. 
poverty todav under a media figleaf of good news .and_ 
sunshine, for we would be repeating the same serious mistakes 
we made in 1988-89 when our media did not adequately" 
address the issues of foreign debt and the exchange value of 
the dinar. 

Schools, universities and community clubs and other local 
groups have a role to play in discussing poverty. - Most , 
importantly, the power structure must gain a more compre- 
hensive understanding of the real nature and pain of poverty, 
and the poor themselves must be given access to the politick! 
decision-making structure. If the public, the political establish- 
ment and the poor ail join forces in a policy-formulation effort 
that honours Jordan's modern legacy of compassionate and 
comprehensive human development, we will have a chance to 
implement an effective national anti-poverty strategy based on 
an accurate psychological, sociological and political reading of 
poverty in Jordan. If not. we will have nobody to blame but 
ourselves if and when today’s sunshine is swept aside ’fcy 
tomorrow's thunder and lightening. 

© Rami G. Khouri 1994 


Pea ce proce ss back on 
top of Syria’s agenda 

. j i ■ ‘ i . • ‘ .i 


Bosnia tests NATO’s credibility 


By G.H. Jansen 
DAMASCUS — Now that 
the tragic death in a car crash 
of Major Basil Al Assad, the 
eldest son and heir apparent 
of President Hafez Al Assad, 
has been mourned and a con- 
sensus on who will ultimately 
succeed the president seems 
to have developed, Syria can 
get back to its main preoc- 
cupation, the peace process 
with Israel. 

On the streets of Damas- 
cus, one can still see black 
mourning flags and long 
black streamers hanging 
down the facades of buildings 
while tens of thousands of 
pictures of Basil are on 
almost evey wall. Although 
Basil was not a real candidate 
to succeed his father because 
at 32 he was eight years too 
young for the post, his death 
revealed that for at least five 
and perhaps 10 years, he was 
being groomed for lead- 
ership through service in the 
army and as his father's per- 
sonal assistant, during which 
time he performed delicate 
negotiations in Lebanon. 

Three weeks after his 
death, a consensus on what 
the succession will be has 
emerged. It is expected that 
there will be no one leader 
after President Assad but a 
collective leadership of, 
perhaps, three persons (be- 
cause a triumvirate is more 
stable than a duumvirate) 
while the primus inter pares, 
eventually, will most prob- 
ably be Abdel Halim Khad- 
dam, presently the first vice 
president and for many years 
the forceful foreign minister 
and Syrian viceroy for Leba- 
non. But since Mr. Khaddam 
is a Sunni Muslim, he would 
require the backing of the 
real holders of power, a 
group of generals belonging 
to the Alawite minority, who, 
though only II per cent of the 
population, have been the 
overlords in Syria for over 
two decades. 

The succession question 
out of the ay, for the time 
being. Syrian attention 
switched back to the other 
major preoccupation, peace 
with Israel. This, too. has 
been clarified and by none 
other than the main Israeli 
negotiator with Syria, Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres, 
who on Feb. 11. said that 
"there was no chance of an 
Israeli-Syrian agreement" — 
which is true — in the present 
format of their talks — which 
is untrue. There is nothing 
wrong with the bilateral for- 
mat except for the fact that in 
the talks an irresistible force, 
Syrian determination, has 
come up against an immov- 
able object, Israel's intransi- 
gence: Syria has not budged 


IV ■ - ■: 

„.an inch from .its. -well- 
established position that 
Israel must vacate the whole . v 
of the occupied Golan - * 
Heights — no return, no 
peace — and Israel win uof 
budge and inch in refusing to 
return the Golan, only dt best 
the smaller portion of it 

The Syrians have almost 
reached the point of accept- 
ing that the Israelis are never 
going to concede on the 
Golan. The Syrians will 
accept this position because 
they will have no choice. But 
Israel will not get the peace 
which it says it wants: ^The 
Arabs cannot make war with- 
out Egypt and cannot make 
peace without Syria.” For 
how long more would Syria 
be prepared to go on with the 
present fruitless exercise? — 
Perhaps another half year. 

A reoent display of Israel's 
stubborn arrogance has farth- 
er convinced the Syrians that 
that is what is going to hap- 
pen. They noted the way in 
which the Israelis slapped 
their great and good friend 
U.S. President Bill Clinton in 
the face when they rubbished 
his claim that Syrian clarifica- 
tions at the Geneva summit 
of what Syria meant by fnll^ 
peace and normalisation 
were “new" and “very im- 
portant", which is exactly so. 
And having been slapped, 
Mr. Clinton, like a good 
Christian, turned the other 
cheek, when a few days ago, 
his secretary of state 
announced officially that the 
U.S. was not going to press- 
ure Israel on' withdrawing 
from the Golan. . ; 

But because the Israelis, 
hke that other difficult and 
dangerous people,’ the Serbs, 
only make concessions when 
under pressure, wherein the 
pressure on Israel going to 
come from when the U.S. has 

opted out? Perhaps from the ' 
Palestinian people in th c 
occupied territories' who, in- , 
dtvidually, are killing intfi- : 
vidual Israelis on an almost 
daily basis. That would ex-, j 
plain why Damascus is the 
headquarters of no less than’ j 
10 "rejectionist" Palestinian ! 
groups which oppose the 
peace process and particular- 
ly the Oslo accord. It woold 
explain why Damascus 
refuses to curb the nro- 
Iranian Hizbollah, which 
maintains pressure on Israeli 
forces occupying parts of. 
southern Lebanon. The mes- 
sage from Damascus is clean 
If there is no peace, there will . 
be an Arab war of attrition 
against Israelis in occupied. 
Ara b territories . 

The miter fs a Cyprus-based 

journalist specialised in 
*£ c . and Middle Eastern 
affairs. 
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! South Africa 

| The continent’s emerging giant 
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By Mark Frit/. 

The Associated Pi css 

ABIDJAN. IVORY COAST 
- South Africa, the nation 
.iflter African couiiincs once 
|m cd l«> loathe, has. quickl\ 
become an object of emv. 
c'cn tear. a% it emerges from 
tlie .mlsLs oi global isol.ition. 

The prospect that it will he- 
conte a maitnci lor invcMnient 
.is it prepares to end w bite rule 
Iuls forced the rest of the Con- 
tinent to confront its own lack 
of progress towards democracs 
and economic prospcrit>. 

"Our histone partners from 
liu rope have turned rcsolutcU 
towards South Africa. Thev no 
longer want 10 make new in- 
vestments in our count r \ ." said 
Guido &>b> iff Ti«e. director- 
eenenil of a pasta factory in 
Togo, a west African militarv 
dictatorship. 

Nowhere is the feeling stron- 
ger than in Nigeria, home to 
one in five black Africans, an 
mi-rich country that has long 
dreamed of leading the conti- 
nent. 

While South Africa's leaders 
were winning the Nobel Peace 
Prize last year for ending apar- 
theid. Nigeria's latest military 
rulers were dissolving demo- 
cratic institutions and disman- 
tling a decade of free -market 
reforms. 

in 1992. Nigeria recon ed 
more direct private foreign in- 
vestment than the rest of Sub- 
Saharan Africa combined. 

“Beyond the loss to nu> 
national and individual pride, 
the steady march of Strut h 
Africa towards elected govern- 
ment will also lead to erosion 
in the economic support base 
fur Nigeria abroad." said Okey 
Iwennfu. a prominent banker 
m. Lagos. "More foreign in- 
vestment will go to South Afri- 
ca. to our own detriment." 

There already is evidence of 
•i giant sucking sound in the 
southern part of this massive 
ointment. 

Nations such as Ghana. 
Senegal. Congo and Zaire 
have reported a migration ut 
skilled labour in search of 
brighter prospects down south. 

the South African embassy 
m Abidjan, the only one in 
west Africa, said it is flooded 
with up to l.tMKI visa requests 
monthly, many from people 
looking" for job’s or wanting to 
buy goods to sell back home. 

-We get a lot of people who 
go down and don't seem to 
come hack." one embassy offi- 
cial said, on condition ot 
anonymity. He said districts of 
French-speaking west Africans 
have sprung up in South 
Africa. 

Three hundred Ghanaians 
were arrested in South Africa 
live months ago with false 
travel documents. 

The. irony is thar Ghana, 
which in 1957 was the first 
African colony to .gain inde- 
pendence. is considered an 
emerging success story after 
years of restructuring under 
the international Monetary 
Fund "think the rest of Africa 
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ABOUT TO LEAD: Reconciliation in South Africa 
promises the country leadership of the continent. In the photo, 
South African President F.W. dc Klerk is greeted by a tribal South 
African leader (AFP photo) 
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is already marginalised." said 
Cierald Sow ah. an engmcci 
whu imus Grace investment 
Ltd., a Ghanaian const ruction 
firm. 

"Europe and America arc- 
looking at JmiuiIi Africa rather 
than west and central Africa. 
Frankly, in most Sub-Saharan 
Alric .111 countries, we are also 
looking to South A Inca .is our 
business partnoi 

He believes South Africa' 
will provide tough competition 
hir the European. Asian and 
L'.S. firms that dominate im- 
port and construction markets 
in Air tea. 

Sow ah. who is building a 
cellular telephone system m 
Swaziland, is negotiating with* 
South African construction 
firms to put together projects 
in Ghana 

"Before. I was only looking 
at Americans." he said. 
"South Africa is going to lake 
a big chunk of business which 
was only American and Euro- 
pean." 

Because of its superior in- 
frastructure. developed miner- 
al wealth and relatively well- 
trained work force. South Afri- 
ca will compete on a far higher 
plane than the rest of the conii- 
ne til. slid Michel Agbodan. 
dean ot business management 
at the University of Benin in 
Lome. Togo. 

“South Africa will never 
have competition for the other 
African countries because they 
don’t have the advanced tech- 
nology South Africa has." said 
Maurice Kamden. co-owner ol 
a food-and-heverage import 
business in Yaounde, capital ot 
Cameroon. 

South Africa is probably 
approaching the emerging 
markets in Eastern Europe. 
Latin America and Southeast 
Asia more vigorously than it is 
those of Africa's debt-ridden, 
aid-dependent countries. 

"South Africans don't sit up 
at night worrying about Niger- 
ia. They worry about Argenti- 
na and Eastern Europe and 
Russia." said William Moses, 
senior South Africa analyst tor 
the Investor Responsibility Re- 
search Centre Inc. in Washing- 
ton. D.C. 

Also. Mr. Moses said, a sur- 


vey of ILS. business an nudes 
toundihat many entrepreneurs 
consider Westernized. English- 
speaking South Africa inviting 
because they have had bad 
experiences m the iormvi 
S» iv let Empire. 

Mr Moses believes a stable, 
prosperous. Mack-gov erned 
South Africa probably will pro- 
vivlc as many benefits as draw- 
backs tor the comment. 

"It Nigerians are concerned 
about it. I suppose they would 
he best served by looking at 
their own problems." he said. 

Others feel what's good for 
South Atrica is good lor 
Airica. 

Senegal, the continent's old- 
•est democracy, opened a di- 
plomatic office there 111 De- 
cent Iver and Pretoria recipro- 
cated in January. Both will 
become embassies after South 
Africa's first free elections 
April 2<i-2N. 

Senegalese publisher 
Ahdoulaye Bam ha Diallo be- 
lieves "the democrat isa ( ion ol 
South Africa will he the kickoff 
lor economic and political 
cooperation with the rest ol 
Africa. What Africans look for 
in Hong Kong or Singapore, 
they can find much more 
cheaply in South Africa." 

It will be easier to cooperate 
with South Africa than com- 
pete with it. he said. 

From Lagos. Nigeria. 4.NIHI 
kms away, once- ha led South 
Africa looks like the stuff of 
dreams realised hv somehodv 
else. 

Since ousting a civilian gov- 
ernment in November. Gen. 
Sani Ahachn has dissolved 
elected legislatures, banned 
political parties, frozen the 
currency and imposed other 
economic controls. 

Proud Nigerians vvondei 
what people will think. 

"Our concern is that South 
Africa's pro-denuveraev march 
will soon expose Nigeria's lack- 
luster response to install demo- 
cracy." said Clement Nvvank- 
wo. executive director of the 
constitutional Rights Project. 

"Nigeria's influence in Afri- 
ca and around the world will 
diminish in the emergence ol a 
democratic and economically 
buoyant South Airica." 


Zeid Rifai could consolidate comeback 
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to pass through its legislative 
process. 

The proposed teachers 
association is largely seen as 
an Islamist ploy to organise 
teachers under a unionist 
umbrella that would serre the 
Islamist tendencies in the 
education system. 

The association, during the 
past four years of democra- 
ti sat ion, however, has be- 
come a bi-partisan demand 
championed by leftists and 
Islamists alike. 

If the law goes back to the 
higher counril for reinter- 
pretation, most observers be- 
lieve the likelihood will be 
that its former interpretation 
will be dropped in favour of 
one that would deny teachers 
their union. 

This "democratic" argu- 
ment. however, does not car- 
ry much weight with the pro- 


Rifai camp which points out 
that the tilt towards conser- 
vatism will not be caused by 
the former prime minister’s 
presence alone. 

The council in its earlier 
decision was closely divided 
five against the teachers asso- 
.riation and four in support, 
but it was also significantly 
different from this one. In its 
old makeup the higher coun- 
ril included former senators 
Najib Rashdan. Ahmad 
Obeidat as well as the late 
Talhouni. 

Both senators Tarawneh 
and Badran. these analysts 
say. are likely to join Senate 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi in 
voting against the association 
this time around. 

The law needs a 6-4 vote 
against the establishment of a 
teachers' association to stop 
the legalisation of the union. 


By Samer M. Renno 

"WE’LL do anything to sabot- 
age the Arafat-Rabin deal." 
threatened Mike Guzofsky, a 
leader with the terrorist orga- 
nisation Kahane Chai, in a 
Television interview on CBS 
television magazine, 60 Mi- 
nutes. Guzofsky predicted the 
eruption of a civil war between 
the Israelis laying blame on the 
Rabin administration in the 
event of an eventual Israeli 
withdrawal from the Israeli- 
occupied Palestinian lands. 
Guzofsky reiterated his orga- 
nisation's policy of opposing 
the peace process in all its 
contents. 

The rise in Jewish- American 
and Jewish settlers’ extremism 
is not a new phenomena. Ter- 
rorist acts committed by the 
Jewish Defence League (JDL), 
an organisation that was 
founded by Rabbi Meir 
Kahane in New York in 1968. 
are the only means that seem 
to translate the JDL’s racist 
agenda. The JDL's main focus 
and objective is to expel the 
remaining Palestinians from 
their land. The recent resurg- 
ence in Jewish extremism in 
the U.S. and the ripple effect 
that is felt in the Israeli-occu- 
pied lands is in part a sign of 
growing rift between the Jew- 
ish community in the U.S. and 
their new role in the aftermath 
of the Oslo accords. 

The Jewish-American com- 
munity is battling in its midst 
the growing voices of groups 
that are adamantly opposed to 
any peaceful resolution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian. Israeli-Sy- 
rian and Israeli-Lebanese con- 
flict. Such groups, including 
the JDL. Kahane Chai, and 
other extremist organisations, 
have vowed to use every means 
possible to create instability 
and havoc that will result in 
furthering their political agen- 
da. 

In New York City, a pro- 
Israelt terrorist group calling 
itself the "Shield of David 
Maccabee Squad" claimed re- 
sponsibility for a Jan. 5 
attempted bombing directed 
against two Jewish organisa- 
tions, the New Israel Fund, a 
money-raising organisation 
considered to be on the Israeli 
left, and Americans for Peace 
Now. In a letter found at the 
bombing sight and signed by 
the "Shield of David Maccabee 
Squad," the group accused the 
Rabin government of “selling 
out the Jewish people." The 
letter also prolcaimed the start 
of a Jewish civil war. Former 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir in a recent statement 


seems to condone the terrorist 
bombings by right-wing Jewish 
extremists in New York City. 
Commenting on the incident in 
a radio interview, Shamir said, 
"Peace Now has caused the 
state of Israel far more harm 
than would have been caused 
had the bomb gone off." 

According to Guzofsky. 
"Kahane Chai is rocking the 
boat." The threats heard from 
1 the U.S.-based terrorist groups 
are being echoed in the occu- 
pied lands. The rise in violence 
in the occupied lands have 
shifted the world’s attention to 
yer another group of human 
rights abusers, Jewish settlers. 
According to the November/ 
December 1993 "From the 
Field" report that is published 
monthly by the Palestine Hu- 
man Rights Information Cen- 
tre, “Settler violence against 
Palestinians has been a grow- 
ing phenomenon since the lare 
1970s, without any effective 
curb from the Israeli govern- 
ment, military forces or judi- 
cial system. Settlers are per- 
mitted and even encouraged to 
arm themselves and operate as 
a paramilitary force." The 
American-Ara'b Anti-Discri- 
mination Committee (ADC) 
has been targeted frequently 
by a number of Jewish terrorist 
organisations. On Oct. 11, 
1985. and as ADC's regional 
coordinator in Santa Ana, 
California, Alex Odeh, was 
entering his office, a trip wire 
detonated a powerful pipe 
bomb that killed Odeh and 
caused considerable damage to 
the office and the neighbouring 
stores. The murder of Odeh 
caused a considerable outage 
and disbelief to the degree of 
ferocity of such terrorist act. 
Following the bombing, the 
JDL claimed responsibility in 
an anonymous telephone call 
to the Los Angeles media. 
When asked to comment on 
the murder, Irv Rubin, JDL’s 
national director, stated, “my 
tear ducts are dry... I'm too 
busy crying over Odeh's vic- 
tims.” 

Around the same time as the 
Odeh murder, Jewish extrem- 
ists were suspected in targeting 
ADC offices 4n Washington, 
D.C., Boston and Brooklyn. 
The FBI was successful in foil- 
ing an attempted JDL assas- 
sination attempt against the 
founder of ADC, Senator 
James Abourezk. 

The message that the ex- 
tremist Jewish groups in the 
U.S. are disseminating can be 
seen in two levels: the first 
level is taken by the younger 
extremists, such groups cany 
the orders of the older cadres. 


Joanne Hutchison 
performs piano recital 


By Jean-Claude Elias 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — From the coun- 
try of the great diva, dame 
Kiri Te Kanawa, comes 
young New Zealander pianist 
Joanne Hutchison. She will 
perform at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre (RCC) on Tues- 
day, Feb. 15, 1994, in a recit- 
al that will include attractive 
pieces by Bach, Haydn. 
Schumann, Debussy and 
Gershwin. 

Ms. Hutchison explained 
to the Jordan Times that the 
programme she selected, 
while being easily accessible, 
has not yet been vulgarised or 
"overplayed.” 

Joanne Hutchison will in- 
terpret a Chromatic Fantaisie 
and Fugue by J-S Bach, the 
sonata No. 52 in E flat major 
by Joseph Haydn, "Dr, Gra- 


dus ad Pamassum" from the 
Children's Comer and the 
famous "Clair de Lune” by 
Claude Debussy (not to be 
confused with Beethoven's 
Moonlight sonata), as well as 
three Preludes by George 
Gershwin. 

Currently teaching piano at 
the National Music Con- 
servatory (NMC) — Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation, Ms. 
Hutchison believes in sound 
and solid music education. 
She told the Jordan Times 
that music theory, while 
being "unavoidable,” can 
appear very unattractive to 
the young. Music teachers 
must find a positive and 
direct way to link the theory 
to the practice in order to 
avoid losing the students' in- 
terest. 

The recital is organised and 
presented by the NMC. 
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Taba talks 
focus on police 

{Continued from page 3) 

jail on Monday. Nearby resi- 
dents said at least 12 similar 
trucks had been seen leaving 
since Sunday night. The army 
said its status as a prison had 
not changed. 

The Palestinians have asked 
for the ate as quickly as possi- 
ble for police training Chief 
Constable Dan Crampton from 
the United Kingdom, which 
will help tram die police, is 
currently touring facilities in 
the area to help design the 
programme. He said Monday 
his country will help Palesti- 
nians in Training their senior 
police officers in compliance 
with a PLO request. 


Israelis wounded 3 in Gaza Clinton: Serbs complying 


(Continued from page 1) 


(Continued from page 1) 

into an ambush. The killed 
agents, it said, was a Sb>n Bet 
area commander and the 
wounded men were his de- 
puties. 


"The Oassam Brigades have 
penetrated the Shabak and 
directed a heavy blow to it,” 
.(he leaflet said. 

The Shin Bet is the main 
intelligence body operating 
against Palestinians in the 
occupied territories. 


Syr ian Druze clash with Israelis 


(Continued from page 1) 

the Golan.” environment 
Minister Yossi Sarid said. 

But Mr. Sarid told students 
at a Jerusalem school that giv- 
ing up sovereignty "does not 
necessarily mean giving up all 
the Israeli presence on the 
territory." 

He added that he had "the 


hope and the conviction that 
peace will be signed with Syria 
this year." 

A Syrian official meanwhile 
spurned Israeli calls for secret 
talks on reaching peace. 

Israel wanted to drag Arab 
parties Involved in the peace 
process into separate talks "to 
isolate them so it becomes easy 
to blackmail them.” the official 
vniri 


air attack, implying that the 
NATO deadline could be 
stretched at his discretion. 

French Defence Minister 
Francois Leotard said Sunday 
there would be no extension. 

"On the evening of the 20th, 
everyone should know what 
can be expected to happen. No 
one should doubt our deter- 
mination... Euorpe’s future is 
being played out here." 

Gen. Rose will receive au- 
thorisation to go ahead from 
U.S. special envoy Yasushi 
Akushi. 

In Moscow, the Russian de- 
fence chief Pavd Grachev said 
he opposed NATO airstrikes 
in Bosnia. Mr. Grachev said 
NATO risked being dragged 
into a guerrilla war with the 
Serbs. The unhappy experi- 


ence of the Russian army in 
Afghanistan showed NATO 
could never win such a war. he 
said. 

The 10,000 U.N. peacekeep- 
ing troops in Bosnia are lightly 
armed and would be vulner- 
able to Serb retaliation in the 
event of airstrikes. 

Those on Bonsian Serb terri- 
tory are effectively hostages, 
including a contingent of Cana- 
dian soldiers encircled by Serb 
artillery in the Muslim "safe 
haven” of Srebrenica in east- 
ern Bosnia. 

Gen. Manojlo Milovanovic, 
chief of staff of the Bosnian 
Serb army, told Reuters on 
Monday that the guns, tanks 
and mortars would be turned 
over to U.N. control but would 
remain in their siege positions. 





RISING EXTREMISM: A Jewish settlers sets fire in a Jerusalem street (File photo) 


the second level highlights the 
agenda of the groups’ higher 
officials. The higher officials 
are proceeding with a political 
agenda, trying ro create an 
influential relationship with 
politicians and government 
officials. According to Robert 
Friedman's article in the Vil- 
lage Voice Dec. 28, 1993, Dov 
Hikind, a former JDL leader, 
is teaming up with New York 
City’s newly elected mayor, 
Rudy Giuliani. Giuliani picked 
Hikind to be on the transition 
team, and on the mayor-elect's 
10-person economic develop- 
ment committee. 

Friedman reported, "... 
Hikind became the first mili- 
tantly Orthodox Jewish politi- 
cian in New York to establish a 
power base outside bis dis- 
trict." As a JDL member, 
HI kind's past was frequently 
investigated by the FBI for a 
series of JDL terrorist bomb- 
ings in the 70s and 80s. 
According to a Secret Service 
document obtained through 
the Freedom of Information 
Act, “Hikind came to public 
attention in 1974 in NYC with 
demonstrations and firebomb- 
ings." As a JDL operative. 
Hi kind’s career in domestic 
terrorism reached its peak in 
the early 70s with a series of 
fire bombings against the Rus- 
sian mission in New York City, 
in an attempt to publicise the 
case of the Russian Jews, the 
levelling of the PLO office in 
New York with an incendiary 
device, the assault on Egyptian 
diplomats and the attempted 
bombings of the black com- 
munity centre in Crown 
Heights. All such acts, accord- 
ing to the FBI, were attributed 
to the JDL. 

Hikind applauded the 1985 
assassination of ADCs .vlex 
Odeh. 

The younger extremists are 
being introduced to the old 


wave of terrorism ro imple- 
ment their racist agendas, and 
disrupt the normalcy and flow 
of democratic principles in the 
U.S. One of the first reported 
incidents of an organised ter- 
rorist training camps in the 
U.S. was featured in the Syra- 
cuse Post-Standard on Dec. 25, 
1992. Today, the same camp 
site, in the Catskills area of upper 
New York, is the ground to 
paramilitary training by the 
Jewish Defence League and 
the Kahane Chai groups. 
According to an organiser, the 
groups drill Jews in self-de- 
fence and teach them how to 
shoot rifles and shotguns. 

The results of some of that 
training may have been witnes- 
sed around the White House 
on the day that Chairman Ara- 
fat signed the Declaration of 
Principles. Videotapes 
obtained by ADC show a cou- 
ple of Palestinian youths walk- 
ing down the street with a 
Palestinian flag. "We're for 
peace,” they are heard ex- 
claiming. They were suddenly 
confronted by a gang of 
Kahane Chai activists who 
attempted to rip away the flag. 
In the ensuing melee, after one 
of the Palestinian youths re- - 
sponded to the Jewish groups* 
acts of provocation, one of the 
women with the Kahane group 
was heard shouting, ‘Terror- 
ists, Arab Terrorists. We’re 
being attacked by Arab Ter- 
rorists.” 

ADC staff witnessed some- 
thing somewhat similar. In 
LaFayette Park, across the 
street from the White House, 
an elderly Palestinian man sud- 
denly found himself sur- 
rounded by a group -of 
apparently Orthodox Jewish 
young men. They began taunt- 
ing and cursing him. Somewhat 
shaken, he nevertheless con- 
tinued walking. A few minutes 
later, a heavy-set man in a 


Kahane Chai T-shirt 
approached the Orthodox 
Jews. “What's wrong with 
you," he berated them, "there 
were five of you and only one 
of him. How come you didn't 
jump and beat the s h — out of 
the old bast — ■?” 

The rampant threats that the " 
extremist groups have deli-: . 
vered to other Jewish groups 
are taken seriously in particU-- 
Jar after the recent assault op 
the Village Voice writer. 
Robert Friedman, on Jan. 10,. - 
1994, in Tapuah, a settlement . 
in the Israeli occupied West . 
Bank mostly populated by 
members of Kahane Chai. On 
assignment for the New Yor- ■ 
ker magazine, Friedman was in- 
the settlement to interview, 
David Cohen, a member of the, 
town council who promised.. 
Friedman's protection in the-, 
settlement. “Robert Friedman . 
was one of the leaders in the 
witch hunt against Rabbi Meir 
Kahane,” read a statement of- 
the Kahane Chai group that- , 
was faxed to Reuter. The. 
group added, "Kahane mem-, 
bers say that this ‘payback' was. . 
long overdue and couldn't re.- 
sisr the opportunity when- 
Friedman actually had the aur!. 
datity to enter their settle^ - 
ment. “Ironically in an inter- 
view on 60-Minutes, before the 
attack, Friedman said, “I 
actually feel safer in Israel than 
in New York." 

With overwhelming evi- • 
dence as to the rise in orga j . 
nised Jewish terror groups; 
whose base of operation is in " 
the U.S., Arab- Americans are - 
constantly watching the de- 
velopment of such groups with- 
the memory of Alex Odeh’s." 
assassination not far behind. 

The writer is the editor of - 
ADC Times. He contributed 
the above article to the Jordan 
Times. 


PEPSI COLA INTERNATIONAL operating out of a regional 
office In Amman seeks to employ an EXECUTIVE SE CRE~ 
TARY and personal assistant to the Area Vice President . 

RESPONSIBILITIES : 

* TYPING 

* FILING 

* ARRANGING FOR MEETINGS 

* TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS 

” PREPARATION OF PRESENTATIONS 

* WRITING SHORT NOTES AND LETTERS 

QUALIFICATIONS : 

The ideal candidate is 25 - 40 years old and she has the tallowing qualifications; 

* VERY HIGH STANDARDS OF TYPING 

" COMPUTER LITERACY (WORD FOR WINDOWS, WINDOWS, EXCEL, 
POWERPOINT) . 

* COMMUNICATION SKILLS, BOTH WRITTEN AND VERBAL 

* HIGH LEVEL OF COMPETENCY IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE (ARABIC IS 
LESS IMPORTANT) 



REMUNERATION : 

A VERY GENEROUS SALARY PLUS BENEFITS (ABOVE THE GOING LOCAL 
RATES) WILL BE OFFERED TO THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE. 

If interested please submit your resume in english to : 
Attention Finance Manager 
Vacancy Administration Assistant 
P.O.Box 830848 
11183 Amman - Jordan 

All Applications will be treated in strict confidence. 
Applications to be received by February 28,1994. 
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Egypt cuts tariffs 
under IMF plan 


.CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian 
government has cut import 
duties on a wide range of 
goods, many by 10 percentage 
points, as part of the economic 
reform package agreed with 
the World Bank and the Inter- 
natijonal Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

Hie cuts are the third since 
1991’. when a first IMF agree- 
ment came into effect. 

They have been under nego- 
iation inside Egypt for 
nonths, with local industries 
laying they need to keep their 
tariff protection and other 
groups arguing that lowering 
(be. duties will reduce prices for 
consumers. 

..Finance Minister Moham- 
mad. A1 Razaz told reporters 
t|ie.new rates gave local indus- 
try enough protection while at 
the same time cutting rates for 
essential commodities. 

. The duty on cement, one of 
the most controversial items, 
has fallen from SO per cent to 
lOiper cent for bagged cement 
and 10 per cent for loose ce- 
ment. 

, The duty on refined sugar 
goes down to IS per cent from 
20 per cent and on raw sugar to 
five per cent from 10. Egypt's 


own sugar industry covers less 
than half of consumption. 

The reductions took effect 
Monday morning. 

Local industrialists failed in 
their attempt to push up the 
duty on imports of steel rein- 
forcement bars, which remains 
at 20 per cent. They had asked 
for 30 per cent. 

But publishers succeeded in 
their campaign to reduce the 
duty on paper, which comes 
down to 10 per cent from IS. 

The ministry of agriculture 
had wanted to cut the duty on 
fertiliser imports but this is 
unchanged at 30 per cent. 

For a wide range of consum- 
er goods, such as small, cars, 
household appliances and 
some electronic equipment, 
the new duty is 70 per cent 
instead of 80. 

The government described 
70 per cent as the new max- 
imum tariff rate, though in fact 
there are higher rates for large 
cars, alcohol and other items 
considered to be luxuries. 

Over the next few years, the 
government is to compress the 
range of duties even further 
and cut the number of exemp- 
tions. 


Belarus premier urges return 
to Soviet-style economy 


MINSK (R) — Belarussian 
Prime Minister Vyacheslav 
Kebich has urged a return to 
Spyipt -style economic mea- 
sures including fixed food 
prices and an end to all talk of 
shock therapy. 

- He said monetary and eco- 
nomic union with Russia was 
the only way to save the Be- 
fariis economy. 

• “Those who called for 
‘shock therapy* and wanted to 
speed up our moves towards a 
market economy are mistaken. 
We were in too much of a 
hurry and we need to go 
back." Mr. Kebich said in a 
televised speech. Sunday night. 
I The premier said the govern- 
ment would soon ban "spe- 
culative trade" and regulate 
food prices by cabinet decree. 

Belarus is one of the most 
(Conservative former Soviet re- 
publics- The government has 
privatised only three per cent 
of state property, well below 
levels in neighbouring Russia. 


But the government is under 
pressure from non-official 
trade unions. A national strike 
committee has called for a 
general strike on Tuesday, de- 
manding political and econo- 
mic reforms. 

The economy shrank by 10 
per cent in 1993 and officials 
paint a grim economy picture 
for 1994. 

Last week, central bank 
chairman Stanislav Bogdank- 
evich said monthly inflation 
would almost double to 80 
per cent by the end of Febru- 
ary or March from January's 43 
per cent on extra state spend- 
ing for farmers and state salary 
hikes. 

. Mr. Kebich promised to pay 
a one-off subsidy in February 
for pensioners and families 
with children. 

Belarus and Russia agreed in 
principle last month to merge 
their monetary systems. Nego- 
tiations are continuing on how 
to implement the deal. 


ij Iran plans new refineries 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran, whose oil consumption has been rising 
rapidly, is planning two new refineries, an official said. 

The Iranian news agency IRNA quoted deputy oil minister for 
Engineering projects, Habib Amin far, as saying that a new $1.3 
pillion refinery at Ban dare Abbas will come on stream during the 
second five-year plan which starts on March 21. 

He said it will have an output of 232,000 barrels per day (b/d). 
£ Mostafa Khoee, director of offshore production at foe National 
gnrftian Ofl Co., said in January foe refinery would be finished in 
tiro years and have an output of around 300,000 b/d. 

: " Mr. Amin far said another plant at Asalouyeh, which Iranian oil 
: officials have also referred to as the Bandar Taheri Refinery, will 
--"change 70,000 b/d of crude into various oil products.” 


Rome puts to rest 
‘day of rest* 
shopping rale 


R JME (AP) — Romans were 
carrying something new on 
Sunday: Shopping hags. 

. The first day of a city code 
allowing seven-day-a-week 
commerce brought grimaces 
from traditionalists. But it put 
grins on the faces of many 
consumers relieved that Rome 
was finally, joining other Euro- 
pean capitals in relaxing “day 
of rest” rules. 

"What a difference." said 
Giorgio Fonda, coming our of 
a department store with a 
Valentine's Day gift of per- 
fume for his wife, "f have news 
for those against Sunday shop- 
ping: People work during the 
week. Sunday is the only day 
we can shop.” 

But opponents of Sunday 
shopping saw problems ahead*. 

Many small shop owners — 
who make up a large share of 
Rome's business community — 
say they'll be forced to work 
every day to compete. They 
argue that only large retailers 
have enough employees to 
staff the extra day. 

Some people also complain 
that consumerism is being ele- 
vated over religion and tradi- 
tion. 

The Vatican didn't rail 
against the change Sunday. 
But after Mayor Francesco 
Rutelli signed the law Feb. 2. 
the Vatican newspaper L’Os- 
servatore Romano carried a 
commentary saying that Sun- 
day was a' day of rest and 
reflection — a tradition worth 


preserving. 

"Sunday is for church and 
family, not trying on clothes." 
said Maria Cinini. walking 
along a main shopping thor- 
oughfare. 

It appeared, however, that 
few merchants decided ro rake 
advantage of the first legal 
Sunday of business. A group 
that pushed for Sunday shop 
hours estimated about 10 per 
cent of businesses opened. 

Rome's shopping ordinance 
was allowed as an exception to 
a nationwide ban on Sunday 
shopping, and is being watched 
closely by other Italian cities 
considering similar measures. 

The mayor said he believed 
that Sunday business hours will 
help promote tourism, which 
has declined slightly in Italy. 

"For those who come to 
Rome, it's important to know 
that the monuments are not 
the only things open on Sun- 
day." he said. 

Many other European coun- 
tries have come under pressure 
to loosen traditional Sunday 
closing laws. Britain and 
Sweden have eased the regula- 
tions. while France and Ger- 
many have resisted major re- 
forms. 

Spain is going the orher way. 
Under pressure from small 
merchants, its parliament pas- 
sed a law this month allowing 
regions to override national 
laws requiring that stores he 
open at least eight Sundays or 
holidays a vear. 


Clinton says economy 
can keep on growing 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. economy should have 
enough vigour to continue 
growing for the rest of foe 
decade if interest rates stay 
low, despite the braking effect 
of budget deficit reduction. 
President Bill Clinton told 
Congress Monday. 

“The medicine of low in- 
terest rates now seem to be 
taking hold,” Mr. Clinton saud 
in his “economic report of foe 
president.” 

The report comes only a 
week after Mr. Clinton’s fiscal 
1994‘budget proposal but uses 
slightly more recent data. 

It sees interest rates on 10- 
year U.S. treasury notes aver- 
aging S.7 per cent in 1994 
through 1999. That is down 
slightly from the 5.8 per cent 
seen in the budget proposal. 

In 1993 American consum- 
ers and businesses borrowed 
money to spend on housing, 
consumer durables and busi- 
ness equipment such as compu- 
ters, it said. 

These purchases usually add 
about 30 per cent to the coun- 
try's economic growth, but in 


1993 they accounted for vir- 
tually all of gross domestic 
product. 

This overcame the effect of 
the government spending less 
on goods and services. 

“Hence foe economy should 
be able to grow right through 
foe deficit reduction period” as 
long-term rates stay low, said 
the report prepared by foe 
president's Council of Econo- 
mic Advisers, chaired by Laura 
D* Andrea Tyson. 

In foe report, the White 
House takes much of the credit 
for lower interest rates, saying 
foe budget-deficit-cutting law 
passed last summer created a 
credible environment for lower 
rates by reducing the demand 
for credit and showing fiscal 
discipline. 

The report said foe current 
level of long-term interest rates 
appeared sustainable. “Dearly 
if inflation remains under con- 
trol, bond yields have some 
way to fall to come into line 
with their historical real aver- 
ages.” 

But the report also warned 
that economic growth can be 
imperilled by taking deficit re- 
duction too far. 


Jordan eases controls 
on foreign transfers 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan has 
further eased foreign transfer 
controls on funds for personal 
needs and reexport credit in a 
move to boost confidence in 
the economy, a central bank 
official said Monday. 

“The central bank’s new 
move is in the direction of 
further liberalising restrictions 
on foreign currency, consoli- 
dating confidence and boosting 
the dinar’s exchange rate,” 
Ahmad Abdul Fattah, an assis- 
tant Centra] Bank governor, 
told Reuters. 

The official, in charge of 
banking supervision, said new 
instructions sent to banks re- 
cently raised to 35,000 dinars 
($49,710) from 20,000 dinars 
($28,400) a year ceiling on 
personal transfers of medical 
educational, or family ex- 
penses. 

The limit was imposed after 
a sharp devaluation of the di- 
nar in 1989, sparked by an 


economic crisis. 

Mr. Abdul Fattah said foe 
Central Bank was encouraged 
to ease the ceilings on transfers 
because this will “have a posi- 
tive effect on confidence in the 
national economy.” 

Other new measures in- 
cluded' abolishing money 
guarantees on reexported 
goods, all controls on non- 
resident foreign currency 
accounts and allowing loans in 
foreign exchange provided by 
local banks for imports of 
transhipment goods. 

Jordan is boosting its role as 
a free trade reexport centre fin- 
goods to Iraq and neighbour- 
ing states after Middle East 
peace and the lifting of U.N. 
economic sanctions on Iraq. 

“We have cancelled a 
guarantee paid by importers on 
reexported goods amounting 
to 10 per cent of their value, 
which will increase importers 
competitive advantage by re- 


ducing reexport costs," Mr. 

Abdul Fattah said. 

Banks still need to notify foe 
Central Bank of amounts in 
foreign exchange equivalent 
value to reexported goods, 
which importers need to prove 
they brought back to preserve 
foe country’s foreign reserves. 

The official foreign ex- 
change and gold reserves stood 
at a healthy 1.02, billion dinars 
($1.44 billion)' at end of 
November 1993 aftei being in 
the red in 1989. 

The Centeral Bank also 
raised to 1,000 dinars ($1,410) 
ceiling on foe value of goods 
which importers need not de- 
posit its foreign exchange 
equivalent in banks. 

But it will continue to let 
Jordanians move investment 
capital abroad only on a case 
by case baas. Bankers estimate 
Jordanains hold $7 billion in 
assets and deposits abroad. 


Export financing needed 
to boost inter-Arab trade 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
states should create bodies to 
finance exports if they want to 
support their flagging internal 
trade as part of attempts to 
integrate their economies, an 
official study said Monday. 

Some Arab countries have 
embarked on plans to set up 
institutions to gurantee national 
exports while other are con- 
sidering following suit as they 
press ahead with reforms to 
repair their ailing economies, 
said foe study by the Arab 
Corporation for Investment 
Guarantee (AGIG). 

"The establishment of a net- 
work of export guarantee 
agencies in Arab countries, 
supported by foe guarantee 
systems in ACIG and the Isla- 
mic Corporation for Guaran- 
teeing Exports, will create a 
wide base for cooperation and 
this will give a strong push of' 
efforts to develop inter-Arab 
trade," the Kuwaiti-based 
group said in a study, received 
here. 

Lack of financial support for 
Arab exporters is among the 
main reasons blamed for foe 
low trade among the Arab 
League's 22 members and for a 
persistent in trade and balance 
of payments in most Arab na- 
tions. 

Other factors include politic- 
al differences, problems re- 
lated to storage and transport, 
and high customs tariffs among 
Arab states despite a long- 
standing free trade zone agree- 
ment. 

According to the Abu 
Dhabi-based Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF). intra-Arab trade 
droped by 14 per cent, in 1991 
due to the Gulf war and it 


continued to fall in 1992. Inter- 
Arab exports dropped to 7.3 
per cent of the total Arab 
exports in 1992 from 9.1 per 
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7.2 per cent from 1U per cent. 

The decline occurred despite 
a 6.6 per cent growth in Arab 
exports to $107.6 billion in 
1992 and 5.1 per cent in im- 
ports to SI 36.4 billion. 

"The decline underscores 
the need for intensifying efforts 
free inter-Arab trade and up- 
grae supporting services,” the 
AMF said recenrly. 

As part of a drive to encour- 
age Arabs to press on with 
reforms to tackle their econo- 
mic woes, the AMF created a 
$500 million fond four years 
ago to finance inter-Arab trade 
through soft-term loans. 

The Arab Trade Financing 
t'Programme (ATFP) has 
[ approved hearty' 80 credit aj£ 
•.plications with ' a value. $244 
million. But the figure falls far 
short of the fund's capacity of 
$1 billion a year and experts 
blamed high customs tariffs 
and preference of foreign pro- 
ducts. 

Officials believe increasing 
trade among Arab countries is 
essential for their long-sought 
plans to establish a common 
market and would support the 
economies of memter states 
that have launched reforms. 
They explain that trade is the 
main sector in Arab econo- 
mies, accounting for more than 
70 per cent of the gross domes- 
tic product. 

ACIG, another main Arab 
League group, was set upu 
around 15 years ago to guaran- 
tee investment but began to 
focus on finacing exports in the 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



It’s for people who don’t have enough 
time in the morning. If s toothpaste, 
oatmeal and coffee all in one tube!" 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
■ one letter to each square, to torn 
tour ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end Mfca Argfalon 
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WHAT YOU LIKE 
TO HEAR BEST 
AFTER PINNER. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
lorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hare: “Q TXJ LXXJ ” 


Yesterday’s 


TAFFY 


(Answers tomorrow) 
BOILED SLOUCH 


Jumbles. CHAFF 
Answer How the taBor talked with Ins customers — 
OFF THE CUFF 
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Mutt'n’Jeff 



HARRY? t«i$ 
AIN'T HARRY* 




THIS AIN’T 
£NC6£ 

Either.* 
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§ ■ 

_ __ fev 
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past few years to bolster inter- 
nal trade. Operations related 
to trade transactions now 
account for more than 70 per 
cent of its activities. 

“Setting up financing agen- 
cies should be coupled with 
mechanisms for the exchange 
of information among Arab 
states about the financial ade- 
quacy and commercial reputa- 
tion of importers to enable 
those agencies to better assess 
risk to be covered." ACIG 
said. 


British 
exports to 
Arab Gulf 
states rise 
by 14.3% 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — Bri- 
tain’s exports to wealthy Arab " 
Gulf states surged by more 
than 14 per cent in foe first 
nine months of 1993 as a de--> 
cline in the pound boosted 
demand for British products, a 
report showed Monday. 

The exports to the six-nation - 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) stood at $4.46 billion - 
between January and Septem- 
ber 1993 compared with $3.9 
billion in foe same period of 
1992, an increase of 14.3 perr 
cent, according to foe report 
by the joint Arab-British. 
Chamber, obtained here. 

Britain has sought to prom- 
ore exports to the region by 
staging exhibitions although it 
is already among the five big- 
gest trading partners of GCC 
states — Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman,' 
Kuwait and the United' Arab 
Emirates :UAE). 

The GCC is one of the big-, 
gest consumer markets in the. 
world, with imports exceeding . 
S50 billion in 1992. 

Japan is the top commercial 
partner of the GCC, with a-. . 
two way trade of $36 billion in - 
1992. It is followed by the- ‘ 
United States, with an ex- 
change of around $25 billion. - 
Saudi Arabia, by far the 
largest Gulf market, emerged 
as the top importer from Bri- 
tain, receiving products worth 
nearly $2 billion. Exports to; ' 
the UAE, the second market: 
for Britain, stood at S1.44 bil-. 
Hon. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY 15, 1994 

Sy Thomas 3. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This isn't the morning to hold 
those discussions with associates 
or to make those long-term plans 
definite since the Aries Moon 
squares Neptune and Uranus and 
Mars is squaring Jupiter too. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Discuss with allies how mutual 
projects can be improved. Try to 
understand belter what they 
have on their minds. Sit down 
and write to those who have data 
you require, don't procrastinate 
since it will take time. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Keep busy with financial affairs 
that are important to your wel- 
fare now. Listen to what a pro- 
fessional has to say that will be 
helpful to you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Stating your aims to the right 
today can bring you the assist- 
ance you want and make you a 
more successful person. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You are able to handle 
those personal matters with rela- 
tive ease now. start on them 
earty._ An attachment is most 
affectionate tonight. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Concentrate on social activities 
now and plan for future event 
your private affairs need to be 
taken care without delay. Show 
that you are an interesting and 
energetic person. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) See what you can do to 
have a more pleasing image both 


in public and private life, and 
then get busy. Improve career 
via the civic platform. 

LIBRA:* (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) New conditions are at 
work that will give you an oppor- 
tunity for greater benefits and 
favours than you have had in a 
long time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) There are respon- 
sibilities that must be handled 
immediately or you get into 
deeper hot water later. Once 
these are completed, much 
happiness with mate is possible. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 2! ) You can work 
out deals now for long-time 
agreements with associates. First 
let them state their views, and 
then you can say your piece. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can make this a 
productive and happy day. pro- 
vided by first come to a meeting 
of minds with fellow associates. 
Later consult with one who help 
you with healthy matters. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You desire enter- 
tainment. which is all right, pro- 
vided you get tasks out of the 
way Fust. Later, use creative 
talent with vim and vigor. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) If you show willingness to 
help solve problems at home, 
much harmony can result by ear- 
ly evening. Plan how to get that 
project in the business won roll- 
ing. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Henry Set* handler 


ACROSS 
1 Lima 5 land 
5 Clean, in a way 
9 Prow or cyto 
follower 

14 LJ*e — of brteka 

15 Unctuous 
<6 Region of 

ancient Greece 
17 London 
landmark 

20 Doddering 

21 Senses 

22 Salad fish 

24 Ogfes 

25 Corporals 
letters 

28 Friars 
30 Vexes 
36 City dweller 

36 Holy one 

37 Myswnous 
Atlantic area 

40 Gird one's — . 

61 Red ere 
*2 Massachusetts 
motto word 
63 Spirit 

44 Yang's opposite 

45 Actress 
Thomason 

48Rotoserie 
feature 
W Reflation 
detectors, for 
stat 

53 Sufficient 
57 Certain Ime 
■round a globe 

59 KoBandaiSe 

60 Correct copy 

61 Defamatory 
remark 

62 Original* 

63 Guns ttw mote* 

64 Dobbin s fare 

DOWN 

1 Strokes m. 

2 Raison a — 

3 Horse color 

4 Far from 
Buta&ie 

5 Kind oi 
switch 

6 Peruke 

7 Jai — 




9WH fldjlrihl 



AH Riflte) PllWIfl 


SEdd 

"Kook is ' — 


9 Fit of aimer 

10 Pefiean State 

11 Med. seh.awbj. 

12 Letter opener 

13 A West 
IB Graduate 
19 Aasery 

23 Afcmieeturai 
twr 

25 Russian money 

26 King of Thebes 

27 Dugouts 
29 Sailboat 

31 Gymnast Cathy 

32 Chou ~ 

33 Harsh 

35 Those suffering 
memory loss 

36 "The Great 
(Duvall Am) 

38 Rivers: So. 

39 Examines 
carefully 

43 Stocking 
support 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


EE 5 P! ronran z 

nar 
nnnr 
nnnnn nnnnt 

nr: 

lina nSRS D nnr 

Dona nann n 


48 Concur 

47 Winter mg. 

49 Trunk 

50 Growl 

51 Sewing case 
62 Fact 


54 Campus tenant 

55 Surfeit 

f® Towel word 
57 ~ rule 
(vsuaHy) 

68 104 
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Dollar dips below 104 yen 

UJNDON (AFP) — The dollar fell below 1IU yen in trading on 

"! e Lo " d ° n early Monday afternSon. 

plunging to 103.SU yen for one dollar from 105.9 at the close in 
Tokyo and 107.66 in New York on Friday 
TTie is the lowest point reached by the greenback against the 
Japanese since Sept. 7. and Barclays Bank analyst Peter Luxion 
said that the dollar might break down through ihe 100-vcn level 
this week. 

Susan Thomas, a dealer at Indoxuez Bank, said that the dollar's 
downtrend had accelerated on stop-loss sales. 

The yen has been pushed higher by the failure of he 
U.S.-Japanese trade summit in Washington on Friday. The 
United States had hoped that the summit would see progress in 
reducing Japan's huge trade surplus with Washington. 

Dealers said that they expected Washington to push the ven 
higher on the currency markets to put pressure on Tokyo to 'cut 
the trade gap. 
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nn hOUSlBC BAUM 

JOUAB AWAIT BANK 

JU«mH CULP BABA 

ABAS JOJt&U tBVtTTKWT BAB* 

JOSOAM ISLAMIC BABA/ DEB 
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AltBAB lUkOK POP InVUTKEITT 
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pHiLADcusiiA zavEffnar baba. 

ABDUUM IHGUtAMCE 

JOBOAB nuevoi UfSl/RAJICt 
ABAS Lira 4 ACCIDKBT IBSDBJUUt 
JORBABIAB ELECTRIC roue* 
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US. Dollar in IntenutkaiAl Marfcttt 



Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mari. 


SwKv Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Ven 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 




LONDON (R| — Following are the buying and sell mg rates lor 
leading world currencies and gold again>t ihe dollar ai miUsmsmn 
on the London Foreign Lixchaiigc ;intl bullion nuruis. 

U.S. SIM cost> 1 7464/74 Deut^mtrkf 

L95K7/97 Dutch guilders 

1 4712/22 Swiss francs 

36.03/117 Belgian francs 

5.941X1/50 French francs 

I687.8/V.3 Italian lire 

1 04.K0/90 Japanese yen 

8.0524/24 Swedish crowns 

7 549(1/40 Norwegian crowns 

t. uTUi/xn Danish crowns 


I One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3435/45 

1.7464/74 

1.9587/97 

1.4712/22 

36.03/07 

5.941X1/50 

1 687.8/9.3 

104.80/90 

8.0524/24 

7.5490.^40 

6.8230/80 

JJ. 4661/71 

S381.7W3K2.31 


Finance minister clears ambiguity over sales tax 


By P.V. Vivdkarmnd 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — "Those who con- 
sume more will pay more." this 
is ihe philosophy hchind the 
sales tax that the government 
hopes to introduce -soon as part 
of a total revamping of the 
taxation structure in the coun- 
try. Finance Minister Sami 
Gam mob said Monday in his 
running defence of the con- 
troversial levy. 

Mr. Gummoh categorically 
rejected arguments that the 
sales tax would be an addition- 
al burden on the consumers, 
increase market prices and the 
government was acting more 
under pressure from the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
to introduce the levy. 

On the contrary, he told a 
press conference, the sales tax 
had built-in mechanisms to 
protect the low-income group 
and that a restructuring of the 
taxation was very much in the 
interest of the country's efforts 
to be self-reliant. 

Mr. Gammoh was addres- 
sing the press two days after 
the Council of Ministers en- 
dorsed a draft law on sales tax 
and sent it to Parliament. The 
draft legislation was finalised 
after negotiations spread over 
the last 30 months with the 
business community and con- 
sumer interest groups. 

The minister said many com- 
ments by economists and col- 
umnists in the local press did 
not appear to have been based 
on a "clear and thorough study 
of the draft law and under- 


standing of its various provi- 
sions." 

“We would nut have seen 
such negative comments if they 
had taken the trouble of read- 
ing the draft law carefully be- 
fore passing judgement." said 
the minister. 

Mr. Gammoh said the final 
draft of the law was drawn up 
after taking into consideration 
the results of extensive studies 
on the actual impact of the 
sales tax on the consumers and 
concerns expressed by all in- 
terested panics. 

He said that sales tux would 
actually be replacing a con- 
sumption tax that went into 
effect in 1992. and. as such, it 
was illogical to argue that mar- 
ket priees would go up as a 
direct result of the levy. 

If anything, the minister 
said, the new law sets a ceiling 
of 20 per cent in sales tax and 
that too on luxury products 
compared with the 60 per cent 
included in the consumption 
tax. 

The general rate is 10 per 
cent and most basic items “re- 
lated to the budget of the 
low-income group" were ex- 
empt from the tax. The exemp- 
tions include foostuff. medi- 
cine and educational material, 
he noted. 

Mr. Gammoh countered 
arguments that small 
businesses would lose a part of 
their profits with the introduc- 
tion of the sales tax. 

“Any business with an 
annual turnover of less than 
JD200.000 is exempt from paying 
the tax." he said, pointing out 


that any company with a larger 
turnover could not be consi- 
dered "small." 

Suggestions that the sales tax 
had “foreign origins" — a re- 
ference to the IMF-prescribed 
economic programme under 
implementation in the King- 
dom — were shorr-sighted. 
Mr. Gammoh said. 

He said plans to restructure 

the Kingdom's taxation, in- 
cluding the introduction of a 
value added tax. were under 
consideration as far back as 
1984. Somehow the plans did 
not take off. but were revived 
when (he Kingdom found itself 
in an economic crisis brought 
in by a staggering foreign debt 
of over $8 billion in WSK. 

Now that the initial objec- 
tives of the economic restruc- 
turing programme were 
achieved in terms of stabilising 
the dinar and reducing and 
rescheduling part of the fore- 
ign debts, the focus is shifted to 
the taxation structure, he said. 

In any case, he said, ''if we 
are not self-reliant and seek 
help from international orga- 
nisations then there are certain 
conditions attached to such 
help." 

In a standby agreement if 
signed with the IMF in Decem- 
ber. Jordan has undertaken to 
introduce the sales tax this 
month after having secured 
IMF approval to delay the- 
move for over one year. 

While conceding that the 
sales tax was indeed part of the 
IMF programme. Mr. Gam- 
moh said it was one of the steps 
to streamline the structure of 



Finance Minister Sami Gammoh, Banked by 
Customs Department Director-General Moham- 
mad Al Jamal (right) and Income Tax Depart- 


ment Director Mansour Haddadtn, addresses 'a 
press conference Monday (Petra photo) ' 


taxation in Jordan and to 
achieve self-sufficiency. Such a 
step, he said, is as much in the 
interest of the national eco- 
nomy as part of the IMF prog- 
ramme. 

"The government is working 
on ail aspects of existing tax 
laws in Jordan, including cus- 
toms duties and income tax." 
Mr. Gammoh said, noting that 
the introduction of the sales 
tux warranted revisions. 

For instance, he said, re- 
frigerators. both imported and 
local, earn a sales tax of 20 per 
cent. In the consumption tax 
law. the tax on the item was 55 
per cent. 

The reduction should not 
mean that imported refrigera- 
tors would have the same sta- 
tus in the market or enjoy an 
edge of their local equivalents, 
he said. To maintain the com- 


petitiveness of the local pro- 
duct. he said, the customs 
duties on imported refrigera- 
tors would be raised by 30 to 50 
per cent. 

Similar revisions would be 
applicable in all cases where 
import substitutes are avail- 
able. he said, noting that the 
ven’ objective of the economic 
restructuring programme was 
to reduce imports. 

Another bone of contention 
between the government and 
the business sector was the 
duration between the first and 
second phase of implementing 
the law. The second phase 
involves the introduction of a 
value -added- 1 ax system as pre- 
valent in at least 100 other 
countries, he said. 

"The government promised 
that the second phase will not 
be implemented before three 


years after the first phase ta^es 
effect." said Mr. Gammpfi. 

“But they frhe businessmen; 
represented by the Chamber'df 
Industry) insisted that the gov- 
ernment had reserved the op- 
tion to do it in six months':''. 
Therefore, it was agreed as 'a 
compromise tht a provision be' 
added in the law that thfc' 
second phase will not be im- 
plemented before three 
years." 

Businessmen have said Otar 
rhey preferred to have the 
second phase take effect in. fiy.?" 
years and are expected to lob-" 
by the Lower of House . ofc 
Parliament to amend the pfqvir 
sion to suit their demands. Bitf 
Mr. Gammoh indicated _thaj‘ 
the government would insist off 
three years during the debate, 
on the draft law in Parliament. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 





PACKING. AM FFMEIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


A*MN KAWAR & SONS 

WJII 604676 6Q4696 ^ 
>0 ®0X 7806 


FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate- 
Tel. 8 1 0605/8 1 0609/8 10520 
Fax: 810520 


RESTAURANT * 


.Swelflyeh. 

816690 





Flat .O.Tel 
* Serviced Suites In 
Grand Hotel Style I* 



Every nighl with live music 
"And’vou can dance too !!i " 


jSla f JiJ JjJl J*D- 3JI a J - Lit * 

JA-I j 4j4jE j 4JJO— a 

UJLlI _>jl= CjI 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS - * 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
VOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT.' 

EASTERN SERVICES . 

OFFICIAL DAN2AS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL ; 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 ' 

PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


l.l 

:h_tc 

inier-covtinthtai 
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Cheers Cafe' 

OPEN IN RAMADAN 
6:00 PM - V. Lafe 


The Best In 
Indi an Cuisine. 


Bukhara 

.SI S 7 • ! ?. vs T 

y OfKvFoK LlNCII & DlNNKK 
For reservations call 641361 


I 

V — ■ / 

\ I K N J \ 

Andalusian 

Iftar 

or ala carte dinner 

Jabal Amm a n 3rd circle; 


j? H^staumnt Witfi 
SbiArtistkflm 6 wnce 


Valentino 

• .RESTAURANT 
jam. amhah nnrcncu 
B M8MW TM»WanWWIW. WB II 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour fihn at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
slue 30 % targor 

• From mntorgo- 
w ii t 20 x 30 on 

Sbmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich tel: 823891 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Slreet. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight . 



SZECHWAN 6ARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 


Open J J JO - j-JO t <l «1 - 


Take away is available 

Sha: At-Arab Sm»! 

Um Urtanaft Commercial Centre 

Tel.: 861174 

free farted Always Lcwcd 





DAIMITEL 

il£2<|l|ls 


Amman - Tef 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



AVIS 


699-420 ! 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

• st Crete J3t?3! Amrfian. near 
ANiyyah Gm's School 

TmIui awiyismlliUt 

open daily * 

5:00 - 11:30 p.m. 

Tel. 638968 


IAEA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyiing, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way._ . 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 


KLM EXOTIC 


AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 


5 STAR DE LUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

"call fflSHAM INTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 / 698181 
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Zulu king lays claim to kingdom 


DURBAN. South Africa 
(AFP) — Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithini laid claim Monday 
to the sovereignty of the Zulu 
kingdom as it existed in 1X34. 
before it was conquered by the 
British. 

He told tens of thousands of 
spear-wielding supporters at a 
rally here before meeting 
South African President F.W. 
De Klerk that negotiations had 
failed to secure a'just future for 
the Zulu nation and that he 
had "come to the end of the 
road." 

It will be the third meeting in 
a month between the two men 
to discuss the future of the 
Zulu kingdom under a new 
post-election constitution re- 
jected by King Zwelithini and 
Kwazulu Chief Minister Man- 
gosuthutu Buthelezi "s Inkarha 
Freedom Party (IFP). 

According to a copy of a 
memorandum to be presented 
to Mr. De Klerk obtained by 
AFP before the meeting. King 
Zwelithini said he was prepar- 
ing "to promulgate the con- 
stitution of Kwazulu and Natal 
which wi{{ establish a monar- 
chy modelled after the best 
examples of democratic and 
pluralistic monarchies in the 
world.” 

By the pre-1834 boundaries 
the king is understood to mean 
a territory of some eight mil- 
lion people, including six mil- 
lion Zulus, stretching from the 
Drakensberg Mountains in the 
west of the Indian Ocean in the 


the memorandum "the time 
has come for difficult and irret- 
rievable decisions." and chal- 
lenges him with the options of 
choosing "the path of libera- 
tion” or allowing "our oppo- 
nents to attempt to crush my 
kingdom and the freedom and 
liberation of my people by 
means of violence and destruc- 


The government and the 
ANC have rejected the de- 
mand. but Mr. De Klerk has 
said the door is still open for a 
possible last minute deal which 
would bring the IFP into the 
elections. 


east. 

The king tells De Klerk in 


tion. 

The king's public demand 
for sovereignty comes two days 
after Saturday's decision by the 
IFP. along with the 
Bophuthatswana black home- 
land and the right-wing Afri- 
kaner Volksfront which form 
the Freedom Alliance, to 
boycott South Africa's first all- 
race elections on April 26 to 
2X. 

The elections are expected 
to be won by the IFP's arch- 
rival Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress (ANC). 
which has secured a strong 
central government in a new 
constitution against Inkatha's 
demand for regional powers. 

TTie ANC has accused Mr. 
Buthelezi of manipulating 
King Zwelithini for his own 
ends, but the monarch made it 
clear in his speech ro his sup- 
porters Monday that he was 
firmly on Mr. Buthelezi's side, 
saying he knows of "no Zulu 
more bold and true." 

Announcing its decision to 
boycott the 'polls Saturday, 
hours before Saturday's dead- 
line. the IFP said international 
mediation was needed to “pull 
South Africa from the brink of 
disaster." 


In Cape Town, shortly be- 
fore leaving for Durban. Mr. 
De Klerk 'said the alliance's 
decision to boycott the poll was 
a "serious problem" but ruled 
out postponing the election 
date. 

He told the opening session 
of an International Press Insti- 
tute (IPI) conference that his 
government would "continue 
to do everything we can to 
address their reasonable con- 
cerns. but we will not allow 
them to thwart the determina- 
tion of the overwhelming 
majority of South Africans to 
proceed with the election." 

Mr. Buthelezi warned Sun- 
day that his party's boycott was 
likely to bring "casualties and 
even death." 


According to a recent inde- 
pendent poll, the ANC enjoys 
51 per cent support in Kwazulu 
and surrounding Natal, against 
23 per cent for the IFB. 

"Changing the date is not on 
the agenda." Mr. De Klerk 
said in a speech before hun- 
dreds of journalists attending 
IPJ’s general congress. 

He said his government 
would continue to negotiate 
with the conservative freedom 
alliance "but we will not allow 
them to thwart the determina- 
tion of the overwhelming 


Major urged to drop ‘back to basics ’ 


LONDON (R) — Prime 
Minister John Major is under 
strong pressure to abandon his 
discredit i-i "hack to basics" 
crusaa* .r* H’are the Conserva- 


tive er :.ment any more 
morality scandals. British 
newspapers said Monday. 

Senior Conservatives' now 
admit that Mr. Major's 
flagship campaign for whole- 
some values has backfired on 
the government. laying it open 
to mockery over any individual 
failing or misdemeanour, the 
newspapers said. 

The Daily Express said 
Monday the latest stain on the 
government’s character, a 
weekend furore over a Con- 
servative politician’s friendship 
with a young researcher, had 
sounded the death knell for 
hack to basics. 

"Mr. Major should dump 
hack to hasics and get hack to 
politics." the Today newspaper 
said in an editorial. 

Other newspaper also 
quoted senior Conservative 
sources as saying the crusade, 
conceived late fast vear as a 


non-contentious way of ral- 
lying the squabbling party be- 
hind Mr. Major, hud been ack- 
nowledged us a miscalcula- 
tion. 

The campaign called for a 
return in traditional values 
and. although the government 
now says it was never about 
personal morality, encouraged 
the popular press to delve deep 
into the lives of conservative 
politicians to find any moral 
lapses. 

Critics' have said the debacle 
reveals Mr. Major's poor judg- 
ment in choosing such u vague 
concept as his policy theme 
and allowing right-wingers in 
the government to link 
"basics” in the public mind 
with personal morality. 

In the First major blow to the 
crusade, a junior environment 
minister was forced to resign 
his job in January after admit- 
ting fathering a love child dur- 
ing an extra-marital affair. 

Then another minister step- 
ped down amid reports his 
wife’s suicide was prompted by 
his friendship with another 


woman. 

The campaign, now rede- 
fined by the government as a 
concern for “commonsense” 
values in education and law 
and order, was left in total 
disarray last week when an 
up-and-coming politician 
Stephen Milligan was found 
asphyxiated at his home after 
what appeared to be a bizarre 
sexual experiment. 

In the latest blow to hack to 
hasics. Conservative Member 
of Parliament Harley Booth 
stepped down as a ministerial 
aide in the Foreign Office late 
Saturday as newspapers 
splashed reports of his love for 
a 22-.year.-old researcher who 
used to work as a nude art 
model. 

The Guardian newspaper 
said senior Conservatives had 
decided to abandon attempts 
to salvage the campaign and 
intended' to let the slogan slip 
quietly into disuse. 

But other repons said the 
government felt it would be 
too damaging to abandon the 
policy platform now. 


U.S. lawmaker visits Aung San Sun Kyi 


RANGOON (AFP) — A U.S. 
congressman was among five 
people allowed by Burma's 
military authorities to meet 
dissident Aung San Suu Kyi at 
her home Monday, the first 
outsiders she has seen in 
almost five vears of house 


arrest. 

Representative Bill Richard- 
son and the U.N. development 
programme's resident repre- 


sentative here. Jehan Raheem. 
were among those allowed to 
see the Nobel Peace Prize win- 
ner. a reliable source .said. 

Previously, only immediate 
family members and security 
officials were able to enter the 
heavily guarded lakeside com- 
pound where Aung San Suu 
Kyi is confined in a residential 
area of Rangoon. 

A succession of U.N. envovs 


mandated to investigate 
alleged human rights abuses in 
Burma had tried without suc- 
cess to get permission to see 
her. 

The meeting was apparently 
filmed, as a crew from Bur- 
mese state television was seen 
entering the premises at 
around 9 a.m. there was no 
official confirmation of the 


Hosokawa faces fresh political turmoil 


IOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Prime minister Murihiro I loso- 
kawa. Iresh front facing down 
U.S. President Bill Clinton in a 
bruising trade summit m 
Washington, returned to tind 
his shak\ ruling coalition in 
turmoil NIonda\. 

.A Tokyo newspaper re- 
ported Nlr. Hosokawa might 
ini mediate 1) reshut I'le his 
%e\en-month-old cabinet to 
strengthen control over his fra- 
gile coalition, but government 
spokesman Masayoshi Take- 
inura denied such a move was 
imminent. 

"I talked (with Hosokawa) 
this morning. But I detected no 
sign of a cabinet reshuffle. " 
Mr. Takcmura told reporters. 
"1 believe Prime Minister 
Hosokawa does not have a 
cabinet reshuffle in mind." 

But Mr. Hosokawa himself 
did not complete!) rule out the 
possibility . 

”1 will consider whether to 
reshuffle the cabinet alter the 
budget is settled." Mr. Hoso- 

k.iwa told reporters Monday. 

I he statement could refer to 
either cabinet approval ol the 
1WW4M5 stale hudgci plan ex- 
pected this Tuesday or final 
parliament;! r\ approval ex- 
pected sometime in April or 
May. 

Ouoting unnamed sources 
close to the prime minister, the 
S.utkei Shtmhun Daily re- 
ported Mr. Hosokawa had de- 
cided to reshuffle the cabinet 
i if i ] uesday orshoitly attei the 
government gave tinal approv- 
al to the budget. 

In the tesluilfle. Mr. Iloso- 
kawa could replace seveial 
ministers inciiulim: chief 


Cabinet Secretary Takcmura. 
and si\ others from the Social- 
ist Party. Sankci said. 

But some political analysts 
said a reshuffle could haekfirc 
and spell doom for the lloso- 
kaw a go ve rn men t . 

"The coalition is already 
shaky enough. If Prime Minis- 
ter I losokavva moves ahead 
with a cabinet reshuffle, his 
coalition could collapse." 
Ryukoku University Professor 
Tadashi lyasu said. 

The reshuffling would’ 
almost certainly prompt not 
only the Socialists, the biggest 
partner in the unwieldy eight- 
wav coalition, but also Mr. 
lakemura's I larhinger New 
Party to pull out of the govern- 
ment. snipping Mr. Hosokawa 
ot a governing majority. Prof. 
lvu-u said. 

"'Hie only way Hosoknun 
can stay in power is to keep the 
coalition in its present form." 
said leading political commen- 
tator Minoru Moritu. 

He said Mr. Hosokawa 
would secure strong public 
hacking lor his adamant refusal 
List week to bow to U.S. press- 
in c on trade issues. 

Mi. Hosokawa ami Mr. 
Clinton tailed at their tltree- 
lioui summit Friday to reach- 
key accords mandated under a 
July [‘J'Lv economic framework 
pact aimed at culling Japan's 
trade surplus and improving 
access to specific market sec- 
tors. 

In the talks with Mr. Clin- 
ton. Mr. Hosokawa reieetcd 
setting numerical trade targets, 
.ii going they would lead to 
managed trade. Washington 
».nd it needed quantifiable 


ways to measure how well 
Tokyo was opening up its mar- 
kets. 

On Monday Deputy Chiel 
Cabinet Secretary Yukio 
Hatoyama said Mr. Hosokawa 
plans to work out Japan's 
strategy on economic 
iramewor'k talks with Washing- 
ton before a July summit of 
Group of Seven iCi7) industrial 
nations. 

"I regret that we were un- 
able [(< agree on (whether or 
not to set) numerical targets, 
but I could not yield on this 
issue because the acceptance 
(of numerical targets) would 
hamper free trade." Mr. 
Hatoyama quoted Mr. Hoso- 
kawa as telling a meeting of 
ruling coalition and govern- 
ment leaders. 

Ryukoku University’s lyasu 
said any visible concessions to 
the United States on the trade 
dispute could spark a furor 
among hardline lawmakers, 
business leaders and the gener- 
al public. 

"In that ease. Hosokawa 
would lose public support and 
weaken his power base." he 
said. 

"No matter how hard Hoso- 
kawa tries, it is extremely diffi- 
cult lor him to have a stronger 
coalition," commentator Mori- 
(a said. 

Nevertheless. Mr. Moritu 
and other political pundits be- 
lieve Mr. Hosokawa will keep 
his grip on power af least lor 
the next several months unless 
he soldiers along with the 
cabinet reshuffle. 

“There is no viable candi- 
date to replace Prime Minister 
Hosokawa.’ Mr. Mori t a said. 


majority of South Africans to 
proceed with the elections." 

Alliance leaders say the gov- 
ernment and the African 
National Congress (ANC) 
have not gone far enough to 
satisfy their federalist ambi- 
tions, especially white extrem- 
ists' demands for a whiies-only 
homeland. 

The AVF has threatened to 
actively disrupt voting, a threat 
echoed by IFP lead Man- 
gosuthu Buthelezi Sunday. 

But Mr. De Klerk said Mon- 
day that his government would 
deal "firmly and decisively" 
with any attempts to under- 
mine the polls. 

“What we cannot accept is a 
return in any form to racial 
discrimination and minority 
ethnic domination." he said. 

ANC leader Nelson Mande- 
la. also addressing the Con- 
gress. echoed Mr. De Klerk's 
commitment to the April 26-2X 
poll, saying that "those who 
want to delay the birth of a 
democracy assume an awe- 
some responsibility and should 
be aware of the terrible risks 
their actions entail." 

He said the new leadership's 
goal should be to "rebuild" 
South Africa on the ruins of 
apartheid, which has burdened 
(he country ‘’with scandalous 
levels of poverty which Trans- 
lates into 17 million people — 
all blacks — existing below the 
minimum living level.*’ 

Mr. Mandela said that one 
of the main priorities of an 
ANC-led government would 
be to create jobs. 
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Aid flights 
resume 


in Angola 


LISBON (AP) — Angola’s 
UNITA rebels opened the be- 
sieged city of Cuito to 
emergency food flights for the 
first time in a week Monday, 
but closed a second desperate 
city with a storm of artillery 
when U.S. Senate fact-finders 
tried to visit. 


Under intense U.N. and 
U.S. pressure. UNITA agreed 
not to fire on airlifts to Cuito 
and other government cities 
while the government in turn 
lifted a ban on aid to rebel-held 
areas, a relief official said. 


The airlifts were halted a 
week ago when a four-month 
unofficial ceasefire collapsed 
and fierce artillery battles 
broke out throughout the cen- 
tral highlands. 


“This deal couldn’t have 
come much later for those peo- 
ple to survive.’’ said the relief 
worker of the 60.000 Angolans 
trapped in Cuito. 670 
kilometres (415 miles) south- 
east of Luanda, which has been 
surrounded by rebel forces for 
more than a year. 


The government estimates 
rebel shells fciffed 300 people in 
Cuito in four days. UNITA 
said more than 100 were killed 
by a government bombing of 
neighbouring rebel-held 
Huambo. once Angola's 
second-largest city. 

But relief flights to Malange. 
one of the cities hardest-hit by 
Angola’s war-caused famine, 
were scratched when the rebels 
suddenly unleashed a dawn 
artillery bombardment. 


Although given rebel safety 
guarantees to land, three mem- 
bers of a U.S. Senate staff 
delegation had to cancel a visit 
to Malange when rebel artil- 
lery pounded the airfield hours 
before they were to arrive, an 
embassy official said. 


This is the second time UN- 
ITA has aborted a trip by 
congressional investigators to 
the besieged city 350 
kilometres (415 miles) south- 
east of Luanda. In December, 
four members of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee 
were in flight to Malange when 
rebel artillery began pounding 
the airfield. 


"We don't think this is by 
chance.' said a Western diplo- 
mat. speaking anonymously in 
accordance with ministry poli- 
cy. “UNITA apparently 
doesn’t want to see how bad 
things are in Angola." 


Seoul sees positive signs from 
North about nuclear impasse 


Malange 
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SEOUL (AFP) - There are 
signs (hut North Korea will 
reverse its refusal to allow out- 
side inspections of il.v nuclear 
facilities. South Korea’s presi- 
dent said Monday, as Russian 
scientists revealed that Pyon- 
gyang has developed a nuclear 
bomb. 

South Korean President Kim 
Young-Sum told Japanese 
Prime Minister Murihiro 
Hosokawa by hotline, that he 
was hopeful that Pyongyang 
would agree to the inspections. 
Mr. Kim’s spokesman. Choo 
Don-Shik said. 

However. Mr. Kim said, the 
North Korean nuclear prog- 
ramme "has reached a critical 
point with only a week to go to 
the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) meet- 
ing." according to Mr. Choo. 

Pyongyang has developed a 
nuclear bomb with the help of 
Russian nuclear experts. 
Japan's Jiji Press reported 
Monday. 

Russian researchers told Jiji 
that the former Soviet Union 
was engaged in a joint plan 
with North Korea to build a 
nuclear bomb until 1W5. and 
Russian scientists continue to 
provide clandestine assistance 
to Pyongyang. 

But South Korean Foreign 
Minister Hun Sung- J< to said 
Monday in Ottawa that the 
toning down of hellicose rhe- 
toric by North Korea over the 
weekend was “a significant 
change." 

North Korea said over the 
weekend that Washington had 
recently told Pyongyang that it 
wanted to resolve the nuclear 
issue through dialogue, and 
that Pyongyang also wanted a 
peaceful solution. 

Both South Korea and Japan 
feared that Pyongyang couid 
go to war if backed into a 
corner, and Mr. Han has urged 
caution on the imposition ol 
sanctions. 

North Korea has said it 
would consider the imposition 
"punitive measures" and an 
act of war. 


At the Feh. 21 meeting in 
Vienna the IAEA is expected 
to decide whether to reler 
North Korea’s refusal to allow 
outside inspections of sus- 
pected nuclear sites to the 
UN. Security Council 1«»r 

sanctions. 

North Korea has demanded 
that the IAEA lower its inspec- 
tion requirements. 

"North Korea is expected to 
show a positive response (re- 
garding nuclear verification in- 
spections) in the coming days." 
Mr Han xaid. 

"There is a high possibility 
that North Korea would re- 
sume working-level contacts 
with the United States in New 
York this week and convey its 
willingness (to accept the in- 
spections)." Mr. Han said. 

The South Korean News 
Agency Yonhap cited govern- 
ment sources as saying that 
Washington and Pyongyang 
would reopen contact this 
week. 


Yonhap also said that during 
recent back-door contacts. 
Washington had reassured 
Pyongyang ot the resumption 
of high-level talks on impro- 
ving 'ties, if North Korea 
allowed the full inspection nf 
its nuclear sites. 

Mr. 1 ian was in Ottowa after 
a rush visit to Washington 
where he and U.S. officials 
agreed to try to pursue a 
peaceful resolution of the nuc- 
lear impasse up to the last 
minute. 


They also indicated they 
would seek phased rathe/ than 
immediate wholesale sanctions 
against North Korea if the 
issue were referred to the 
Security Council. 

Mr. Hosokawa told Mr. Kim 
that U.S. President Bili Clin- 
ton "shared the same views" 
on the matter. Mr. Choo said. 
The Japanese prime minister 
also s«id. "dose consultations 
should be held between South 
Korea and Japan" on the in- 
spections impasse, the spokes- 
man added. 


remain. 

Senate Armed Services 
Committee Chairman Sam 
Nunn said Sunday that it was 
lime for the United States to 
"start planning and discussing 
sanctions'* against the North. 

Sen. Nunn, a Georgia 
Democrat who also appeared 
on "Late Edition, said the Un- 
tied States should be working 
to ensure that China, an histor- 
ic North Korean ally, would go 
along with sanctions in the 
U.N. Security Council. 

In a separate development, 
two North Korean truck driv- 
ers. who had fled from a log- 
ging camp in Siberia, have 
tusked for asylum after flying to 
South Korea from Moscow . 
intelligence officers said Mon- 
dav. 


Tougher sanctions against Haiti readied 


WASHINGTON (R) - The 
United States and three other • 
nations plan ' a ' new' series of-- 
tougher sanctions to force 
democracy on the poor Carib- 
bean nation, a Clinton admi- 
nistration-official said. 

U.S. Ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations Madeleine 
Albright said on NBC's Meet 
The Press programme that the 
United States, France. Canada 
and Venezuela were preparing 
this week to promote a pack- 
age of tighter sanctions against 


■ Haiti. 

. “We are looking again at a 
tougher set of sanctions whifch 
really has three parts to it. has 
to do with air travel. Targeted 
sanctions against certain par- 
ties there and an overall trade 
embargo.” she said. 

*’We are in the process of 
negotiating it.” she said. 

Human rights activists last 
week urged President Bill Clin- 
ton to raise pressure on Haiti's 
military regime to step down 
by barring U.S. imports of all 


goods assembled in Haitian 
plants. 

They told reporters that 
more than.50 U.S. firms bring 
into the United States a variety 
of goods assembled in Haiti, 
including baseballs, clothing, 
floor tiles and fishing lures. 

They said a United Nations 
embargo on fuel and weapons 
shipments to Haiti was leaking 
badly, harming Haiti’s poor 
but not the military leaders it 
was intended to force from 
office. 


Sri Lanka rejects rebel peace overtures 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lanka's Prime Minister Rani! 
Wickremesinghe Monday re- 
jected peace overtures from a 
junior rebels and insisted that 
any serious offer to end the 
bloodshed must come From the 
Tamil Tiger chieftain. 

A local leader of the Libera- 
ii on T igers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) had asked (he Col- 
ombo government last week to 
"create conditions to estab- 
lishing peace” in the embattled 
northeast where the rebels are 
fighting for a separate state. 

In the first rea ction to (he 
offer made by an LTTE official 
known as Karikalan. the prime 
minister said that rebel supre- 
mo Velupillai Prabhakaran, 
39. must be directly involved in 
any new peace effort. 

“Any response from the 
LTTE must come from 


Prabhakaran. We have not 
closed the door for peace. But 
Prabhakaran is silent.” Mr. 
Wickremesinghe told a public 
rally in central Kotmale region 
Sunday. 

He sai d 14 months of talks 
with the LTTE ended in failure 
in June 1990, leading to more 
bloodshed, and he added that 
after that debacle all political 
parties agreed that Mr. 
Prabhakaran must be directly 
involved with any talks. 

"No political party has 
changed that position. We do 
not want to discourage anyone 
from talking. But any serious 
move must come from Prabha- 
karan himself and no one else 
in the LTTE.” Mr. Wick- 
remesinghe tol d AF P Monday. 

The latest LTTE peace bid 
was conveyed to the govern- 
ment by A.T. Ariyaratna, a 


leader of a non-govemmemal 
o rgan isation, who visited 
LTTE-held Jaffna peninsula. 

Meanwhile, the Sri Lankan 
Air Force bombed two truck- 
loads of Tamil rebels outside a 
key northern military base, 
causing ‘‘heavy casualties." 
hours after troops destroyed a 
guerrilla camp elsewhere, offi- 
cials said Monday. 

Ground attack aircraft 
bombed the two vehicles car- 
rying Liberatio n Ti gers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels 
Sunday near the forward de- 
fence lines of the Palaly milit- 
ary base, a spokesman said. 

The strategic base in the 
LTTE-controllcd northern 
Jaffna peninsul a ha s frequently 
come under LTTE fire, but 
troops manning the forward 
defences have also killed 
dozens of rebel infiltrators. 


Cambodia threatens rebels with more force 


PHNOM PENH { R ) — 
Cambodian Prime Minister 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh 
has warned extremist Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas to join in 
efforts at national reconcilia- 
tion or face outlaw status and 
renewed government military 
■action. 


The Khmer Rouge should 
rejoin the national community 
and “put an end ro the suffer- 
ing of the people and your 
families." Prince Ranariddh 
said in a televised speech Sun- 
day. 

Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
should return to'lead a "legiti- 
mate life with your families'' or 
face a life as outlaws, he said. 

"Please do not be reluctant 
any more. Even though you 
are being scattered from bat- 
tlefields like Anlong V'eng — 
other (guerrilla) bases will also 
receive the same fate as 
Anlong V'eng." he said in a 
20-minute broadcast. 


"Please return to your 
homeland and join with your 
families in time for the 
approaching Khmer New Year 
(in April).” 

Remote Anlong Vcng. 310 
kilometres northwest of 


Phnom Penh, was the Khmer 
Rouge's main northern head- 
quarters until it was captured 
by the government Feb. 5. 

The Khmer Rouge is the 
only political faction refusing 
to implement the U.N.- 
brokered 1991 Paris peace 
agreement that formally ended 
13 years of civil war and paved 
the way for last May's national 
elections. 

The government has offered 
the rebels cabinet positions in 
exchange for an immediate 
ceasefire, an opening of its 
zones and demobilisation of its 
estimated H.tHXJ-srrong guerril- 
la force. 

But nominal Khmer Rouge 
leader Khicu Sumphan has re- 
jected the offer and political 
negotiations have since re- 
mained deadlocked. 

In recent months the Maoist- 
inspired rehels, responsible for 
the deaths of one million 
Cambodians during a reign of 
terror in the 1971K. have suf- 
fered a siring of military set- 
backs and a rash of defections. 

A key Khmer Rouge com- 
munications and logistics base 
in northwest Phum Chhal was 
captured last August, and a 
second logistics base at Krava 


in central Kompong Thom pro- 
vince was captured in Decem- 
ber. 

Sporadic fighting has re- 
portedly continued near 
Anlong Veng. a former district 
seat, as Z.iMHI government sol- 
diers complete mopping up op- 
erations Defence Minister 
General Tea Banh said. 


"Now we are controlling the 
Anlong Vcng area, but Khmer 
Rouge guerrriJas scattered 
from the battlefield have set up 
small groups to continue hit 
and run attacks on our forces 
— this is no problem for us " 
General Tea Banh told Ren- 
ters Monday. 

He said land access to 
Anlong Veng was he.ng hin . 
dered by uncleared land mines 
laid by the Khmer Rouge de- 
fenders. 

Government spokesman 
Steng La Presse earlier said the 
Khmer Rouge had fled the 
base rather than fight a major 
battle. 


Small units of guerrillas had 
retreated north towards the Thai 
border and were continuing to 
shell their former base, killing 
2<l government soldiers and 
wounding X2. he said. 


Near naked aaml^;: a.j-os 
dancers kick off 
Rio carnival ' ;Y'. . 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R >; gte 


In Tokyo. Mr. Hosokawa 
told government leaders that 
he had let Mr. Clinton know 
Japan wanted China lo medi- 
ate the dispute and that it was 
important for South Korea, 
Japan and the United States to 
hand together to ask China. 

China, which has close ties 
to Nurth Korea, is the least 
enthusiastic of the permanent 
Security Council members ab- 
out imposing sanctions on 
Pyongyang. 

Meanwhile a senior 

lican member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee 
urged the Clinton administra- 
tion Sunday to weigh sending 
nuclear weapons to South 
Korea to " thwart any threat 
from the North. 

John McCain of Arizona, a 
former navy pilot who is gener- 
ally cautious on military mat- 
ters. said the United States 
should "seriously consider re- 
turn of nuclear weapons to 
South Korea... for our tactical 
air forces (here.” 

Sen. McCain made his com- 
ments on the CNN programme 
Late Edition. Defence Depart- 
ment officials say former Presi- 
dent George Bush began re- 
moving U.S. tactical nuclear 
weapons from South Korea in 
19VJI and that none cur rent tv 


Barechested men and ^ 


wearing only immscole kane-. v *' |j£ ! 

mmIoH t/\ thf rtiuthrdr nf ' ~~l |r jiifl 


loths gyrated to the rhythms .^,: 1 
samba astride a giant float 1 

day night as Rio De Janeiro*^ 
glittering carnival parade ggfes:!?- 


underway. The parade corii-^ re- 


petition, which lasts until dawjjjg; 
and continues Monday nightyj^ v "• 
the highlight of Rio’s pre-Le^^Jj 
ten carnival, which began , 
Thursday and ends cm 
Wednesday. The Unidos 
Ponte school kicked off 
annual tradition with a tribute:- ; 
to one of Brazil’s most bdaved£^ 


samba singers, Alrione, I ^ 

the most eagerly awaitt&ilr* 


school this year was 
gueira, which was to maidhti 
early Monday morning. TheV.V*' 
school, traditionally the dtgSr.C- 
most popular, wffl pay tribtteT^ 
to four of Brazil's best knmjra^^- 
singers — Caetano Velwo^v^ 
sister Maria Bethaxua, Gifbjr-. , £ 
to Gil and Gal Costa. 
foursome spearheaded 
1960s tropicaiism movement of 1 
music popularised around th£ - . . 
world. Brazilian President Ink: 
mar Franco came to see anot ; ^ 


hear Mangueira, marking the;- 


first time a president attended ’ - 
the parade at the neariy mile 
(kilometre)-long Sambad- £ ) 
rome. The schools this year . 
have promised to pot on .a - 
show as luxurious as ever, even: ~v _,. 
though the gambling bosses - ^ 
who bankroll most of the; 
schools are behind bars. ^ “ 

■ * tr. . • i-h 

Britons indulge />$ 

in Valentine’s uay : r.\, 
slush ; s 


LONDON (R) — Lovesick- 
Britons indulged in their cus- 
tomary display of Valentine's: - 
Day eccentricity Monday .at . : , 
Daddy Big Belly sent hfe 
gards to Big Momma and • 
Shuggle pledged undying a£fec- , ]4 
tion for Pattie Poops* ----- 
Thousands of Britons used the 
small ads in national newspap^r^# 
ers to send Valentine greeting» r ?^T 
to their loved ones in typical!};;. 
sentimental style. "Little Bub^ , .. ^ 
sy you’re my rub-a-dubsy. ; . -' : 
Love from the ultimate fat; ^ 
bloke,” said one apparently :.-, ex- 
ample lover who paid to plaoe ; -^ 
a Valentine message in ’ 

tabloid Today newspaper. A^r td . 
similar unprepossessing loyef^^ 
Daddy Big Belly, greeted 
Momma in the Sun, 
another message read, niHV- 7 ^ . 
romantically, “Gnimpy Noli - vV* 1 
cheer up you miserable : 

sod." In other coded endear-: ! ‘ V" 
ments. Maggot and Swamp V 
Monster made their feeling* - . ;• • 
felt in the Daily Telegraph,- , /j 
and Weedy Flimsy Windy.- T.' 
Cake declared ereraal affoc-r ; J 
tion for Bubsy in die Daily . ' 
Mirror. “Baldy spot, boozers ’ 
pot, teeth held in by glue, bint 
never mind Valentine nr.'.at- 
ways love you,” said another 
message in the Sun. Sexual -» 

innuendo made an appearance \ 

in the Times, where ; one 
woman gushed to her lover 
“chippendale man, dading [ 

mine, do you know I adoreyrou ! 

and lambchop, your golden I 

thighs.” But the arntual display J 

of playful love talk and pet j 

names left one woman cold. ■ 

Writing in the Guardian news? 1 

paper, feminist author Lor- \ 

raine Gamman said she was j 
appalled at how Britons lapsed j 

into “an orgy 1 of baby Ian- l 
guage” at romantic time*.'- ; i 
“Am I the only person in the . . J 
world disturbed by cosmic love 
bunnies who talk ^ dt other. . . 
into bed using Beatrix Potter ' 
pet names?” she asked, sug- ^ , 
gesting Britons may have a^ 1 ^ 
problem facing up to their fedr. 

»ngs- 


French mugging ? ■> 

victim leaves 

with police j 

LOS ANGELES ^££5* 
French tourist, beaten ' 
bed of bis money and ajffo?. 
ticket, bid a hasty goodbyc W- 
Los Angeles Sunday, -5%^ . 
said. Michel Poiton, 35 !,'took 
the wrong bus to the 
late Saturday night and-oute*^-: 
op in South-Central 1^’ : : 
Angeles, one of the c^'fc 
roughest neighbourhoods,'^ 
where he was beaten and : 
lieved of a flight bag contmtihjg v - 
his money and ticket- home? - t— 
police said. Mr. Poitou, who. 
suffered only minor injuries, • 
wanted to head home inK- 
mediately but the air carried 
Northwest Airlines, said there : . 
would be a $50 surcharge .to: / „ _ 
reissue the stolen ticket, said’ . 

Los Angeles Police officer .' 
Jdin Zambri. Mr. Zambri and ■ 
a fellow officer took the penm- 
less Poitou to breakfast and 
took up his cause with the : 
airline, which eventually re- T - ~ 
tented and issued the ticket at 
no charge. "When someone 
comes to Los Angeles and 
something like this happens, 
we ve got to show him *3" • 
somebody cares,” Officer 
Zambri said. “Nobody wan* 
to help this guy." 
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Belarus, player wins 
Virginia Slims tourney 


CHICAGO (AP) — Natalia 
Zvereva', whose tennis success 
has been shaped more by dou- 
bles. was not sure if she would 
ever win a singles title again. 

It had been four years, and 
even though she is only 22. she 
didn't like her chances. 

“It's not that I didn't believe 
in myself." the Belarus player 
said Sunday after winning the 
Virginia Slims of Chicago 6-3. 
7-5 over Chanda Rubin. “The 
competition is so much better 
now. 

"I proved myself wrong,” 
said Zvereva, who used a 
steady serve and a variety of 
shots, including a low-to-the 
ground 'slice backhand to offset 
the hard ground strokes of the 
17-year-old Rubin. 

“She didn't like the low 
balls, especially to her back- 
hand,'’; Zvereva said. “I tried 
to keep the pace off. It helps a 
lot on a fast surface. A lot of 
girls hit balls deep, flat and 
hard. Sometimes it's not wise 
to hit ‘it harder." 

Zvereva, ranked second in 
tiie world in doubles and 19th 
in singles, took a 5-0 lead in the 
■first set as Rubin, who won 
only two points in the first four 
games, sprayed errors all over 
the University of Illinois- 
Chicago Pavilion supreme sur- 
face. 

But "trailing 0-5 and love-40 
after back-to-back double 
faults, “Rubin lost her nerves 
and began to hit out in her first 
major tour final. The errors 
turned into winners as she 
fought off the three set points 
and then won three straight 
games. 

“I couldn't get into the 
match early on. Rubin said. “1 


. was missing a lot of balls. After 
going down love-five. I hit a 
good ball for a point and 1 said 
to myself. ‘Why not go for it 
now. you've got nothing to 
lose?’ And I won the next 
three games." 

Zvereva finally won the set 
6-3 when Rubin, who had 
fended off two more set points 
in the ninth game, hit long. 

Zvereva broke for a 3-2 lead 
in the second set. but Rubin 
broke right back, tying the set 
with a top spin lob and then 
holding for a 4-3 lead when 
Zvereva twice hit long and 
made another backhand error. 

Zvereva then made two 
tough volleys to win the next 
game. But Rubin, who hit 
serves timed at 166 kph, came 
up with three strong serves in a 
row to escape a 0-30 hole and 
take a 5-4 lead. 

Zvereva held for 5-5. then 
broke Rubin at love with a 
backhand winner down the line 
and three straight Rubin 
errors. The third one a swing- 
ing volley into the next. 

“I went up 5-4. I started 
making a lot of errors. I don't 
know what happened to me." 
said Rubin, who made 36 un- 
forced errors in the 80-minute 
match. 

“I could not afford to go to a 
third set.'* Zvereva said. “My 
body is tired from all the tennis 
I have played this week. I 
knew I had to close it out." 

And she did. Rubin made 
more errors to start the final 
game and Zvereva punctuated 
her first singles victory since 
1990 with an ace. She had five 
for match and got 61 per cent 
of her serves in. 


Martin wins ATP event 


MEMPHIS, Tennessee (AFP) 

— Todd Martin, runner-up at 
last month's Australian Open, 
went one step better to beat 
fellow-American Brad Gilbert 
6-4. 7-5 in Sunday's $800,000 
Memphis ATP tournament. 

Martin, ranked ninth in the 
world, won the second pro title 
of his career and the $110,500 
first prize, by beating the two- 
time former champion 6-4, 7-5 
in the final. 

Twelve- mouths. ago Martin^' 
lost to Jim Courier in his first^A 
ATP filial but he was saved 

• from arematch when the 39th- 

* ,anked Gilbert beat the world 
number-three in the quarter- 
finals. 

Martin, beaten by Pete Sam- 
pras in the Australian Open 
final last month, outserved Gil- 
bert arid scored a big percen- 
tage of his points off Gilbert's 
second serves. 

In the second-set Gilbert 
broke to lead 4-3, but Martin 
stormed back immediately and 


went on to snatch victory on a 
Gilbert double-fault. 

Gilbert has now lost seven 
straight finals since his last 
ATP triumph in 1990. 

After his win Martin, who 
had lost five straight finals 
since winning at Cbral Springs, 
Florida, last May said: “It's 
nice to complete the job this 
rime.” “Brad lulls you to sleep 
with the softness of his balls. 
But when you make him hit a 
shot, he hits it hard and accur- 


ately. When you're even or 
ahead, he lulls you to sleep 
more. Whenever I was behind. 


1 felt more intensity." 

“I knew I would be at net 
more than he would be. I knew 
I had to be patient and when 1 1 
had the chance to come in, I 
needed to hit a good approach 
shot and a good volley." 

Gilbert said: “I wanted to 
slow him down because he 
likes the pace but my serve let 
me down. His future is looking 
really good. If he were a stock, 
you would want to buy some.” 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HJRSCH 
61893 Tiwm Mkm Bankas, I* 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l- — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4K754 ?A9 07 41098742 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

I * 3 6* ? 

•—Weak 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Had East passed you would 
probably have jumped to four 
spades, so why not make the same 
bid now? The problem with three 
spades is it doesn't sound all that 
invitational and could be made on a 
more balanced hand. Don't put 
pleasure on partner. Take a shot at 


Q.2— East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*AK9 7K97 0AJ85 4QJ4 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart What do you respond? 

A. — There's a textbook bid that 
describes a perfectly balanced hand 
of 16-18 points with stoppers in the 
unbid suits. It's a jump to three no 
trump. Make it 

Q.3 — East- West vulnerable, . as 
Sooth you hold- 

41065 TAQ5432 IQ 4A102 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 T Pass 3 NT Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 

A,— If you treated your hand as a 
m inimum and tamely corrected to 
four hearts, you are undervaluing 
its trick-taking potential. With a 
known nine-card fit, we would make 
a gentle move by cue-bid ding four 
dubs, intending to venture no fur- 
ther than four hearts next, if we still 
have room for that bid. 

Q^h— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 


♦KQ4 S'87 0AK874 41065 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 ? Pass 2 v Pass 

2 T Pa«, ? 

What do you bid now? 

A.— The auction has developed 
awkwardly. You can’t rebid dia- 
monds or support hearts, you have 
no second suit and. with the dub 
suit unstopped, any no-trump bid ia 
out of the question. The solution is 
to lie a little and show your strong 
holding in spades, hoping partner 
will be able to bid no trump. Two 
spades is the least of evils. 

Q.5— Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AK984 :j 106-13 vK3 45 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the building with one chib. What 
action do you take? 

A.— If a cue-bid of two chibs spe- 
cifically shows both majors and a 
band of limited strength, this is not 
the bolding for that bid — it is loo 
strong defensively. Overcall one 
spade and hope you get the oppor- 
tunity to show your hearts later. 
CXjn't make a takeout double — that 
action is not recommended on a 
two- suited hand. 

Q.6— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

4KQ9 v A 10842 vl03 4A94 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 9 Pass 1 * Pass 

? 

Whal do you bid now? 

A.— 'The choice lies between one 
L-o trump and two spades. With a 
weak doubleton in one suit and su- 
perb throe-card support for part- 
ner's suit the raise to two spades 
stands out by the proverbial mile- 


Pippen emerges from Jordan’s 
shadow to star in All-Star Game 


Germany, Norway and Russia 
reap Olympic victory 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Scottie Pippen. in Che 
shadow of Michael Jordan's spotlight for the 
first six years of his career, knew it was time to 
grab it himself in the NBA All-Star Game. 

“Having Michael on our dub really oversha- 
dowed guys like Horace Gram, B.J. Armstrong 
and myself. Pippen said late Sunday after 
leading the Eat to a 127-118 victory over the 
West. “It was time for us to step up as All-Stars 
a little more. I had my mind set to play much 
better than I played an past All-Star games." 

Pippen. making his fourth All-Star appear- 
ance but his first since his superstar teammate 
on the Chicago Bulls retired last October, 
scored 29 points on 9-for-15 shooting and 
grabbed H rebounds to win most valuable 
player honours. 

“I tried to assert myself a little more." Pippen 
said. “My skills are able to put me up among the 
elite players. 1 don’t think I needed to go out 
today and prove anything to anybody." 

East coach Lenny Wilkens. who this season 
became the second NBA coach with 900 career 
victories, had seven first-time All-Stars on his 
12-man roster. But he went with his veterans 
when things got tight, especially Pippen. Mark 
Price and Patrick Ewing — who combined for 69 
points. 

“I just like the attitude of the guys." Wilkens 
said. “They showcase, but they're true competi- 
tors. When the game is on the line, they want to 
win. Pippen. Mark and Patrick were steadying 
forces down the stretch. 

Pippen, wearing fire-engine red shoes, aver- 
aged 9.3 points in his first three All-Star games. 
Despite his 29 points, he only scored two in the 
fourth quarter, but they were big r— a baseline 
jumper with 2:10 left after the West pulled 
within two points. 

“It was the shoes, Pippen joked about his 
performance. “Everybody was looking at my 
feet too much. I was shooting well and I just 
continued to let my shot flow.'* 

The East took its largest lead. 103-90. in the 
first minutes of the fourth quarter, but the West 
rallied with a 17-5 run. closing to 108-107 with 
7:17 left. Gary Pyton's six points and Daid 
Robinson's five keyed the comeback. 

But the East regained control as New York 
temmates Ewing and John Starks combined to 
score the next nine East points for a 117-110 
lead. 

A basket by Gifford Robinson and a 3- 
pointer by John Stockton made it 117-115 
before Pippen, after missing two free throws, 
connected on his baseline shot. 

David Robinson and Hakeem Olajuwon 
shared scoring honours with 19 points each for 
the West, which trails the AU-Star series 28-16. 

Ewing scored 12 of his 20 points in the fourth 
quarter and Price also had 20 for the East, which 
had 10 3-pointers to one for the West. Pippen 
was 5-fbr-9 from that range. 

“He was in a zone," West coach George Karl 



NBA Eastern Conference’s Scottie Pippen of the 
Chicago Bulls goes to the bucket past Shawn 
Kemp of Seattle during the 2nd quarter of the 
AU-Star Game (AFP photo) 

said. “It's difficult when you're substituting a 
great deal to keep the same guy on him.” 
Shaquiile O’ Neal, the NBA's leading scorer 
this season, had a miserable day for the East, 
missing 10 of 12 shots and seven of 11 free 
throws to finish with eight points. But ho 
managed 10 rebounds. 

“They were quadruple teaming me. triple- 
teaming me,” O'Neal said. “I thought some' 
body washing to play me straight up, but it 
didn't happen. It means somebody respects me 
if they had to put four guys on me.” 

The West, down by eight at halftime, rallied 
in the third quarter, closing within four twice 
before Price hit a jumper and a 3-pointer in B 
span of 37 seconds, helping the East rebuild the 
margin to 101-90 going into the final 12 minute*, 
Olajuwon dominated inside for the WM 
early in the game with 12 points in the first nine 
minutes on two dunks, two layups, a hook gRd 
two free throws. 1 
The West led 25-23 late in the first period, but 
the East went on a spurt and led 72-64 at (hi 
half. 


LILLEHAMMER, Norway 
(AP) — Germany, Norway 
and Russia struck gold at the 
Uliebammer Gaines Monday. 
The United States reaped 
heartbreak. 

— Germany’s George Hackl 
became the fust solo lugar to 
win back-to-back Olympic gold 
medals. 

In Thomas Alsgaard, a 
bright new Norwegian cross- 
country star was bom. 

On the speedskating oval, 
Russia's Alexander Golubev 
set an Olympic record while 
leading his team to a 1-2 finish 
in the men’s 50(3- metres sprint. 

For the Americans, woes be- 
gan when their luge medal 
hope crashed out of competi- 
tion. Then, hard-luck Dan Jan- 
sen slipped during the speeds- 
kating sprint and failed for the 
fourth-straight Olympics to 
mine gold or even the lesser 
metals of silver and bronze. 

While vying athletes cele- 
brated or raged on UUeham- 
mer’s ice and snow. “President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch 
headed for a real war zone — 
Sarajevo, the shattered site of 
die 1984 Winter Olympics. 

During his visit to Bosnia, 
Samaranch wants -*10 renew 
the call for the ‘Olympic truce* 
” the IOC said. Samaranch 
previously had urged Bosnia’s 
waning factions to observe a 
cease-fire during the Feb. 12- 
27 UHebammer Games. 

On the third day of the 
games, the first gold medal 
went to Hackl, a 27-year-old 
Bavarian who began sledding 
at age 10. Supporters hoisted 


him to their shoulders as his 
arch-rival Austria's Markus 
Prock — faded by a breath on 
the last of four runs in the 
two-day men's single event. 
The German's Margin of vic- 
tory was the equivalent of 13 
inches (32.5 centimetres). 

In the men's 30-kiloinetre 
freestyle, the 22-year-old 
Alsgaard left the starting tine 
as an Olympic novice and 
finished a star, beating one of 
tiie favourites — countryman 
Bjorn Dahlie — for the gold. 
Dahtie, triple gold medalist at 
Albertville, France, two years 
ago, took silver. Bronze went 
to Finland’s Mika Myllyla. 

Golubev's time of 36.33 
seconds in the 500 broke the 
old Olympic speedskating 
mark of 36.45 set by Uwe-Jens 
Mey of the former East Ger- 
many at Calgary in 1988. 
Another Russian, Sergei Klev- 
chenya also bested Mey's 
mark, winning the silver medal 
in 36.39. Manabu Horii of 
Japan won bronze m 36.53. 

Jansen, who holds the world 
record of 35.76 and every other 
speedskating honour except an 
Olympic medal, slipped com- 
ing out of the turn and had to 
brace himself against the ice 
with his left hand. His time of 
36.68 put him well out of med- 
al contention. 

“It’s a bit of a shock to me,” 
Jansen said. ‘Tm not making 
excuses, but it’s not a place 
I've slipped before... I would 
have won by quite a bit if I 
didn't slip.” 

Jansen’s wife, Robin, was in 
the stands with several family 


World record wiped out 


BIRMINGHAM, England 
(AP) — Colin Jackson equal- 
led, but did not break, the 
world indoor 60- metre hurdles 
record over the weekend, 
British track officials said 
Monday. 

A review of the photo-finish 
print revealed that Jackson's 
run was fractionally slower 
than the time originally judged 
at the Britain-United States 
meets at Glasgow's Kelvin Hall 


Saturday. The difference was 
enough to round the Briton's 
time up to 7.36. instead of 
735. to tie American Gres 
Foster's seven-year-old mark. 

The error, said photo-finish 
judge Raymond Hutchinson in 
Monday's edition of the Times, 
came when he had only a 
rushed look at the print before 
die time was announced at the 
meet. 


members. She couldn't l« 2r to 
watdi after her &cv?an<Is mis- 
step. . • 

“As soon as 1 S' i slip, I 
said. "Why God .</ again? 
God can't be t» .reel, she 
said. "I’m sure . day we’ll 
find out. One a well under- 
stand." 

Despite his rd-setting 
performances orld Cup 
competition. American 
.champion continues to be 
haunted by an Olympic jinx. 
Six years ago this very date, his 
sister Jane Jansen Be res died 
of leukemia while Jansen was 
readying to compete at the 
Calgary Games. Then followed 
two 'olympic falls in 1988 and 
two failures to medal at 
Albertville four years later. 

Probably his last medal 
chance wiU come in Friday’s 
1,000 metres race. 

Host Norway, which already 
has won two gold and three 
silver medals to lead the Lille- 
hamtner medal race, was given 
new hope for an Alpine victory 
as Lasse Jjus took Monday’s 
downhill portion of the men's 
combined- He edged Amer- 
icans Americans Kyle Rasmus- 
sen and Tommy Moe. gold 
medallist in Sunday’s downhill. 

At UUehanutier's Haakon 
ice hockey arena, a veteran 
German team outclassed a less 
experienced Norwegian six, 2- 
1. Germany went to 2-0 and 
the host Norwegians to 0-2 in 
Olympic pool play. 

In other Hockey play Mon- 
day,i the Czech republic faced 
Austria, and the favoured Rus- 
sians were pitted against the 
Finns, 3-1 upset winners over 
the Czechs- on opening day. 

German lugar Hackl began 
the third day of the gamese 
leading .Prock by one-hun- 
dredth of a second, then Tell 
behind by .48 cf & second ion 
the third run. But Orcck fal- 
tered on the final run and 
finished .013 of a second be- 
•hind Hack!. ■ 


Top European teams under pressure 


PARIS (AFP) — Europe's top 
teams came under relentless 
pressure over the weekend. 

Johan Cruyffs Barcelona 
were left shell-shocked after 
crashing to a 6-3 defeat at Real 
Zaragoza. 

Bayern Munich threw away 
their chance of catching lead- 
ers Eintracht Frankfurt when 
they were inexplicabley beaten 
3-1 at home by modest Stutt- 
gart. 

Only eight first division 
teams managed to reach the 
last sixteen of the French Cup 
competition. 

And while spreSs, went on 
goal-scoring spree AC Milan 
found themselves struggling to 
score a 1-0 home win against 
Cremonese — a team reduced 
to ten players. 

Barcelona's humiliation be- 
gan when Real Zaragoza slot- 
ted home four goals in a 
confidence-destroying first- 
half. Argentinian Fernando 
Ca ceres was on target for the 
home side in the fifth minute. 
Jose Gay made it 2-0 a quarter 


of an hour later and Juan 
Esnaider had scored two more 
before the break. 

Barcelona's Brazilian Fron- 
trunner Romano had scored 
for the visitors in the 31st 
minute and things looked frac- 
tionally brighter when De- 
nmark’s Michael Laudrup cut 
the arrears further. But Gran- 
cisco Higuera and Uruguayan 
Gustavo Poyet added more 
goals before Romario scored 
his second goal of the match. 

Meanwhile Real Madrid, 
themselves in crisis only a 
week ago and with coach Be- 
nito Flora facing the axe. leap- 
frogged Cruyffs men into 
second place with a 1-0 win 
over Real Oviedo. 

That win follows last week's 
2-0 triumph over league lead- 
ers Deportivo la Coruna, who 
themselves bounced back Sun- 
day by beating Sevilla 2-0. Be- 
beto scoring one minute before 
the break and Fran a minute 
after. 

Deportivo are now on 34 


points to Real's 29 and 
Iona's 28. 

Goals were few and far ^ 
tween at AC Milan despite I he 
fact that the leaders were play- 
ing a Cremonese team reduced 
to ten men after 40 minutes 
when Ettore Ferraroni was 
sent off. Marco Simone even- 
tually earned his side their 
victory with a 73rd minute 
goal. But it was far from con- 
vincing performance. 

It was a very different story 
for Lazio and Juventus who hit 
nine goals between them. 

Paul Gascoigne put the 
finishing touches to u superb 
performance by scoring a spec- 
tacular fourth goal for Lazio 
against Cagliari — Giuseppe 
Signori having put the result 
beyond doubt with a hat-trick. 

Juventus remained Milan's 
closest rivals, five points be- 
hind. after beating bottom 
team Lecce 5-1. 

In the French Cup Marseille 
and Monaco both won all first 
division ties away from home 
— Marseille "seeing off 


Sochaux 1-0 and Monaco beat- 
ing Toulouse 2-0. 

They were joined in the last 
sixteen by Auxerre. Lens and 
Montpellier, who all had com- 
fok^tbls wins over second divi- 
sion opponents — but it was 
tough and go for some of the 
Other big names. 

League leaders Paris St. 
Germain were pushed into 
extra-time by northern 
amateur side Avion. Nantes 
also needed, extra-time to see 
off third division Lorient and 
Bordeaux scraped through on 
penalties at second division Le 
Mans. 

Lyon were less accurate 
when it came to taking their 
spot kicks. They crashed out to 
second division Laval in 
another penalty shoot-out. 

Metz didn’t even get into 
extra-time. They were 
thrashed 3-1 at third division 
Chatellerault. 

In Germany. Eintracht 
Frankfurt edged ahead at the 
top when the Bundesliga went 
back into action after the win- 


ter break. 

Frankfurt drew 1-1 against 
visiting Nuremburg. a result 
giving them 26 points and leap- 
frogging them * one point ahead 
of Bayer Leverkusen, losers at 
Bofussia Dortumund. 

But the biggest surprise 
came at Bayern Munich, 
where, despite Franz Becken- 
bauer coming out of retirement 
of replace the sacked Erich 
Ribbeck. the home side 
crashed 3-1 at home against 
Stuttgart. 



FOR RENT 

New Furnished Floor of Villa 

Shmeisani, near Marriott Hotel. 3 bedrooms. 2 salons and 
dining room, L-shaped living room, equipped kitchen, 2 
bathrooms, balcony, separated central heating, garage, and 
entrance. Possibility unfurnished. 

Contact tel. 603070 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, sitting, living, dining and TV 
rooms. Fully furnished and equipped, with garage, 
garden, spacious kitchen, central heating and tele- 
phone. Located near the 7th Circle, Jabal Amman. 

Please call 671860 


Madaba Mosaic School 
Italy - Jordan Cooperation 


% ** 

% *z 




AJAN1 


^ jewellers | 


Amra Hotel 
Amman 


M,M.S, announces that a three years trainning course 
to be start to train proffessional trainners in the field of 
Mosaic Production and restoration . 

Applicants should have at least aJB.A degree in fine 
arts, archeology or architecture from an accredited universi- 
ty Those interested may recieve further information at 
Madaba Mosaic School . Tel.08/540759 
Note dead line for application 20/2/1994 


<&> ROYALJORDAN1AN 


BEAUTICIAN/DIETJCIAN/NUTRmON 
COUNSELOR REQUIRED 

Royal Jordanian Airline has two vacancies for the 
following positions: 

Beautician 

With the following qualifications; 

1) Degree in skin therapy/professional make-up and 

hair styling. ' 

2) Minimum of five years work experience in the same 
field with a recognised beauty establishment. 

3. Very good command of the English language (writ- 
ten and spoken). 

4. Jordanian nationality. 

Dietician/Fitness Specialist 

With the following qualifications: 

1. BSc degree in nutrition or physical education! 

2. Minimum of five years work experience as diet 
counselor, physical proportlen and fitness. 

3. Jordanian nationality. 

4. Very good command of English language (written 
and spoken). 

Interested applicants should report to Royal Jordanian 
Employment Section at the following address: 
Housing Bank Commercial Building. 

7th floor. 

Note: Closing date 28/2/1994 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PH1LAPBLPH1A 


Jane Fonda — in 


Shows: 12:3CJ. 3. 8:30. 10:30 




Tel.: 675571] 


CONCORD *Y 

Last Action Hero 

Shows: 12:30. 3. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD <2’ 

Batman Returns 

Shows: 12:30. 3. 


presents a play entitled: 

ALIImNnron 

A popular political comedy . 
Actors: Abeer Ism, Daoud Jafajel. Has* 
sen A! Sheer, Fuad Shomafi 
in adcSttan to other comsdans 

liwi mgm a kiq 

Ticket* ore toM *U day 


NabH & HSsharrPs Tel.: 6251551 

‘i-amATiiM ■ 

• Nabil and HUham Theatre 
presents 

AAdan Arab Summit Confer- 
ence (play) 

. __ .daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Mondays and Tuesdays 
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Assad sends Ramadan greetings to King 

AMMA> (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday 
received ■ hie from Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
congratuL’i him on the start of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. . . Assad wished King Hussein continued good 
health and T>iness and the Jordanian people further 
progress and asperity. 

Saddam'., n-in-lqw recovers from surgery 

AMMAN (Aiv) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s son-in- 
law. Lieutenant-General Hussein Kamil Hassan A! Majid, was 
recovering he e Monday from a brain tumour, a medical 
official said. Gen. Majid, 36, entered the King Hussein 
Medical Centre here last Tuesday and underwent an operation 
on Saturday, the official told AFP. He will remain at least 
another week in the hospital which is under tight security . 
added the official, who could not give further details on the 
operation's outcome. 

Lebanon guerrillas wound militiaman 

MARJAYOUN (R) — Pro-Iranian guerrillas firing mortar 
bombs and anti-tank rockets attacked two Israeli-backed 
militia posts in South Lebanon on Monday, wounding one 
soldier, security sources said. A roadside bomb planted by 
Hizbollah guerrillas also hit a civilian car near the village of 
Tair Herfa inside Israel's occupation zone in the south, they 
said. The sources said the car was badly damaged but the 
driver escaped unhurt. His identity was not known. Hizbollah 
guerrillas fired rocker propelled grenades and anti-tank 
rockets at the South Lebanon Army (SLA) militia position in 
Braacheet and mortar bombs at the SLA's Kfar Hounneh 
post. One militiaman was wounded at Kfar Hounneh but there 
were no casualties at Braacheet. Israeli and SLA gunners 
retaliated, shelling a guerrilla-held area north of the 15- 
kilometre deep buffer strip. 

Israelis join Palestinian’s appeal 

TEL AVTV ( AP) — Three Israeli authors joined a Palestinian 
poet in appealing Sunday to the supreme court against an 
“exceedingly slow" probe into the fatal shooting of a 
17-year-old Palestinian in November. Poet Izzat Ghazawi's 
son Rami died after being shot m the stomach bv trooos who 
stormed his high school in the West Bank town of Al Bireh to 
quell a stone- throwing demonstration. The Association for 
Civil Rights in Israel said the boy was shot while trying to help 
a wounded friend. He later died in hospital. Mr. Ghazawi told 
Israel Radio be wanted to know "why the military did not 
investigate the problem until now," Also listed on tbe petition 
are authors David Grossman, Shulamit Hareven and Gaiit 
Hazan-Rokem. The dvil rights group's lawyer. Eliahu Abram, 
said that key witnesses to the shooting had not been contacted. 

Yemen tries to free kidnapped Chinese 

SANAA (AFP) — The Yemeni government is trying to win 
the release of three Chinese technicians who were kidnapped 
while helping to build a road in Yemen’s rugged northeast, 
Chinese embassy officials said here Monday. “We hope they 
will be freed in the next few day.., ’ a Chinese diplomat said. 
“Tbe Yemeni government r working hard for their release.” 
The three were kidnapped Saturday morning while working on 
a road between Hij a, 127 kilometres north of Sanaa and 
Maareb. 173 kilometres east of the capital, embassy officials 
said. Yemeni sources said the Chinese were kidnapped by 
three people wanted by the police for various murders. There 
were no details on what the kidnappers wanted and where they 
were holding the technicians. 

U.S. Navy rescues Indian livestock vessel 

BAHRAIN (AP) — A U.S. Navy frigate has rescued an 
Indian livestock vessel and its 23-member crew which had 
been adrift for 15 days on tbe Arabian Sea, the navy said 
Monday. Tbe 27-metre Shahe Al Hasam was sailing from 
Somalia to Dubai with 700 sheep aboard when it experienced 
engine trouble, according to a statement from tbe U.S. Naval 
Forces Central Command. On Saturday, a helicopter from the 
USS Carts spotted tbe troubled vessel about 150 kilometres 
southeast of Oman and the frigate rowed it to shore. The crew 
of 17 Indians and six Somalis were given food and water, 
which had begun to run scarce, the statement said. 

Qian plans trip to Pakistan, Iran 

BEIJING I AFP) — Chinese Foreign Minister Oian Qichen 
will make a two-week trip to five Asian and Middle Eastern 
countries, including close allies Pakistan and Iran, starting 
next week, the Xinhua news agency said Monday. Beginning 
Feb. 21 Mr. Oian will visit Pakistan. Bangladesh. Sri Lanka, 
the Maldives and Iran, in that order, returning home March n. 
Xinhua said, without providing details on the itinerary. The 
first stop. Pakistan, is a country with which China enjoys 
traditionally excellent relations, as demonstrated when Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto made a trip to Beijing in December, 
just after her return to power. Pakistan and China are engaged 
in nuclear cooperation which has untried Western countries, 
and during Ms. Bhutto trip to the Chinese capital a |umt 
communique demanded the lifting ot l .S. sanctions imposed 
on both countries last August to protest the alleged Chinese 
sale of missile technology to the Pakistanis. In another 
dispatch. Xinhua said Mr. Qian hud received Monday a special 
envoy of Bhutto, adding that they "exchanged opinions on 
issues of common concern.” Iran, the last stop on Mr. Chan's 
trip, is another old Iriend of China. The two countries decided 
to step up cooperation — especially on nuclear power — 
during a trip to China by Iranian President Ah Akhar 
Kafsanjani in September IW2. Western countries also accuse 
China ot selling missile technology to Iran. 

Druze leader welcomes papal visit 

BEIRUT ( K ) — Druze leader W.ihd .iumhlatl. whose forces 
drove Christians I rum the Shout mountains during Lebanon's 
civil war. called for coexistence with the i hristtaitv and 
welcomed Pope John Paul's planned visit to Lebanon. Mr. 
Jumbluti attended Sunday mass at a Maronitc Christian 
church in the Shout village of Beit Lddinc. the tirsi held there 
since it was badly damaged in fighting between Druze and 
Christian forces in IW3. "We are all waiting for the blessed 
visit of the great guest, the Indy lather, to Lebanon a ml 
specifically to Beit Liddmc." he said alter the mas-. Pope 
John Paul is due to make a week-long trip to Lebanon by June 
and Vatican envoys h.:.>. . i sited the Shout to prepare lor his 
visit to the area. Mr. JumhlaU said in December that lie was 
noi sure he wanted to see the Pope vi-it the predominantly 
Druze Shout mountain- But he said on Sunday: "We will 
cooperate together m» that ue have .m appropriate reception 
which confirms that ih>- Shout was .uni will lemam ail area of 
coexistence." 

Kuwaiti cabinet to resign in mid-March 

Kl’WAll Ci n i AH*) — Hie Kuwaiti cabinet will ieMgn in 
mid-March and a new gov eminent will he formed, the Monday 
edition i»l Al Sivassah daily reported, adding that the count i\'s 
•leaders wanted to strengthen the executive The paper, citing 
informed sources, said the resignation would occur alter l.id^ 
Al Fitr. the least marking the end of the Holy Month ot 
Ramadan which began Feh II in Kuwait Senior Kuwaiti 
officials want to "holster the executive branch by unifying 
positions and speeding up the deeision-ui.ikini: proee— ' the 
pa I vo r said Al Sivassah s.ud the euiieut government hud 
accomplished u> mission by reviving I he I l »i2 const mu ion and 
parliamentary life. 


France to consider 
excluding Jordanians 
from exit permit rule 


By Suhair Obeidat 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — France has prom- 
ised to consider excluding 
Jordanians from new exit per- 
mit regulations it will impose 
on foreign nationals residing in 
its territories, a senior Foreign 
Ministry official said Monday. 

The official, who asked not 
to be identified by name, dis- 
closed that the promise was 
made during the talks French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
held here during his two-day 
visit which ended Sunday. 

On Saturday, France de- 
creed that nationals of 13 coun- 
tries. including Jordanians, will 
need exit visas to leave France. 
The decree, signed by Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua, was 
published Saturday in the gov- 
ernment's official journal, 
meaning it rook effect as law. 

The Jordanian government 
was notified of the new regula- 
tions by its embassy in Paris 
and then acting foreign minis- 
ter. Fawaz Abu Al Ghanam, 
raised the issue with Mr. Juppe 
who promised to discuss the 
matter with the French interior 
minister, the official told to 
Jordan Times. 

A French official was quoted 
Saturday as saying that the 
requirement, to take effect on 
April 1, was needed because 
these countries were consi- 
dered “sensitive.” 

“We are a victim of terror- 
ism and fighting hard against 
it,” said the Jordanian official, 
adding that Jordan's other con- 
cern was that other European 
counties would follow France's 
lead in adopting such mea- 
sures. 

“To our knowledge, the 
number of Jordanian nationals 
residing in Paris does not ex- 
ceed 40-50 people. But this is a 
political issue. We hope that 
France will reconsider its deci- 
sion.'' the official said. 

On Monday, Pierre Galss- 


man. the press attache at the 
French embassy in Amman, 
said that his government had 
not yet given him reasons for 
the new regulations. 

In addition to Jordan, other 
countries affected by the mea- 
sure include Afghanistan. 
Armenia. Azerbaijan. Geor- 
gia, North Korea, Lebanon. 
Libya, Iran. Iraq. Syria. Sudan 
and Yemen. Palestinians will 
also need the exit permits. 

The exit visas are aimed in 
particular at curbing illegal en- 
try by immigrants who have 
been sent or otherwise ac- 
quired documents belonging to 
foreigners who have remained 
in France, according to some 
reports. 

The introduction of visas will 
mean that on reentry papers 
will bear proof that the holder 
had actually left the country, 
Reuter reported. 

The decree stemmed from a 
little noticed provision in a 
controversial hardline law 
proposed by the conservative 
government and adopted by 
parliament last August, the 
agency said. 

The law restricts the right of 
foreigners to enter and reside 
in France and curtails clandes- 
tine immigrtion by damping 
down on marriages of conveni- 
ence and family reunification. 

An administrative memor- 
andum requiring exit visas of 
nationals from more than 50 
foreign countries, published in 
1986. was ruled unconstitution- 
al in 1991, the official said. 

Yves Jouffa, honorary presi- 
dent of the human rights 
league, said the exit visa re- 
quirement was supposed to be 
a mere formality but the gov- 
ernment could easily use the 
authority to harass foreigners. 

“Today France is becoming 
a country with some of the 
most restrictive anti-foreign 
laws,” Mr. Jouffa told France- 
3 television. 



FIRECRACKERS: Men carry in procession a 
huge firecracker during a festival organised at 


together every year from five different villages to 
compete for the honour of having made the most 


Dong Ky village, some 20 kilometres northwest powerful with the loudest explosion (AFP photo) 
of Hanoi, Vietnam. In Dong Ky, village dans get 


Juppe: France, Israel 
tightening military ties 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel and 
France will tighten military and 
political ties, French Minister 
Alain Juppe said Monday after 
talks with Israeli leaders in 
which be also promised to lend 
active support to Middle East 
peace talks. 

“We have agreed to give 
new momentum to Israeli- 
French relations, tightening 
cooperation on security, parti- 
cularly in research." He said 
France's Defence Minister 
Francois Leotard would visit 
Israel next month. 

He noted that the two coun- 
tries were already cooperating 
on scientific endeavours, in- 
cluding space research. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin thanked Mr. Juppe for 
France's help in negotiations to 
upgrade Israel’s 19-yeaar rela- 
tionship with the European 


Community (EC). 

Mr. Rabin reported to Mr. 
Juppe about Middle East 
peace efforts and said that 
“security issues were the key to 
continued political process 
with the Palestinians and 
neighbouring countries,” a 
statement from Mr. Rabin’s 
office said. Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) reached agreement 
on security measures last week 
in Cairo. 

Mr. Rabin and Mr. Juppe 
also discussed plans to give 
financial assistance to Palesti- 
nians for economic develop- 
ment under the autonomy to 
be implemented in the occu- 
pied territories as part of the 
Sept. 13 Israel-PLO accord. 

European nations have 
promised to contribute $600 
million to the Palestinians. 


Libya 
denies link 
to Maaytah 
murder 

CAIRO (AP) — Libya on 
Monday denied repons linking 
it to the .assassination of a 
Jordanian diplomat and 
charged the Western media 
with attempting to disrupt its 
"brotherly relations" with Jor- 
dan. 

The Libyan statement fol- 
lows a remark Sunday by King 
Hussein that the leader of the 
group that assassinated Nayeb 
Maaytah gave this order to kill ' 
the diplomat out of the Arab 
capital where he is based. 

In its denial, the official Li- 
byan news agency JANA 
blamed the Western media for 
“implicating Libya with the 
aim of harming it and of harm- 
ing its brotherly relations with 
Jordan." the AP reported. 

On Sunday. King Hussein 
told the Senate Foreign Affairs 
Committee that a terrorist 
group, known to Jordan, had 
killed Mr. Maaytah. 42. He did 
not name the group but said it 
had committed "similar crimes 
against our diplomats and 
against us in the past.” “■ 

Although Libya in past four 
years tried to change its imaec 
as a supporter of terrorists, it 
recently strengthened rhetoric 
against the West. Last month. 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi openly invited Abu 
Nidal and Ahmad Jibril. 
another Palestinian guerrilla 
leader, to Libya. 

Abu Nidal. whose real name 
is Sabri Al Banna, has been 
blamed for the killing of a 
number of Jordanian diplo- 
mats. He split from the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation in 
1973 and at various times had 
links to Iraq, Syria and Libya. 
His group was blamed for the 
1985 attacks on Rome and 
Vienna airports that killed 17 
people. 

Mr. Maaytah was shot dead 
in Beirut on Jan. 29 as he was 
driving out of his garage to 
work. 


Sudan rebels claim 
town attack foiled 


MUNDRl, Sudan (Agencies) 
— Sudanese rebels have re- 
pulsed a government offensive 
on the southern town of Mun- 
dri near the Zairean border. 

Guerrilla area commander 
Gier Chaung told reporters 
who visited die frontline that 
government forces briefly cap- 
tured Mundri on Saturday but 
were driven out later that 
afternoon. 

“The Khartoum flag was 
raised over Mundri for two 
hours but we reorganised and 
fought them off." he said. 

Ten government soldiers 
were killed for the loss of one 
guerrilla killed and 10 
wounded. 

Officials of the rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) said the attack on 
Mundri. part of the biggest dry . 
season offensive in uT years, 
forced 40.000 terrified villagers 
to flee. 

The government launched 


its offensive with an artillery 
bombardment and took the 
town 20 minutes later. 

Reporters were forced to 
withdraw but returned the next 
day and found the town back in 
SPLA hands. 

Mr. Chaung showed repor- 
ters a government soldier cap- 
tured during the fighting. 

Yusef Hamoosa told repor- 
ters he was part of two govern- 
ment battalions which left 
Terakeka 200 kilometres away 
to attack. 

The rebel forces also cap- 
tured some mortars, an anti- 
aircraft gun and a large quanti- 
ty of ammunition. 

Another SPLA commander. 
Malual Ayom Dur. told repor- 
ters government forces had re- 
treated to Amadi 40 kilometres 
away. 

“Our men are in pursuit of 
them. Hopefully we will recap- 
ture Amadi within the next 
couple of days.” he said. 


TV producer shot dead in 
Algerian terror campaign 


ALGIERS (AFP) — An Alge- 
rian television producer was 
shot twice by armed gunmen 
Monday as more Islamic fun- 
damentalists were sentenced 
by special courts and threats of 
a stepped up Ramadan terror 
campaign mounted. 

Producer Aziz Smati, 40, 
was waiting for an emergency 
operation in hospital after 
being shot twice by gunmen in 
front of his Algiers home, his 
family said. 

Mr. Smati, who also worked 
on musical variety programmes 
for Algeria's French-speaking 
third station, joins a growing 
number of Algerian arts and 
media personalities to have 
been attacked during Algeria's 
two year undeclared civil war 
between the military domin- 
ated government and fun- 
damentalists. 

Twenty-seven Islamic fun- 
damentalists were handed pris- 
on sentences of up to 20 years 


Monday for gun running for 
fundamentalist groups, sources 
at the special court at Oran, 
western Algeria, said. 

Six of the accused heard the 
sentences of up to eight years 
in the court. The remaining 21, 
who are still on the run, were 
sentenced to up to 20 years, 
the maximum demanded by 
the prosecutor, in their abs- 
ence, sources added. , 

The group, from the Magh- 
nia border town with Morocco, 
were accused of smuggling 
arms across the frontier to 
armed fundamentalists and 
helping veterans of the Afghan 
war against the Soviet Union 
to slip into Algeria. 

Islamic militants have ’ 
threatened fax officials, traders 
and women in a fundamentalist 
backlash seeking to impose a 
climate of terror as Ramadan 
gets underway, newspaper re- 
ports said Monday. 


Cairo deal a retreat for PLO, Habash asserts 


From Michael Jansen in 
Damascus 

In an interview. Dr. George 
Habash, leader of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), told this cor- 
respondent why he rejected 
not only the Cairo agreement 
on security arrangements for 
the Palestinian self-rule area 
concluded on Feb. 9 but also 
the declaration of principles 
negotiated in Oslo. 

The interview took place at 
his office in an elegant old 
house in a quiet, residential 
quarter of this city. Dr. 
Habash. well recovered from 
three serious strokes and sport- 
ing a cheerful burgundy red 
cardigan, spoke in both Arabic 
and English. 

The Cairo accord, which 
gives Israel full control of the 
border crossings from Jordan 
and Egypt into the West Bank 
and Gaza and full control of 
access roads to Jewish settle- 
ments with the right to pursuit 
of Palestinian militants con- 
tinuing their resistance to the 
occupation, amounts to a "re- 
treat for the PLO". Dr. 
Habash stated, a “retreat" 
from its own longterm policy of 
striving to secure “national 
rights, self-determination, in- 
dependence and the right of 
return” for the Palestinian 
people. “The majority of 
Palestinians now oppose” Mr. 
Arafat's policies, “including 
members of Fateh closest to" 
him. 


Dr. Habash's assessment of 
the Cairo agreement would 
seem to be correct because on 
Feb. 10. the morning after it 
was signed, a commentator on 
Israeli Radio said that Israel’s 
main reason for retaining con- 
trol of the border crossings was 
to prevent Palestinian expel- 
lees from exercising their right 
of return to their homeland. 

Mr. Arafat, he stated, “was 
being pushed by all the major 
blocs and powers — Europe, 
the U.S.. Japan — to offer 
more and more concessions to 
achieve implementation” of 
the Oslo accord, the signing of 
which led to the resignation of 
the PFLP from the PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee. He was 
particularly critical of Egyptian 
President, Hosni Mubarak, 
who has been pressing the 
PLO to make these harmful 
concessions, and the U.S. 
which, he said, were acting “in 
their own interests" and not 
those of the Palestinian peo- 
ple, 

“Arafat," Dr. Habash 
asserted, “had no chance to 
make gains (for the Palestinian 
people) but could only make 
concessions... AH the world 
accepts Israel and all the 
world, except Israel, accepts 
the right of the Palestinian 
people to self-determination" 
but the pressure for conces- 
sions is on the Palestinians not 
on Israel. 

The Oslo accord, he went 
on, was seriously flawed be- 
cause "all the substantive 


issues — Jerusalem, fixing bor- 
ders, the Palestinian right of 
return. Israeli settlements — 
have been postponed until the 
last minute. How long will it 
take to reach agreement on 
these major issues when it 
takes so long to agree on trivial 
issues." 

“Even if (the Oslo accord) 
were to be implemented easily, 
it would never solve our 
Palestinian problem” because 
it “will never bring a just and 
comprehensive peace... We 
used to tell Arafat before he 
signed that agreement that he 
had to lake certain steps before 
signing. First, adopt a policy 
based on implementation of 
the international legitimacy, by 
this I mean the U.N. resolu- 
tions" on Palestine calling for 
“Israeli withdrawal, recogni- 
tion of Palestinian rights to 
repatriation and compensation 
and so on. Second, work for 
Arab unity and coordination, 
especially with Syria. Third, 
forge Palestinian unity and 
fourth, escalate the intifada... 
to force Israel to settle.” 

These steps, particularly his 
insistance on Arab unity, have 
been part and parcel of Dr. 
Habash’s strategy since he was 
head of the Arab nationalist 
movement more than 30 years 
ago. 

Dr. Habash believed the 
Oslo accord could be under- 
mined in three ways: "the in- 
transigence of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin*, the 
Likud taking power (latest 


polls show that it would win an 
election) and development of 
the rejectionisi camp,” now 
comprising ten groups based in 
Damascus and the occupied 
territories. The main aim of 
this alliance is to “revitalise the 
intifada," restoring it to the 
high intensity of 1988-89, con- 
centrating on the Israeli eco- 
nomy when Israel suffered los- 
ses of $3 billion. I regret to say. 
and I mean this, without the 
armed struggle harming the 
Israeli economy, causing the 
Israeli army physical losses, 
Israel will never respond to our 
demands." He concluded by 
saying that no member of the 
alliance would take part in 
elections to the self-governing 
authority scheduled in July. 

At the PFLP's office in the 
Yarmuk quarter which was 
once a Palestinian refugee 
camp. Tala! Ahmad, the offi- 
cial in charge of information, 
stated that the rejection front, 
the “Alliance of Palestinian 
Forces." was doing its "best to 
isolate Arafat” and promote 
"democratic decision- 
making.” 

Mr, Ahmad said that the 
alliance had established an ex- 
ecutive committee made up of 
one member from each group 
and had decided to "reestab- 
lish a unified national com- 
mand" for the intifada and set 
up a 100-member central coun- 
cil. comparable to that of the 
PLO, consisting of two repre- 
sentatives from each group and 
independents. Although each 


group would “act on its own” 
in the resistance, this was "the 
first rime we have been able to 
establish such a broad coali- 
tion.. previously Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad refused" to 
cooperate with the secularists, 
he stated. 

As long as the present con- 
frontation between Palesti- 
nians and Israelis continues, 
the rejectionist forces would be 
able to operate as usual in the 
territories, but, Mr. Ahmad 
asserted, implementation of 
the Gaza-Jericho accord would 
“complicate” the struggle be- 
cause the Palestinians would 
no longer be “in touch” with 
the Israeli army, and “the 
Palestinian police would be a 
barrier between the intifada 
and the Israelis." This would 
require a “new strategy" which 
was being developed. 

He was not worried about 
the possibility that the Syrians 
would curb the activities of the 
"alliance." 

"They will keep us until the 
last moment" to maintain 
pressure on Israel. “In any 
case." he went on. "we’re 
transferring our operational 
bases to the territories. We 
have only our political and 
information offices here... Our 
effectiveness is not dependent 
on Syria." — point made for- 
cefully by the killing of two 
Israelis on Thursday by Islamic 
Jihad and the killing of a mem- 
ber of an Israeli undercover 
death squad by Hamas on Sun- 
day. 


Melina Mercourflp: 
hospitalised in ^ 
New York % 

ATHENS (AFP) — Me®a. 
Mercouri. Greek minister^ 
culture, was 

Memorial Hospital in-Njs»; 
York for a series of tests^ BeF 
ministry said here Mqnpa^. 
Ms. Mercouri travelled to lfe 
United States last weekjig: 

• her husband Jules Dossiif^' 
cinema director. andjtfr 
brother Spyros Mercouri-^f ft 
1989 doctors at Menio^j 
operated on Mercouri.. 
remove a tumor from f 'fier 
lungs. She also underpin 
surcerv to her spine in Pare in 
August IW1. and was later 
treated for pulmonary Wood 
dots. 

Benin diplomat 
found with heroinr; 

COTONOU (AFP) —/AjBfi- 
nin diplomat serving in ‘ the 
United States was questioned 
at New York airport Ttfter 
being found with four kilos 
(eight pounds) of heroin.: the 
Foreign Ministry said here 
Monday. The drug was hidden 
in the false bottom of a suitcase 
carried by Ahdoul Karim as he 
arrived in the United States on 
Feb. 3. the ministry added; 

Australian Navy 
invaders driven 
off by farmer : ^ 

AUCKLAND (AFP) — An. 
elderly man armed with A shot-, 
gun drove off an invading force 
of Australian Navy sailors who 
tried to land on his head) while 
on exercise, authorities re-' 
vealed here Monday. A 
“force" of 18 Australian naval 
i . officers from the destroyer 
| Canberra hit the remote beach 
on the Coromandel peninsula, 
east of here. Saturday evening 
and headed toward a : house to - 
explain what they were op to- 
According to Commodore Fred 
Wilson of the New Zealand 
Navy the Australians /quickly 
got their marching ordereirom 
a man armed with a shotgun 
who fired twice into, the ait. 
With discretion being mt bet; 
ter part of valour, the Austra- 
lians promptly retreated to 
their ship. Wilson said no . 
.casualties were sustained. ; 

Thief pockets 
ancient coins 
from Hermitage 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A thief 
broke into the Hermitage 
’Museum in the northern Rus- j 
siun city of St. Petersburg over- ; 
night and stole three “veiy 1 
valuable” Roman coins dating | 
from the third century. Ricr; 
sian Television reported. The 
report said the room where the 
coins were being stored did not 
- have an alarm and added that 
experts had concluded the 
items were stolen by a collector 
and would probahlv not he 
offered for sale on the black 
market. Nothing else was re- 
ported missing from the 
museum which houses' one of 
the most prestigious art and 
antique collections in Europe. 

• Museum officials could not be 
reached for comment. - ^ : - 

Parents battling ; 
to keep child L * 
on life support Ll : : 

.SARASOTA. Fla. (AP) - 
Thmeen-year-old Teresa Hamilton lies 
in intensive care, 
her heart kept alive bv drug?, a 
respirator filling and emptying 
her lungs. Three scans haw 
shown no brain activity. At her 
bedside, her parent*/- battle 
hospital officials who insist .that 
nothing more can be dune and 
Teres:i should be taken off We 
support. "She is lighting. Wc 
are fighting.” Scully 1 1 a mi l ton 
said. "We will not" arbitrarily 
end her life. ...We will not take 
a chance away from her.*’ 
Teresa's is not the classic tw 
of a family fighting to end J 
loved one's suffering while 
doctors try t«» maintain life at 
"M costs. It is a family refusing 
to let go of a patient that every 
doctor who has been consult^ 
says is brain dead. “We want 
to he compassionate. We waul 
10 do the right thing.” Sarasota 
Memorial 'Hospital President 
Michael (‘overt said. “The 
concern on the part of the staff 
ls that there’s nothing more 
that \se can do.” The hospital"* 
Lillies Committee has met font 
times on Teresa's case: egeh 
time its members have reached 
the same conclusion: discon- 
tinue treatment. But the hoy t 
pn.il s lawyer:., fearing liab0* ' 
if > . fiav e advised just the opp*»- i 
site. ■ • ' 
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